Political Threats to the Weimar Republic
The Left: After the ‘German revolution’ of 1918-19 the left-wing movement remained in a state of confusion:

· The moderate socialists of the SPD were committed to parliamentary democracy

· The KPD pressed for a workers’ revolution

· The USPD stood for the creation of a socialist society within a democratic framework

· In 1920 the USPD disbanded and its members joined either the KPD or SPD

· The KPD wanted a revolution along Marxist lines

· Creation of 1 party communist state

· Major restructuring of Germany socially and economically

· Completely rejected Weimar system

· 1919-23 enjoyed support of 10-15% of electorate and there were continuous strikes and uprisings

· Right-wing propaganda against them exaggerated fears of revolution

· They posed much less threat than was feared at the time

· Badly coordinated

· Poor leadership

· Concessions split it

· Repressed by authorities with considerable brutality

The Extreme Right:  it was very different both in its form and extent to the opposition from the extreme left.

· Anti-democracy

· Anti-Marxism

· Authoritarian, although in the early 1920s there was no consensus over what kind of government would ideally be established

· Nationalism, stab in the back myth

· DNVP

· German National People’s Party

· Coalition of nationalist old conservative parties inc. Fatherland Party and Pan-German League

· Extremist and racist elements

· Still the party of landowners and industrialists but had broad appeal amongst some of the middle classes

· 15.1% in 1920 election

· Volkisch parties (racist nationalism)

· About 70 relatively small splinter parties

· Bavaria was a particular haven for such groups

· German Worker’s Party, founded by Anton Drexler

· Not until mid-1920s that Hitler began to bring parties together  under NSDAP

· Freikorps

· Flourished in post-war environment

· As an effect of demobilisation there were nearly 200 paramilitary units by 1919

· Employed by government to crush left uprisings

· Anti-republic

· Consul Organisation

· From 1920 Weimar govt. sought to control actions of Freikorps, but a new threat came in the form of assassinations

· 1919-22 there were 376 political murders – 22 by the left and 354 by the right

· Consul Organisation assassinated

· Erzberger, Finance Minister from 1919 (Catholic, member of ZP, had signed Armistice)

· Rathenau, Foreign Minister 1921-2 (Jewish, committed to democracy)

· Gareis, leader of USPD, murdered 9 June 1921
Extreme Right Uprisings

Kapp putsch

· When it was proposed to disband two brigades of the army (Ehrhardt Marine Brigade and Baltikum, stationed in Berlin area), Wolfgang Kapp and General Luttwitz decided to exploit the situation

· Encouraged 12,000 troops to march on Berlin and seize main buildings

· Virtually unopposed, formed new government

· No resistance from the German army in spite of requests from Ebert and the Chancellor

· Before leaving Berlin SPD members of the government called for a general strike, which soon paralysed the capital and quickly spread to the rest of the country  -after 4 days Kapp and co. had no authority and fled
Munich putsch

· Kahr and General von Lossow planned with Hitler to march on Berlin

· They pulled out

· Hitler and Nazis stormed and took over a rally at which Kahr and Lossow was speaking and under pressure Kahr agreed to support the march

· But they had lost their nerve with Seeckt had said the army would be used against the putsch

· So the next day when the Nazis attempted to take Munich they had not enough support and the police crushed them easily

· Hitler sentenced to 5 years, served less than 10 months

· Ludendorff acquitted – he was there by accident!
