Characters
Jay Gatsby
Gatsby is a man of mystery:
· Although the novel is titled after Gatsby, he doesn’t appear until chapter three and we don’t learn his story until much later. This increases the intrigue and mystery about him.
· Nick says in chapter 1 that only Gatsby was “exempt from his “unaffected scorn”. This encourages the reader to find out why Nick thinks Gatsby is so special.
· Rumours around Gatsby’s past and present. For the first half of the novel the only information provided about Gatsby is outlandish stories, such as that he’s a “cousin of Kaiser Wilhelm’s”, “a German spy” and an “Oxford man”.
· The fact that Gatsby’s real back story isn’t as mysterious or glamorous as he makes out, heightens the tragedy of his death –he became successful through a combination of luck and hard work.
Gatsby created his own identity:
· Gatsby is actually a creation of James Gatz, a 17 year old farm boy from North Dakota.

· James Gatz “invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a 17 year old boy would be likely to invent”. His persona is everything a 17 year old boy dreams of being, but it is just an illusion.

· Gatsby’s success is the result of his ability to reinvent himself and be perceived as he wants. He designs his entire life to attract Daisy, but when Gatsby sees her disgust at her parties, he reinvents himself again.

· Because he successfully rewrote his past, Gatsby believes that he can rewrite his relationship with Daisy as well. He wants it to be the same as it was before she married Tom – Gatsby’s a romantic idealist rather than a realist, he stays faithful to the dream of Daisy, never realising that he in love with a dream.

· Gatsby’s single-minded pursuit of his dream helps the reader to sympathise with him, despite the fact that he is mysterious and elusive. His hope and creativity are inspiring however they also lead to his eventual downfall. In this way Gatsby could be interpreted as a tragic hero who is destroyed by his fatal flaw.

· The novels title sounds like a magicians act, emphasising the fact that Gatsby has created an illusion.

· There are numerous hints in the novel that Gatsby isn’t who he claims to be: He tries to conceal his working-class background by adopting phrases like “old sport”, but this sound forced and unnatural. His limited vocabulary makes him sound inarticulate – “interesting people (…) people who do interesting things. Celebrated people”. 

Gatsby is isolated from other people:
· Because Gatsby is so concerned with maintaining his created persona he keeps his distance with most characters and doesn’t let his guard down. Nick describes him as being in “complete isolation”.

· This explains his aloofness at parties – until Daisy attends, he doesn’t drink, dance or pair off. Nick reinforces this when he says “No one swooned backward on Gatsby, and no French bob touched Gatsby’s shoulder”.

· At Parties, Gatsby stands “alone on the marble steps”. This makes him seem God-like, watching the crowds from above. When Daisy finally comes to a party he mingles with the crowd and loses his God-like status.

· Gatsby hides behind a mask, which prevents him from making personal connections with people – he only tells Nick his history when his adopted persona has been destroyed and he has nothing left to lose: “’Jay Gatsby’ had broken up like glass”.

· Only Nick, Owl eyes, Henry Gatz. A few servants and the postman attended Gatsby’s funeral, in spite of the fact that guests used to attend his parties “by the hundreds”. Daisy doesn’t even bother sending “a message or a flower”.
Gatsby representing the corruption of the American dream:
· Gatsby represents the corruption of the American dream. Fitzgerald used one man’s story to make an important point about how the American dream had been corrupted:

· Gatsby achieves the Dream of coming from a poor background to obtain great wealth and success, but he has to completely reinvent himself.

· He changes his name to escape his past – ‘Gatz’ is a German name, but ‘Gatsby’ sounds more English. Gatsby doesn’t want to be rich, he just wants to belong to the upper classes. And feels that he needs to conceal his background and adopt the persona of an eccentric aristocrat to be accepted.

· This shows that the American Dream has been destroyed and corrupted and that it’s not within everyone’s grasp – you have to become someone else in order to achieve it.

· Gatsby’s dream of obtaining Daisy fails because of his class, which suggests that the American dream is no longer feasible.

· Gatsby’s dream of an idealised Daisy falls away to reveal the corruption that money causes, which also reinforces the idea that the American dream has been replaced by the selfish and immoral pursuit of wealth.

Nick Caraway
· Nick changes over the course of the novel:
At the beginning:
· Nick is traditional – he is from a well-off family in the Midwest and has lived a life of “privilege”. Nick’s upbringing and education (at Yale) has made him quite conservative.
· Nick is highly moral – he thinks that he’s “honest” and says he has “a sense of the fundamental decencies”.
· Nick is Naive – he thinks that he is above the corruption and materialism around him and can remain immune to it.
· Nick is open minded – he moves East because his experiences in the war have broadened his perspectives and he could settle in the West on his return. He is simultaneously attracted to and disgusted by Eastern life, but maintains that he is tolerant and reserves “all judgements”.
· Initially Nick just observes the corruption of the East, but he changes as he is sucked into the world he’s observing.
At the end:
· Nick is judgemental – he becomes increasingly judgemental as the plot continues, and finally he condemns Tom and Daisy as “careless people” who “smashed things up”.
· Nick is careless – Jordan accuses Nick of being a “bad driver” – she thinks he is guilty of carelessness, the very thing he accuses Tom and Daisy of.
· Nick is morally ambiguous – he helps Gatsby to have an affair with Daisy.
· Nick is disillusioned – he wants to move back to the traditional West. He realises that it’s hopeless to try and escape the past.
Nick is a romantic but he can’t commit:
· Nick places great value on love- this is why he helps Gatsby have an affair with Daisy. He sees their affair as romantic, not immoral. He never blames or judges Gatsby’s pursuit of Daisy and admires his “romantic readiness”.
· He invents romantic back stories: imagining “sumptuous and romantic apartments” above Wilson’s garage.
· However Nick cannot commit to any relationships of his own. Nick only breaks it off with a girl back home when it’s clear that Jordan is interested in him. One of the reasons Nick moved East was to avoid “being rumoured into marriage”.
· Nick is concerned about appearances: he lets a “short affair” with a girl in New York “blow quietly away” because her brother doesn’t like it. He claims that he doesn’t want anyone to “know or disapprove”. This suggests that being seen to do the right thing is more important to him actually doing the right thing.
· Nick struggles to make connections with people. He fantasises about entering the lives of New York women, but he never acts on his desires, despite his “haunting loneliness”.
· Possibly, Nick realises that if he does act on his desires then his romantic dreams would fall short of the reality.
The only real romantic relationship Nick has in West Egg is with Jordan and it’s very complicated:
· Nick is both attracted to and contemptuous of Jordan, which reflects how he feels about Easter life. He likes her sophistication but not her carelessness and breaks up with her when he grows sick of the East.
· When Nick ends his relationship, he says that he was still “Angry, and half in love with her, and tremendously sorry” – this could also represent Nick’s attitude towards society on the East coast.
· Nick’s behaviour towards Jordan could be seen as unnecessarily cruel – his actions, such as “trying to ingratiate” himself to her aunt, imply that he is serious about her, but he ends their relationship just as it starts to get serious. He les to her, telling “I want to see you too”, rather than telling her how he really feels.
Nick as the first person Narrator:
Nick has many characteristics that make him an effective narrator:
· Nick distances himself from the action, so that he can better comment on it. He observes, but doesn’t want to get involved or be observed himself. He wants “to look squarely at every one and yet to avoid all eyes”.
· He is not quite outside or inside either Gatsby’s or the Buchannan’s’ social circle, so he has an ideal perspective.
· He is a good listener and doesn’t judge people aloud so they’re inclined to tell him things. However he also criticises them behind his backs and his opinions develop the character in the novel: When Daisy confides in Nick that she has had a “very bad time” and has felt “utterly abandoned”, he stays quiet, only speaking to encourage her to say more. In writing, he condemns it as “basic insincerity”.
· Nick acts as Fitzgerald voice. He sums up the novel in the last line to help the reader consider the novel as a Didactic story.
However, even with this distance Nick’s just a character- he is biased and unreliable:
· We only ever get Nick’s subjective perspective, Nick says that he thinks life is best “looked at from a single window” – he could be sacrificing truth and accuracy for simplicity.
· He is naïve and easily persuaded by surface appearances. He listens to Gatsby’s stories about his past with “incredulity”, but when Gatsby shows him a medal he immediately believes “it was all true”.
· Nick tends to exaggerate and use sentimental images: “the turning-fork that had been struck upon a star”. This could imply that he ignores the truth to make the story more exciting and romantic.
· Nick becomes more judgemental and less tolerant as the novel progresses – by the end he has no patience left and says of Tom “I couldn’t forgive him or like him”.
· Nick becomes much more outspoken with his criticism than his compliments. He may be tolerant of people in public, but on paper he delivers a harsh critique with a contemptuous tone.
· Nick seems to believe that he can maintain his traditional Midwest values in the East and holds himself in high regard. By holding the moral high ground, Nick slips easily into tolerance and judgement of other people.
More detail on Nick as the narrator:
· Instead of writing as an omniscient narrator, Fitzgerald uses a narrator who does not know all the facts. In this way, he sketches Gatsby as a shadowy figure that the reader can only glimpse through Nick’s memories.
· Nick’s viewpoint is not the same as Gatsby’s perspective. Nick has survived Gatsby and is able to tell the story of his life –and death-after it has all ended. Nick has a retrospective viewpoint.
· Gatsby’s death happens before the beginning of the novel. This gives Gatsby’s death a predetermined quality – it is inescapable. This structure makes Gatsby seem like a tragic hero.
Nick introduces Gatsby to the reader bit by bit. Nick combines three different strands of storytelling in his retrospective narrative, disrupting the plot’s chronology:
· Most of the novel is made up of Nick’s own experiences of life in the East. This strand is organised in chronological order according to Nick’s perspective.

· Gatsby’s back story is told through different perspectives: the party guests’ speculations and Jordan’s description of Gatsby’s affair with Daisy. Nick adds in some accounts like Gatsby’s description of his own adolescent ambitions, out of the order in which they’re revealed to him.

· Nick reflects on the story, returns to read his work, makes revisions and adds lists made at the time of the events. This emphasises the fact that Nick is telling his story from a retrospective viewpoint.

· Nick has all of this knowledge at the time of writing, but he chooses to order the narrative so that the reader only learns about Gatsby’s life before West Egg bit by bit.

· This makes Gatsby seem more mysterious as Nick hides parts of Gatsby identity until he chooses to let the reader know. Gatsby may be the “man who gives his name to this book”, but Nick is the one who controls it.

· The initial mystery of Gatsby’s identity piques the reader’s interest. But Nick weaves Gatsby’s backstory into the narrative of his later life. This makes the character seem more rounded and real.
The novel turns around the central chapter:
· The book is split up in nine chapter and the structure is arranged around Gatsby and Daisy’s reunion in chapter 5. The first half of the novel builds up to their eventual meeting and the second half of the novel deals with the consequences of their reunion.

· Chapters 1 to 4 are written almost entirely in Nick’s point of view. At the end of chapter 4, Jordan’s narrative of Daisy and Gatsby’s previous relationship begins a shift in the novel towards multiple narratives. The gradual shift in narrative helps to reveal Gatsby’s past and his current character.

· Chapter 5 is written almost entirely in the past tense without interruption by the other by the other strands of Nick’s narrative. The return to a first person perspective (following Jordan’s narrative), and the focus on a few moments of time intensifies the emotion of Gatsby and Daisy’s reunion.

· Chapters 6 to 9 break down the myth of Gatsby’s glamorous and mysterious life: Nick provides alternative viewpoints in chapter 6 to 9, including Michaels’s account of the inquest into Myrtle’s death, and Gatsby recollection of his early affair with Daisy. In this way, Fitzgerald is able to provide different perspectives on the same vents. This builds up a more rounded picture and helps the reader to fill in the gaps in Nick’s personal account.
Nick seems like a trust worthy narrator:
· Nick claims that he is tolerant. Open minded and a good listener. This suggests that he is well suited to narrating. Nick is well educated and articulate. He is comfortable using colloquial language as part of a diverse vocabulary: Colloquial language, like dialect and slang makes the characters speech sound more natural and informal. Nick diverse vocabulary gives the novel a fluent, poetic prose.

· Nick seems like an ideal narrator because he is at a distance from people he’s talking about. He is connected to wealthy people, like Daisy but is not rich enough to live amongst them. He’s friends with people like Gatsby, but is too conservative to really take part in their wild lifestyle. He is on the edge of both social circles, which gives him an ideal perspective – not quite outside or inside.
Nick doesn’t know everything that happens:
· Even though Nick is the narrator, he is still a character in the novel and he is only aware of events he witnesses first hand. Fitzgerald limits his narrator’s view to encourage the reader to make their own judgements.

· Nick is not as distanced from the action as he appears to be. The other characters are still his friends, family and members of the society he lives in. This means that his take on events is subjective rather than objective:

· Nick finishes narrating the novel two years after the events of the summer of 1992- he is relying on his memory. He could have forgotten important details.

· Nick is a self-conscious storyteller. Nick makes revisions to his writing which reminds his readers that he is selecting the information and determining the way he structures the story of Gatsby’s life. 

· Nick uses dialogue to break up the narrative and give a clearer idea of the other characters personalities, but he also quotes long speeches verbatim (word for word) which the reader cannot rely on for accuracy.

· He uses other people’s accounts of events without questioning them. He doesn’t realise that newspaper reports and inquest statements might be biased. He includes Jordan’s description of Gatsby and Daisy’s early relationship, despite the fact that he believes Jordan’ is “incurably dishonest”.

· Nick’s novel might be just a record of the rumours that surround Gatsby’s life. There is no proof that his account is reliable – it could be an exaggeration of the truth that will add to the rumours around Gatsby.
Daisy
Daisy is charming but is also shallow and weak:
· Daisy’s the main female character. She’s unhappily married to Tom and has an affair with Gatsby.
· Daisy represents perfection to Gatsby because she has the wealth, class, charm and sophistication that Gatsby has wanted all of his life.
· She is charming and beautiful. She could be seen as a romantic idealist like Gatsby, because she idealises the past. 
· She is also selfish, shallow, weak and materialistic. She doesn’t seem worthy of being the object of Gatsby’s affection and dreams.
· She needs to be adored and her charming behaviour is designed to get people’s attention – she cries “ecstatically” when she hears that there are people in Chicago who miss her. This reinforces the idea that she is needy and attention seeking.
· Daisy was supposedly based on two real Women in Fitzgerald’s’ life – an old love called Ginevra King and his wife Zelda. Both women initially rejected Fitzgerald because he wasn’t wealthy enough.
She is a seductive character:
· Gatsby’s completely obsessed with Daisy, and at times Nick and Tom also seem enchanted.
· Much of Daisy’s power lies in her voice. Gatsby says her voice is “full of money”, and Nick thinks that there’s “an excitement in her voice… a singing compulsion, a whispered ‘listen’”.
· This idea links Daisy to the mythological sirens. The sirens sang irresistible songs, causing sailors to throw themselves into the sea and drown. Metaphorically, Gatsby drowns trying to reach Daisy across the sound.
· Daisy is repeatedly linked with light. She behaves “radiantly” and has a “glowing face”, with “bright eyes and a bright passionate mouth”. The origin of ‘Daisy’ is ‘day’s eye’ which could suggest that she flows like the sun.

· Gatsby’s obsessed with Daisy because she symbolises everything that he wants, but he also has genuinely loves her because she is: capable of real affection as she seems genuinely fond of Nick and sincerely loves Gatsby. She is a bit of a naïve dreamer who idealises their past relationship and believes they can re-create it – she carries “well-forgotten dreams from age to age”.
Daisy cannot live it up to Gatsby’s dream:
· Gatsby idealises Daisy and never realises she’s unworthy of his dreams – love has blinded him to her flaws.
· For all her good qualities, Daisy is also materialistic and self-absorbed. Her affection for others never overcomes her selfishness which makes her disloyal: she stays with Tom because he can give her security, regardless of how this affects Gatsby. She also disappears without a word, letting Gatsby take the blame for Myrtle’s death.
· Beneath her attractive appearance, Daisy’s shallow and empty. Her voice is appealing, but she never says anything insightful - her use of short questions, hyperbole and pointless stories indicate a lack of depth.
· It is suggested that she murmurs deliberately “to make people lean toward her”. This gives the impression that the attractive power of her voice is just a meaningless trick she uses to manipulate power.
· Daisy wants, and is used to a life of privilege – she is scared of change. She seems more interested in Gatsby’s possessions that Gatsby himself: “It makes me sad because I’ve never seen… such beautiful shirts before.
· In Nick’s opinion, Dais could never live up to Gatsby’s expectations because of the “colossal vitality of his illusion”. After being reunited with her, even Gatsby is disappointed at times: “I feel far away from her”.
Daisy is easily controlled by men:
· Daisy tends to be guided by the other characters – she lets both Tom and Gatsby dictate to her, and she is easily persuaded to marry Tom.
· Daisy stays with Tom because he’s all she knows and he’s the strongest personality in the novel. She can’t give up her life to be with Gatsby no matter how unhappy she is – she is a dreamer, but she isn’t brave enough to break free of societies expectations.
· In the hotel scene, where Daisy decides to stay with Tom, she says very little. Tom dominates the conversation, bullying and bossing her about- this proves that his character is more powerful than Daisy and Gatsby’s character.
· It could be argued that Daisy realises how little control she has over her life. She thinks that a beautiful fool is “the best thing a girl can be” – a beautiful girl will be able to attract a rich husband, and a fool won’t notice or care if her husband controls her and cheats on her.
Daisy is an ambiguous character:
· Fitzgerald makes it ambiguous whether Daisy is a weak victim who should be pitied, or if she is deliberately manipulative. This ambiguity is obvious in her maiden name “Fay” 0 ‘Fay’ is an old English word for “fairy”, but it also links to Morgan le Fay, a legendary evil sorceress who tried to overthrow King Arthur.
· Although Nick seems to be attracted to Daisy, it is also clear from the start that he feels some resentment towards her. He describes her smile as a “smirk” and thinks she has “asserted her membership” of a “distinguished secret society”.
· However Nick’s portrayal of Daisy may be biased – he obviously feels bitter towards Daisy after Gatsby’s death. He is clearly angry that she hasn’t “sent a message or a flower” and later reflects on her “vast carelessness”.
Tom
Tom is selfish and doesn’t know what he wants:
· Tom is married to Daisy but he has had a string of affairs.
· He selfishly pursues his desire with no regard for the consequences. His infidelities are a good example: he had a “little spree” in Chicago, an affair with a chambermaid just after his honeymoon and Myrtle is just the latest of his mistress.
· At Yale, Tom was “one of the most powerful ends that ever played football” – his sporting success at college makes everything else feel like an “anti-climax”.
· Because Tom is ‘old money’, and his wealth was inherited, he feels like he is better than everyone else – he spends money freely and treats people badly to prove it.
· Tom does have some redeeming features – he seems to have genuine feelings for both Myrtle and Daisy. When he discovers Myrtle’s death his “tears were overflowing” and when Daisy tells him she doesn’t love him he pleads with “a husky tenderness”.
Tom is physical and likes to be in control:
· Descriptions of Tom focus on his physicality – Daisy describes him as “great, big, hulking” and a “brute”. Tom’s appearance is linked to his physical behaviour and his need to be in control at all times. His clothes can’t hide his “cruel body”, just as his sophistication and money can’t hide his brutal nature.
· Tom is cold and rude to demonstrate his superiority over others. When he is buying Myrtle’s dog, he challenges the salesman, “That’s no police dog”, and then overrules him, “’It’s a bitch,’ said Tom decisively”
· In his exchange Tom also shows a disregard for money which lets him dominate the lower classes. When we says “Here’s your money. Go and buy ten more dogs”, Tom simultaneously insults the salesman by implying he is dishonestly overpriced the dog, while showing that he is so rich and opulent, that it doesn’t matter to him how much the dog costs.
· Tom’s language also shows that he likes to be in control – he regularly uses the personal pronoun “I”: telling Nick “I’ve got a nice place here” rather than ‘We’ve’ which excludes Daisy from his ‘achievements’.
Tom bullies people both verbally and physically:
· Tom silences any opposition by interrupting and talking over other people – in his first appearance, he interrupts both Daisy and Jordan so he can make his points. Even though Tom is upper class and knows how to act politely, he doesn’t care.
· Tom uses orders to control people – he ends his first conversation with Nick by turning Nick around “politely and abruptly” and telling him “We’ll go inside”.
· He uses verbal assaults to persuade Daisy to stay with him in chapter 7. His attack on Gatsby makes Daisy withdraw into herself and beg him “Please, Tom! I can’t stand this anymore”.
· When verbal assaults don’t work, Tom resorts to violence. When Myrtle doesn’t respond to his verbal treats in chapter 2 he breaks her nose without even thinking.
· Tom doesn’t physically abuse Daisy, but accidently bruises his finger – he is not in control of his strength.
· It is suggested that he even enjoys violence – he is excited by the thought of a “wreck” in chapter 7.
· Tom thinks that the best way to deal with problems is to confront them directly – this is how he wins Daisy back. By forcing a confrontation with Gatsby he regains control of the situation and his wife.
· He is also vindictive – after he has ended Gatsby’s dream of reuniting with Daisy he makes them travel home together, just to tub salt in Gatsby’s wounds. He knows that Gatsby is no longer a threat to him.
Tom Represents morality and materialism of the ‘Jazz Age’: 
Fitzgerald thought that the ‘Jazz age’ was hypocritical and this is reflected by Tom’s behaviour:
· He is applied when he learns of Daisy’s affair with Gatsby but he has lot of affairs himself.
· He criticises Gatsby for “sneering at family life”, but “was God knows where” when his daughter was born.
· He criticises Gatsby for knowing criminals and for being a bootlegger, but Tom also knows criminals and he likes to drink, which shows that he doesn’t follow the prohibition law either.
· He sets a high moral standard for other people, but has no morals himself. Nick notes that he moves “from libertine to prig” to suit his needs.
· Tom’s wealth and sense of superiority makes him “careless” and uncaring. Nick summarises Tom and Daisy’s behaviour when he says “they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money…and let other people clean up their mess”. They run away from their problems and never face the consequences.
· He acts as a foil to Gatsby – Gatsby is loyal, sensitive and caring whilst Tom is more or less the opposite: he only seems to start caring for Daisy when he sees that he could lose her. This suggests that his reaction is as much about pride and possessiveness as about caring for her. The fact that Daisy chooses Tom over Gatsby highlights the shallow and materialistic nature of the ‘Jazz age’ society.
· Like Daisy, Tom is materialistic – he has to appear to have the best of everything he has married with “more pomp and circumstance than Louisville ever knew”.
He is prejudiced and not very bright:
· Tom is a racist who worries that immigrants will challenge his privileged existence. He fears that “the white race will be… utterly submerged and that society will one day allow “intermarriage between black and white”.


· Tom’s racism could be a front for his fear that the ‘new rich’ will take over. He is “old-fashioned” which means he is old-money aristocracy and likes the traditional class system where he’s on top. In 1924, the immigration act was passed which restricted foreigners to entering the USA and so racism was widespread and there was much prejudice against foreigners. America became a place for people to fulfil the American Dream however this led to too many people entering the country and so a lot of white’s felt intimidated by them and wanted them to leave.
· He is scared of anything that threatens his superiority – he seems more upset that Daisy is having an affair with “Mr nobody from nowhere” than that she is having an affair at all.
· He is a sexist who feels threatened by independent women – he doesn’t like Jordan and Daisy having freedom, saying “women run around too much these days”.
· Ironically, Tom seems to be fairy well-read and he places great importance on science even though he doesn’t understand what he’s read. Daisy mock Tom by saying “He reads books with long words”. However he isn’t very clear and whenever he tries to justify prejudices he is hesitant and speaks in rambling half sentences: In chapter 1 he gives a nonsensical explanation of why “civilization’s going to pieces”. He explains “we’re Nordics. I am, and you are and you are, and…And we’ve produced all the things that go to make civilization- oh, science and art and all that. Do you see?”
· Tom is insecure about his lack of intelligence: “You think I’m pretty dumb, don’t you? ... Perhaps I am, but I have a – almost a second sight… Maybe you don’t believe that, but science -”. 
George and Myrtle Wilson
The Wilsons have an unhappy marriage:
· George seems to be besotted with his wife, buy Myrtle is disgusted by her husband and treats him “as if he were a ghost”. 
· Their marriage is unhappy because they are poor and business isn’t good for them. Myrtle wants a strong dominant man. She tells George to “throw me down and beat me, you dirty little coward!” Myrtle thinks George is below her socially, and she treats him as such.
· The Wilsons are the only major characters to live near the valley of ashes, and they provide the only glimpse for the reader into the lives of the working classes.
They are both victims of upper-class carelessness: 
· Tom gives George and Myrtle hope that they can escape poverty – he promises to sell George a car and he allows Myrtle to believe he wants to marry her, but he seems to have no intention of doings either.
· Daisy’s reckless driving kills Myrtle and George kills himself through grief.
Myrtle aspires to a better life:
· To heighten the tragedy of Myrtles death, Nick emphasises her hunger for life, frequently using the word “vitality” to describe her. She has a “vitality about her as if the nerves of her body were continually smouldering”.

Myrtle resents George because he isn’t rich – he even had to borrow “somebody’s best suit to get married in”:
· Myrtle thinks she married below her class, she says George “wasn’t fit to lick my shoe”. But she is actually working class herself. This is clear from the way she speaks: she uses non-standard grammar and “obscene” language”.
· Nick ridicules Myrtle’s attempts to appear upper class – he describes her voice as a “high mincing shout”. This lack of sympathy encourages the reader to see Myrtle as greedy, rather than ambitious or desperate.
· She naively thinks that Tom will leave Daisy and clings to him despite his abuse, because he is rich and upper class.
· Myrtle’s name, like Daisy is named after a plant – Myrtle is a shrub. This may imply that Myrtle’s intended as a foil to Daisy. The myrtle plant was sacred to Aphrodite, goddess of love and sexuality. Fitzgerald’s descriptions sexualise Myrtle: “sensuously” and “wet her lips” – which emphasises that her relationship with Tom is based on sex. This contrasts with Tom and Daisy’s relationship which is based on money and class.
George is a weak victim:
· Unlike most other characters, George is presented as loyal, selfless and hard-working. He is presented sympathetically as a victim of the selfish materialism in the East.
· George is a foil to Tom – George is weak, passive and is easily manipulated, whereas Tom is strong and controlling. George is responsible for Gatsby’s death but it is clear that Tom used him to “clean up” his “mess”.
· George isn’t very bright – he seems oblivious to his wife’s affair and to the chemistry between Myrtle and Tom.
· It is unclear why George commits suicide – he could feel responsible or Myrtle’s death or perhaps he doesn’t think it’s worth living without her: “He was his wife’s man and not his own”.
· George is the only character to talk about god – this empathises the lack of religious morality in society.
· The other characters rarely seem to consider the morality of their actions, but George thinks that God sees everything: “You may fool me but you can’t fool God!” He doesn’t realise that he is just looking at an advertising billboard. This shows that religious has been replaced by the worship of material goods.
Jordan Baker
Jordan is Dishonest and Cynical:
· Jordan is a well-known professional golfer, so she is a target for gossip – there was a “scandal” about her cheating in her first golf tournament.
· Her only family is an aunt who is “about a thousand years old”, so she has to learn to look after herself. This has made her hard and cynical about life.
· She is dishonest and frequently lies to get what she wants or to avoid trouble – she denied having “left a borrowed car out in the rain with the top down”.
· She is practical as shown by the fact that she helped Daisy to sober up so she could attend her “bridal dinner”, but she is also romantic as she encourages Nick to help Gatsby and Daisy have an affair.
· The name Jordan Baker links her with two makes of cars – Jordan and Baker, to emphasise that she is both materialistic and modern.
Jordan avoids emotional connections and she distances herself to avoid getting hurt or found out:
· She looks as if she’s balancing an “invisible but absorbing object on the tip of her chin” – this suggests that she is pretending to be aloof, and not part of the conversations going on around her.
· She tries to defuse conflict by making jokes – when things are building up to a climax in the hotel, Jordan “respectfully” whispers “It’s a swell suit”.
· She “instinctively avoided clever shrewd men” because she doesn’t want to be challenged.
· It’s only when Jordan’s with Nick that she lets her guard down and reveals something of her truth self. Twice in the novel she indicates that she has genuine feelings for Nick – after Myrtle’s death she asks Nick inside twice, but he rejects her. When Jordan phones Nick at work she admits she wants to see him, but he refuses.
· When she realises that Nick is just as careless as everyone else Jordan rejects her feelings for him and says “I don’t give a damn about you now”. She denies being hurt by his rejection, saying she only felt a “little dizzy”.
She provides a comparison with Daisy:
· Unlike Daisy, Jordan is very independent – men expect her to “yield” but she doesn’t five in to their expectations.
· Jordan doesn’t say much and seems to consider her words carefully, whereas Daisy chants inanely. She is direct and assertive to emphasise her independence: “don’t talk.” And “Listen, Tom.” She uses statements instead of questions to take control conversations: “You live in West Egg”.
· While Daisy is stuck in the past, Jordan is “too wise ever to carry well-forgotten dreams from age to age”. This suggests that Jordan looks forward instead of back – she is practical and moves on from the past. It also hints at a tired cynicism – she doesn’t hope and dream, because she expects to be disappointed.
· However Jordan is part of the same “careless” upper-class world as Daisy – she acknowledges that she is a “bad driver” (a careless person) but chooses not to change. This is partly why Nick ends their relationship.
Meyer Wolfshiem
Wolfshiem represent the criminal underworld of the 1920’s:
· Wolfshiem is first introduced just after Gatsby has described his past life as a “young rajah” and claimed to have inherited his money.
· Juxtaposing Gatsby’s tall stories with his connection to Wolfshiem’s obviously criminal activities strongly hints that Gatsby isn’t all he seems to be. It adds weight to rumours that Gatsby is a criminal and didn’t inherit his money.
· Wolfshiem’s character is based on Arnold Rothstein – a notorious Jewish gangster who lived in New York and was involved in bootlegging. Rothstein was believed to have bribed a baseball team to deliberately lose the World Series. In the novel, Gatsby claimed that Wolfshiem “fixed the world series”.
· Nick says that Wolfshiem played with “the faith of fifty million people”. Fitzgerald’s use of the word “faith” links gambling with religion. This suggests that religion has been replaced by materialism and emphasise the idea that the pursuit of wealth has become the main focus of American life.
· Wolfshiem’s connection to Walter Chase, a friend of Tom’s shows how far the criminal corruption has spread.
· Wolfshiem’s name sounds like a predator and suggest he is useless.
Wolfshiem is an ambiguous character:
· Wolfshiem’s behaviour is a mix of sentimentality and practicality – he says it is better to “show our friendship for a man when he is alive and not after he is dead”.
· His appearance is also ambiguous – Fitzgerald describes his eating habitats using the oxymoron “ferocious delicacy” and his sophisticated manner of dress is offset by the fact that his cuff- links are made from human molars.
· Wolfshiem is an odd mix of contradictory qualities. He is sentimental but also hard and businessmen like:
Sentimental:
· Like Dan Cody, Wolfshiem is a farther figure to Gatsby and even set him up in business: “Start him! I made him”. Wolfshiem makes it sound as if he set Gatsby on a honest path, but he actually made him a criminal.
· Wolfshiem talks about “friends gone now forever”. He is clearly emotional and misss old friends – he is one of the few characters to grieve for Gatsby. He says they were “always together”, as his “eyes filled with tears”.
Business-like:
· His language is sometimes aggressive – “don’t pay him a penny till he shuts his mouth”. He speaks in orders and statements instead of questions: “I understand you’re looking for a business gonnection”.
· He doesn’t attend Gatsby’s funeral because he doesn’t want to “get mixed up” with Gatsby’s suspicious death.
· Wolfshiem’s influence in Gatsby’s success continues the idea that the American dream has been corrupted – he teaches Gatsby that the best way for a working-class man to be successful is through illegal activities.



He is a caricature of a Jewish criminal:
· Nick’s description of Wolfshiem reveals both his anti-Semitic prejudice and his willingness to judge people.
· Wolfshiem is presented as short, showy and involved in underhand dealings – a common portrayal of Jews in the 1920’s. Nick draws attention to Wolfshiem’s “tragic” nose and mocks his speech “gonnection” and “oggsford”.
· This makes Wolfshiem appear to be an almost comic character, which is inappropriate given his ruthless behaviour.
· It could be argued that his racist presentation of Jews was common at the time, and Nick is simply reflecting a general fear and ignorance that many Americans had about Jewish people.
Dan Cody
Dan Cody was a farther Figure to Gatsby:
· Gatsby virtually disowned his mother and farther because “his imagination had never really accepted them as his parents at all”. This is why Cody was so influential in shaping Gatsby into the man that he became.
· Until the age of 17 Gatsby was just James Gatz – Cody taught him how to be Jay Gatsby.
· Gatsby always dreamed of something bigger and Dan proved that it was possible. Cody gave Gatsby his first taste of the elite life and the American Dream – Cody was a self-made millionaire with a life of “lavish doings”.
· Nick says Cody had an “empty face” which could suggest that he was unfulfilled in spite of his success.
· Gatsby wanted to achieve the same things as Cody, but he also worked out how to improve on Cody’s example: Cody had a drink problem, but Gatsby “formed the habit of letting liquor alone”. Cody’s behaviour was debauched – he indulged in “the savage violence of the frontier brothel and saloon”. Gatsby throws debauched parties but he himself “grew more correct as the fraternal hilarity increased”. 
Owl Eyes and Klipspringer are representatives of all Gatsby’s guests
· Owl Eyes is a “stout, middle-aged man” who Nick meets at one of Gatsby’s parties. Owl Eyes is impressed by the fact that Gatsby’s books are “absolutely real” because he assumed that they would be “cardboard” –this shows that everyone suspects that there is something suspicious about Gatsby.
· Owl Eyes also points out that Gatsby “didn’t cut the pages – meaning he hasn’t read them. This reinforces the idea that the library is just part of the façade that Gatsby hides behind.
· Klipspringer is known as the “boarder” because he spends so much time at Gatsby’s mansion – he is just one of the many guests who turn up at Gatsby’s parties uninvited.
· Gatsby’s too polite to turn them away, so they take advantage of his hospitality. But they don’t care about him -  of the “hundreds” of guests, only Owl Eyes attends his funeral, while Klipspringer is more concerned about his “tennis shoes”, and misses the funeral for a “picnic or something”. This reflects the shallowness and selfishness of the era.

Michaelis witnesses the novel’s climax
· Michaelis is the “young Greek” who runs a “coffee joint” next door to the Wilson’s garage – he is a fairly two dimensional character who is presented as a good neighbour and a reliable witness.
· His main role in the novel is to provide evidence for the investigation of Myrtle’s death, and Fitzgerald uses him as a narrative device to provide a first-hand account of the events where Nick isn’t present.
· The upper-class characters leave Wilson alone and focus on their own problems, but Michaelis remains. His caring behaviour highlights the selfishness of the other characters.
Themes
Money and the American Dream
There is a big gap between the rich and the poor:
· Most of the characters in the novel are very wealthy and live a life of luxury. The rich and glamorous atmosphere defines the novel’s tone – the focus on the upper class-lifestyle gives the novel a mood of lively extravagance: Gatsby owns a beach, motor boats and a Rolls-Royce and his parties are full of “faces and voices and colour”.
· However this society is contrasted with the poverty of those living near to the valley of ashes. The location of the valley of the ashes between the wealthy Egg communities and New York makes the contrast stronger.
There is also a constant sense that the glamorous lives of the upper classes are essentially meaningless:
· Beneath the surface, everyone is bored because they have no purpose – Daisy seems to realise this when she asks what they should do “this afternoon…and the day after that, and the next thirty years”.
· Many friendships appear superficial: Gatsby’s parties are full of “enthusiastic meetings between women who never knew each other’s names”. This shows that the society is full of pretence and loneliness.
· Many of Gatsby’s guests had tragic faces: “drowned, “strangled his wife”, “killed himself”. This reinforces the message that behind the light-hearted partying, much of society was deeply unhappy.
· Fitzgerald’s portrayal invites the reader to be critical of the characters empty, materialistic lives while simultaneously making those lives seem exciting and beautiful. This reflects his own attitude towards wealth.
· Fitzgerald creates a pessimistic tone to the novel which suggests that he thought the boom of the economy couldn’t last. He was right as in 1929 the stock market crashed. Resulting in the great depression.
Characters have different attitudes to money:
The characters are defined by their relationship with money – it affects how they act, how they see themselves and how others see them:
· Nick is confused about how to respond to wealth and decadence. When he begins his banking career he suggests his role models are “Midas and Morgan and Maecenas”. All the same time Nick says that Gatsby’s empty display of wealth “represented everything for which I have an unaffected scorn”. Midas is a legendary king whose touch turned things to gold. Morgan was a successful banker. Maecenas was a wealthy patron of the arts in Ancient Rome.
· Daisy and Tom take their wealth for granted. Tom assumes it is his natural right to be at the top of society and Daisy was “casual” about the beautiful house she grew up in. This attitude makes them “careless people” – they never worry when they hurt other people, they can retreat “back into their money”.
· Gatsby used to be “extravagantly ambitious” and focused on financial gain. However, the Gatsby that Nick meets doesn’t get involved in the decadence of his own parties. This suggests that he has grown to be indifferent to his wealth – he just sees it as a means towards winning Daisy.
· For Myrtle, money buys happiness – she gets pleasure from her cold cream, pet dog and magazines. Her opinion of her husband was damaged by the realisation that he couldn’t afford to buy a suit for their wedding.
Money causes a social divide:
· The people who lie in East Egg come from old, wealthy families and have inherited money. They see themselves as elegant and well-mannered.
· West Egg is the home of new money – people who have recently made their money through business.
· The people of East Egg look down on the people who live in West Egg because they consider their family backgrounds to be inferior and their ostentatious displays of wealth to be in bad taste.
· Gatsby realises that money isn’t enough to cross the social divide between himself and Daisy – he needs to be upper class to be seen as her equal. His affected speech and imported shirts are an attempt to imitate the upper class.
Gatsby represents the American Dream:
· Gatsby is literally a self-made man – he invented himself. Gatsby’s character embodies the American dream – his entire identity, as well as his wealth was achieved through hope, hard work and ambition.
· As a young boy he dreamed of being great – his farther thought he would help “build up the county” and Gatsby set out a strict schedule focused on “improving his mind” and body. The idea of self-improvement is central to the American dream.
· When Gatsby meets Daisy, his dream of being a “great man” becomes a dream of being wealthy enough to her marry her. This reflects the way the American Dream was corrupted to become the pursuit of wealth. Daisy is even described in materialistic terms, emphasising her status as a symbol of wealth: Daisy is described as “gleaming like silver” – she appears to embody the phrase ‘made of money’. Many men loved her which “increased her value” – this makes her sound like an item that is high in demand.
· By narrowing his ambitions to winning Daisy, Nick thinks that Gatsby limits his potential: “his mind would never romp like the mind of God”. This is similar to the corruption of the American Dream because it became about obtaining wealth rather than doing great things.
· Gatsby’s role model Dan Cody also became disillusioned and unfulfilled by the futility of the American dream.
· The American dream promotes the idea that anyone can achieve their ambitions through hard work, regardless of their background, but the characters in the novel fail to overcome the barriers of class. Gatsby will never earn upper-class status through hard work and material positions. This implies that people are judged on class rather than merit, so the American Dream is unattainable.
· During the post-war economic boom anyone could try to become wealthy. However the novel highlights the clear class barriers between old money and new money which show that the America follows the same strict social hierarchy that the American dream hoped to avoid suggesting the American Dream became corrupted which is the main theme of the novel.
Love and Relationships
Fitzgerald portrays different kinds of love:
· In the novel, everyone is seeking to form and keep romantic relationships – they want to love and be loved.
· However this doesn’t mean they are all looking for the same thing each character seems to view love in a different way which makes the network of relationships complex.
· Lots of relationships are ambiguous and contain elements of different types of love:
Idealised love:
· Gatsby’s obsession with Daisy has transformed his memory of her into an image of perfection. There is no way Daisy can live up to Gatsby’s imagined ideal.
· Daisy’s love for Gatsby could also be idealised – she claims to love Gatsby, but she is also holding on to the past and has idealised their romance. She could just be in love with the feeling of being adored.
Unconditional love:
· When Wilson discovers Myrtle’s affair he is crushed and appears “physically sick” but he still loves her- her death affects him to the point where he starts to act “sort of crazy” and is willing to commit murder.
· Daisy and Tom’s relationship has elements that seem unconditional. Tom appeals to Daisy to remember the day at the punch bowl with a “husky tenderness” that suggests there is real affection between them.
Material love:
· Myrtle loves Tom because of the life he represents and the happiness she gets from the things he buys her.
· But Myrtle’s materialism affects her marriage. She “can’t stand” Wilson, simply because he is poor and she regards him as a failure. Her reaction to the fact that he “borrowed somebody’s best suit” for their wedding shows that her feelings are strongly connected to wealth – she “lay down and cried”.
· To a certain degree, Tom and Daisy’s relationship is held together by material love – wealth and class play a big role. Their marriage makes them more respectable in society, and they need each other to help get what they want in life- for Tom, Daisy’s beauty makes her a status symbol and for Daisy, Tom offers stability.
Relationships are a source of conflict:
· Most of the relationships in the novel are unhappy, unstable or violent – this idea is hinted at early in the novel when two men literally remove their wives from Gatsby’s garden by brute force: “both wives were lifted, kicking, into the night”. The word “kicking” hints at the violence to come.
· Men treat women as possessions and think they can do what they like with them – Tom gives Myrtle a dog leash which symbolises the fact that he is in control of the affair. 
Tom decides when they see each other and even what Myrtle is allowed to say – he “broke her nose with his open hand” for daring to say his wife’s name.
· Tom and Gatsby argue over Daisy as is she is a possession and they can decide on who keeps her.
· Fitzgerald portrays love as violent and destructive – all of the marriages in the novel are unhappy. This dissatisfaction with love escalates into violence and eventually three characters die – Myrtle, Gatsby and George.
· This could reflect Fitzgerald’s own dissatisfaction and unhappiness with his marriage to Zelda. As he had a passionate relationship filled with tension.
Friendships tend to be shallow:
· Gatsby is generous, hospitable and kind, but in the end he is abandoned by all of his acquaintances – “Nobody came” to his funeral except for Nick, his farther, Owl eyes and a few servants.
· Gatsby holds parties and forms bonds solely to find out if anyone knows Daisy – he strikes up a friendship with Nick to get full access to Daisy. Gatsby doesn’t trust anyone with the truth about his life because he is worried about preserving his carefully constructed persona. He only tells Nick the truth once his persona has been “broken up like glass”.
· Nick is Gatsby’s most loyal friend, but even he isn’t always kind or complimentary about Gatsby – immediately after he tells Gatsby “You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together” he admits that he “disapproved of him from beginning to end” and this was “the only compliment” he ever gave him.
· Wolfshiem also seems to genuinely care for Gatsby, they were “always together” and Nick calls him Gatsby’s “closest friend”, but he refuses to get “mixed up” with Gatsby’s death.
· This failure to make successful relationships with others emphasises Gatsby’s role as an isolated dreamer. It also reinforces the impression that everyone is isolated and nobody really understands anyone else.



The traditional family structure doesn’t exist in the novel:
There are several parents mentioned, but none of them act as strong role models or give advice. They’re all distant or vague figures who aren’t actively involved in their children lives:
· Myrtle’s mother is just an unclear photograph that Nick mistakes for a “hen sitting on blurred rock”.
· Daisy’s treatment of her daughter indicates that she is not interested in her –when Nick asks about Pammy, Daisy looks at Nick “absently” and is more interested in talking about herself as a mother: “let me tell you what I said when she was born”. To Daisy, Pammy is just another object to be shown off and then taken away while Tom never mentions his daughter and wasn’t even at her birth.
· Gatsby’s farther appears “helpless” and child-like – Gatsby even bought him a house which is reversal of the traditional parent-child relationship. He is so impressed by his son’s wealth that he doesn’t seem able to grieve for Gatsby’s death properly, because his sadness is “mixed with an awed pride”.
· The lack of strong parent figures could suggest that the character lack guidance and aren’t concerned with traditional family values.
· The one exception is the relationship between Nick and his farther – Nick still bears his father’s advice in mind: “Whenever you feel like criticising anyone… just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had the same advantages that you’ve had.
· Nick tries to follow his father’s advice, which suggests that traditional family values are important to him. This sets him apart from the other characters and the materialistic society of the East.
The confusion between Appearance and Reality
There is difference between how things appear and how they really are. Many character are unable or unwilling to face reality, and prefer to see only appearances.
· To Gatsby, Daisy appears perfect, but her actions show that she is actually shallow, disloyal and materialistic.
· Gatsby imagine that Daisy hasn’t changed from the girl he fell in love with 5 years ago. In reality she is now a wife and a mother, but Gatsby refuses to see this. He is shocked when he meets Daisy’s child because he and never “really believed in its existence”.
· Wilson sees the eyes of Dr T.J Eckleburg as the eyes of God, but the reader knows that there are sightless and just “an advertisement”. Eckleburg’s eyes just take on whatever meaning the viewer gives himself.
· Mr Gatz’s photo on his son’s house is “more real to him now that the house itself”. This suggests he can only comprehend a small, visual representation of his son’s wealth. The reality is too huge to be handled.
· Similarly the ‘Jazz Age’ appears exciting and glamorous on the surface, but underneath its rotten and corrupt.


The narrator’s view of Reality is often confused by appearances. The reader only knows what Nick reveals and his grasp of reality is distorted by how things appear to him:
· In chapter 1 Nick over dramatizes the sound of the phone ringing, saying that his first instinct “was to telephone immediately for the police”. In reality all that’s happened is that the mood of the evening has been broken.
· Nick believes that “life is much more successfully looked at from a single window” – this suggests that he could be intentionally ignoring reality for the sake of a simpler picture, so not everything he says can be trusted.
· Nick’s concerned about what people think – he wants to “enter” the lives of “romantic women”, but doesn’t want anyone to “know or disapprove”. What people see is more important than what really happens.
· By making a character in his story the narrator, Fitzgerald only provides a partial viewpoint of the events, where even the narrator doesn’t see or understand everything. Nick’s narration is distorted, but he tries to make his viewpoint appear to be reality – this adds more ‘unreality’ to a novel already full off superficiality.
The unreality of reality is mirrored in the physical world. The blurred line between fantasy and reality extends to the geography and weather described in the novel:
Geography:
· The valley of ashes is a “fantastic” place where “ashes grow like wheat” and everything is made of ash. The name also links it to the ‘valley of the shadow death’ – a metaphorical image of the world derived from the Bible.
· The Eggs are described as an “arresting phenomenon”, a “source of perpetual confusion” and “natural curiosities” – these descriptions make them sound unreal and cut off from the rest of the world.
Weather:
The weather reflects the events and emotional tone of the novel – this is called pathetic fallacy and it makes events seem unreal because it suggests that nature is mirroring the character’s emotions:
· Gatsby and Daisy’s disappointing and emotional first meeting happens when it is “pouring rain”.
· When their love is rekindled, the rain stops and the room is filled with “twinkle-bells of sunshine”. This mirrors Gatsby’s change in emotion – he “literally glowed” with happiness.
Most of the characters hide behind disguises. Just as glamour’s life of the East masks the corruption underneath, the characters also hide their true identities:
Gatsby is an illusion:
· Gatsby is the most important example in the novel of a character who uses a disguise to hide his true identity. 
· Gatsby creates the surface appearance of inherited wealth and a distinguished history to hide the reality of his impoverished past and his criminal present. This allows him to pursue his dream of a failure with Daisy.
It is clear that Gatsby has been living a lie for years – he originally dated Daisy “under false pretences”:
· Gatsby is introduced through gossip – guests speculate that he once “killed a man”, or was a “spy”. Gatsby is a mystery – everyone talks about him but no one knows anything.
· People are intrigued by Gatsby’s real identity, but in trying to uncover his past they just add to the myth. There are hints that people suspect that he is a fake: Owl Eyes is amazed that Gatsby’s books are “absolutely real”.
· Nick says that “Jay Gatsby…sprang from his platonic conception of himself”. Plato, a Greek Philosopher argued that there was a difference between the material world which we observe and the ideal world. Nick thinks that Gatsby as a “17 year old boy” imagined an ideal man and tried to make it reality.
· Gatsby’s well developed persona raises the question of whether an illusion can ever become reality.
Other characters are also dishonest:
Nick suggests that “personality is an unbroken series of successful gestures”. If this is true then it suggests that you can control the way that people see you and be seen as you want to be seen. Fitzgerald gives the impression of a society where superficial appearances are more important than reality:
· Jordan is “incurably dishonest” – Nick thinks she has to pretend to be someone she’s not to fit into society. She has to appear “cool, insolent” but still wants to “satisfy the demands of her hard, jaunty body” – she wants sexual freedom but without the labels that come with it, so she has learnt to lie.
· Myrtle’s behaviour changes according to where and who she is with – she tries to act upper class with Tom, referring to the servants as “These people” and saying that George “wasn’t fit to lick my shoe”. She is trying to escape the reality of the valley of ashes, and enter Tom’s privileged society.
· Daisy and Tom try to keep up the appearances of a happy marriage, but everyone knows Tom’s having an affair. Daisy ignores reality and the “shrill metallic urgency” of the telephone – she wants to pretend everything’s fine.
· It is significant that all of the characters who attempt to be someone else fail in the end.
Religion and Morality
The characters are searching for new values:
None of the characters in the novel are obviously religious ad they all seem to lack religion morale’s. Daisy hits and kills Myrtle but doesn’t even stop, and Daisy, Tom and Myrtle all have affairs. The characters rely on things other than religion to guide their actions:
· Tom believes in his own racial and class superiority. He worries that the “white race” will be “utterly submerged”. Nick comments that Tom’s immoral actions, such as causing Gatsby’s death were “to him, entirely justified”. Tom thinks that his class protects him, and his status justifies his action.
· Nick follows his father’s advice – or at least tries to bear it in mind. He also idolises Gatsby’s “extraordinary gift for hope”. His faith in Gatsby almost seems to stand in for a lack of religious faith: “I had one of those renewals of complete faith in him that I’d experienced before”.
· Gatsby is guided by his dream – he believes that anything he does in pursuit of it is entirely justified – this includes a life of crime and breaking apart a family.
· Only Wilson explicitly mentions god, but he doesn’t belong to a church – he only calls on God when he needs him, and he sees God as a vengeful presence: “God knows what you’ve been doing”, everything you’ve been doing”.
· Tom even uses religion to help pursue his adulterous relationship with Myrtle – he lies that Daisy is “a catholic” to justify the fact that he won’t leave her.
Religion has been replaced by consumerism and the pursuit of pleasure. The characters live aimless lives that revolve around pleasing themselves and acquiring new possessions: the guests at Gatsby’s parties focus on drinking, looking for new lovers and trying to make “easy money”:
· The conversation between Michaelis and Wilson in chapter 8 suggests that consumerism has replaced religion: “‘you may fool me, but you can’t fool god!’… Michaelis saw with a shock that he was looking at the eyes of Doctor T.J Eckleburg…”
· Wilson mistakes the eyes of the advertisement for god. This shows that the eyes actually have no meaning except for the meaning that the characters give them. This could reflect the feeling of the lost generation that life is essentially meaningless and is defined only by the values that people give it.
· Consumerism promise that material objects will make you happy and give your life meaning. However, material possessions don’t make people happy – in the novel this is symbolised by the fact that cars, which are desirable consumer items, cause death and destruction.
The idea that consumerism has replaced religious values is reinforced throughout the novel:
· Fitzgerald mentions the “Presbyterian nymphs” in the speakeasy in chapter 4. This use of religious language could suggest that religious symbols have lost their power, and are at home in places of corruption.
· Weddings are a religious and legal union of a couple, but Daisy’s wedding to Tom is used primarily to display their extravagant wealth. Tom brings “four private cars” and hires “a whole floor” of a hotel.
· Gatsby’s car “scattered light” across the landscape and has “fenders spread like wings”. These descriptions give the car qualities often associated with religion – it is a source of light and is winged like an angel.
Gatsby could be seen as a religious figure. 
· Nick links Gatsby directly to God when he says: “He was a son of God – phrase which, if it means anything means just that- and he must be about his farther business, the service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty. The statement could be ironic – the “Farther” that Nick is referring to could be Dan Cody or Wolfshiem, immoral self-made businessman who were farther figures to Gatsby. Gatsby’s “business” is the pursuit of wealth.

Alternatively, Fitzgerald could have intended to connect Gatsby with Jesus or Adam:
Gatsby and Jesus:
· There are biblical allusions that develop the similarities between the two – Jesus became mortal and sacrificed himself for mankind’s sins, whereas Gatsby tied himself to Daisy’s mortal, “perishable breath”, and died because he took the blame for Daisy’s sins.
Gatsby and Adam:
·  The American dream of creating a land of opportunity, a perfect world where anything is possible, echoes the nature of the Garden of Eden.
· A women is responsible for the downfall of both Adam and Gatsby – Eve and Daisy respectively.
· Fitzgerald could have meant the term “son of God” less literally – in Christianity, everyone is a “son of god” in the sense that Christians believe man is made in God’s image. If Gatsby is just an ordinary man, this suggests that his “gift for hope” is even more “extraordinary”.
In the novel’s shallow, materialistic and immoral society, religion has been replaced by consumerism, so Gatsby’s wealth and dreams could make him a corrupted Christ-like figure are the result of Nick’s narration, and may just reflect Nick’s own moral conclusion.
The seven deadly sins crop up throughout the novel:
· At different points in the novel, the characters indulge in all of the seven deadly sins: Myrtle is envious when she sees Jordan outside Wilson’s garage – her eyes are “wide with jealous terror”, and Tom is proud of his mansion: “I’ve got a nice place there”.
· In the Bible the seven deadly sins often caused the downfall of a society: the city of Sodom. This hints that Fitzgerald believed the decadence of the Jazz Age couldn’t last.
· Nick mentions the “cardinal virtues” when he says “I am one of the few honest people that I have ever known”. This is ironic because honestly isn’t a cardinal virtue, and because Nick is just as dishonest as the other characters.
Gender and Sexuality
The female characters highlight tensions caused by the new gender roles. Fitzgerald uses Jordan, Daisy and Myrtle to explore the conflict between the existing male-dominated society and women’s hopes for an independent life style:
Daisy:
· Young Daisy had a “little white roadster” and she was sexually liberated, freely flirting with army officers.
· Daisy controls men with her looks and charm – she captivates Nick, Tom and Gatsby. However both Tom and Gatsby seem to see her as a possession rather than an individual.
· Her life is defined entirely by her relationship with men – when she was young she “wanted her life shaped”, and saw marriage as the only way she could do this. Nick says he has “dinner with the Tom Buchanans” – this suggests that Daisy’s identity is now as Tom’s wife, not as a person in her own right.
Jordan:
· Jordan has a successful golf career, and is therefore quite independent. Descriptions of her focus on masculine characteristics, “an erect carriage…like a young cadet”, and even her name isn’t gender specific. This suggests that she has the male attributes required to remain independent.
· It is hinted that Jordan is sexually active when Nick says she satisfies the “demands of her hard, jaunty body”, but Nick also suggests that she has to lie to hide her behaviour: “she had begun dealings in subterfuges… in order to keep that cool, insolent smile turned to the world”.
Myrtle:
· Myrtle seems to have power over her husband in their marriage – Wilson is “his wife’s man and not his own”, yet he is still able to lock her up in chapter 7.
· Myrtle’s affair with Tom also suggests that she is sexually liberated. However the only way she can improve her situation is through her relationships with men- she relies on Tom to buy her things and to take her away from the valley of ashes.
The novel is set in a male-dominated society:
· The novels focus is mostly male – Gatsby is the protagonist. Nick is the narrator and Tom helps to drive the plot forward – both by his affair with Myrtle and by forcing a confrontation with Gatsby.
· The women are props used to reveal the male characters’ personalities: Daisy’s main role is as the object of Gatsby’s desire.
· Even the geography in the novel is dominated by men – Nick imagines the first settlers arriving on the “fresh, green breast” of America, and the invading ‘male’ taking over and colonising the naked ‘female’ county.
· However, because the story is told through a male narrator, the novel could present a distorted view of women – Fitzgerald himself admitted that it was “a man’s book” and it contained “no important woman character”.
Sexuality is connected to power and control:
The women in the novel use their sexuality to get what they want – Myrtle want to be spoilt, so she uses her vitality to make Tom buy her things. Daisy wants attention so she murmurs “to make people lean toward her”:
· Myrtle’s sexuality is described as a power of force, rather than a physical attractiveness. Nick says she is full of “vitality…as if the nerves of her body were continually smouldering”.
· Daisy’s voice represents her feminine sexuality – it gives her power over men. Nick describes it as a “singing compulsion whispered ‘listen’. A promise that she had done gay, exciting things”.
· Myrtle is sexualised even in death: “her left breast was swinging loose”. This suggests that her sexuality destroyed her.


The sexuality of the men in the novel seems to be linked with their desire and ability to control women:
· Tom’s sexuality is linked to his physicality: “Not even the effeminate swank of his riding clothes could hide the enormous power of that body – he seemed to fill those glistening boots until he strained the top lacing”. This shows that he is physically strong but words like “glistening” and “strained” have sexual connotations.
· Tom’s affairs are about control as much as sex. He bosses Myrtle about, and controls her through violence. When he realises that both Daisy and Myrtle are “slipping…from his control” he feels “hot whips of panic”. His panic manifests itself as anger at Gatsby – he assumes Gatsby is responsible for taking his wife and doesn’t consider that Daisy is capable of making her own decisions.
· Gatsby’s desire for Daisy is linked to a desire to control her: “He took what he could get, ravenously and unscrumptiously – eventually he took Daisy… took her because he had no really right to touch her hand”. By repeatedly emphasising that Gatsby “took her”, Fitzgerald places Gatsby in control. He is active, powerful and initiates the sexual relationship – Daisy has no control, she is the passive object that was taken.
There are hints of homosexuality throughout the novel. Some parts of the text indicate that Nick’s sexuality is ambiguous:
· Nick says that he is often privy to “the intimate revelations of young men…marred by obvious suppressions”.
· He is attracted to Jordan’s boyish figure – he thinks her body is “hard” and notes the “slender muscles in her arms”.
· There is a vague, confused scene with Mr McKee- a “feminine man” – where Nick finds himself “standing beside his bed” while Mr McKee is “between the sheets, clad in his underwear”.
· On the other hand, Nick mentions several relationships with girls, and thinks he might be “in love” with Jordan.
· Jordan’s sexuality is also ambiguous – she is described in masculine terms and seems to form closer relationships with women that with men.
· The sexual ambiguity throughout the novel seems to reflect a society where social and sexual barriers are breaking down.
Symbols and Imagery
Fitzgerald uses symbols and imagery to emphasise the novels themes. Fitzgerald’s writing is full of bright colours, sensual music and fragrant scenes. He is involving the reader’s sense to help make a sense seem more tangible.
Fitzgerald also describes objects that hold more significance than others – he uses these objects as symbols.
The green light is a symbol of hope. At the beginning of the novel, the green light is a sign of Daisy’s presence:
· The green light is a visible object near where Daisy lives.
· Gatsby hasn’t seen Daisy in years and the green light is the closest he can get to her.
· Gatsby doesn’t think that Daisy is like a green light but he lets the green light represent Daisy. The green light becomes symbol for Daisy.
· Gatsby’s idea of Daisy is romanticised. He has stopped seeing Daisy as a real person and more as the fantasy future. Therefore, Daisy herself becomes a symbol of Gatsby’s hope for the future.
· If the green light stands for Daisy, and Daisy symbolises the future, then the green light is a symbol of the future.
· When Gatsby is reunited with Daisy, the distance between reality and fantasy is made clear. Daisy’s not the single, young woman of his dreams – she is married, with a child. At this point, the symbol detaches from what is symbolised – what Nick saw as one of Gatsby’s “enchanted objects” becomes just a “green light on a dock”.
· The reader also makes more traditional associations with the colour green in particular, jealousy, inexperience, freshness and sickness. The associations all blend together in the symbolism of Gatsby’s vision of Daisy.
· At the end of the novel, the colour green resurfaces in Nick’s vision of the “fresh, green breast of the new world” – America as it must have seemed to other sailors who arrived centuries before. This connects Gatsby’s yearning for Daisy and the symbolism of the colour green to the ‘new world’ and the pursuit of the American Dream.
The colours of precious metals increase value throughout the novel:
· Nick describes Daisy as a “golden girl”, connecting her with the colour gold. She is a radiant character with a “glowing” voice and face, which draws on the fact that the name Daisy is from ‘day’s eye’.
· However her “golden” image is also created by the fact that she is associated with money. Gatsby comments that Daisy’s “glowing” voice is “full of money”, which makes the link between the colour gold and money explicit.
· Nick suggests that the young Gatsby saw Daisy as “silver”, whereas over time, she becomes “golden”. The increasing value of the metallic metaphors suggests that her value is connected to how unattainable she is.
· The epigraph of the novel stats with “Then wear that golden hat, if that will move her”. Putting a “hat” on is a way of saying ‘to adopt to a role’. If Gatsby becomes the “golden hatted (…) lover” of the epigraph, he must adopt the role of the wealthy socialite and flaunt his material wealth – which is exactly what she does.
Fitzgerald inverts the symbolism of the colour white. White is traditionally a symbolic colour associated with purity and virginity. However the meaning of the colour white changes through the novel, eventually suggesting that white is used to cover up the characters darker traits:
· Nick’s first arrival at the Buchanan’s house is characterised by the whiteness of the surroundings. The ceiling is described as a “frosted wedding-cake” and Daisy and Jordan are dressed in white. Nick imagines that they’ve just taken a “short flight around the house” which makes them sound like angles.
· The room is later described as “the crimson room”. The “wine-coloured rug” dominates the room, which anticipates the blood on the hands of Daisy and high society, who are ultimately responsible for the casual “holocaust” of the lower-class characters, Gatsby, Myrtle and Wilson.
· By the end of the novel, Nick is so disillusioned that his associations with the colour white are reversed and the colour white starts to represent corruption. Nick drams of a drunken women lying unconscious on a stretcher in a “white evening dress”. Her lack of awareness and her dangling hand, “cold with jewels”, symbolise the coldness of the upper classes and the fact that “no one cares”.
The colour seems to be used as a ‘whitewash’ to hide things that people don’t want society to see:
· Both Jordan and Daisy uses cosmetic “white powder” to disguise their flaws. Jordan uses it to hide an unfashionable tan on her fingers, while Nick notices “a tiny gust of powder” rising from Daisy’s chest.
· Myrtle wears a “cream coloured” dress when she is pretending to be upper class in her New York apartment – she uses the pale colour to try to hide her working-class background.
· Nick’s choice of “white flannels” at Gatsby’s party could suggest that he is trying to appear innocent.
Everyone is scared about looking one another in the Eye. Eyes are traditionally thought as ‘wisdoms to the soul’. In the novel, the characters seem scared to make eye contact because of what others might see in them, or what they might recognise in others:
· Nick says at the first lunch at the Buchanans house “I was conscious of wanting to look squarely at everyone, and yet to avoid all eyes”. Nick seems keen to observe the others but doesn’t want to be examined too closely himself.
· Throughout the book, Daisy’s eyes are described as “bright”. Yet, at the hotel, Gatsby asks her to say she never loved Tom and she “looked at him blindly”. Daisy is worried that her eyes will give her secret away.
· When the phone rings during dinner, Jordan and Nick exchange a look that is “consciously devoid of meaning” – they don’t want to give anything away.
· The most sinister eyes in the novel are “the eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg”, that keep a “vigil” over the valley of ashes like an omniscient observer of society. Wilson sees the old optician’s advert as the eyes of could which could symbolise a society that need its ‘vision correcting’ in order to ‘see’ faults.
The cars in the novel are more than just transport – they are also symbolic commodities:
Cars as symbols of status:
· Tom uses his car to assert hi social and financial superiority over Wilson. It allows him to get access to Myrtle, while Wilsons’s lack of transport means he cannot take Myrtle out of Tom’s reach. Tom never intends to sell the car to Wilson, but dangles it like bait to emphasise his power over the lower classes.
· Gatsby’s car completes his image as a successful, self-made man. It is a “rich, cream colour, bright with nickel” – the combination of rich colours links his car to precious metals.
However the power of the cars can be misused: Tom has a car crash that injures a hotel maid he was seeing just after his wedding and Owl Eyes’ drunken companion crashes his car after Gatsby’s party in Chapter 3. These car crashes reveal the drivers’ antisocial vices – infidelity and drunkenness.
Fitzgerald uses cars to symbolise a character ability to destroy those around them whilst keeping themselves safe:
· The papers nickname Gatsby’s car the “death car”, making it explicit that the car can be a fatal weapon.
· The language used to describe Myrtle’s death reinforces the dangerous power of the car and the fragility of people. Myrtle’s breast us “swinging lose like a flap” and her mouth is “ripped”.
· Nick concludes that Tom and Daisy “smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money”. 
Using violent but simple language, Nick refers to Daisy’s car crash that so easily kills Myrtle, and condemns the excess of wealth that protects them, like the heavy body of an expensive car.
Fitzgerald uses animal and flower imagery to highlight certain aspects of the novel’s characters:
Animal:
· Many of Gatsby’s guests have animal names that suggest their personality. The name Whitebait and Hammerhead could suggest that the social circle is full of ‘small fry’ and ‘big sharks’ in business.
· Animals themselves are rare in the novel. The Eggs are dominated by bright displays of electrical lights and modern technology. When Gatsby looks out towards Daisy’s dock, Nick describes the “loud, bright night, with wings beating in the trees”. Fitzgerald’s use of aggressive adjectives makes the birds seem sinister. Fitzgerald’s use of the menacing animal imagery suggests that society itself has grown ‘unnatural’.
Floral imagery is used throughout the novel, filling scenes with scent and colour. Fitzgerald link sensual floral images to characters personalities.
Plant imagery:
· Gatsby buys a “green house” of flowers to impress Daisy. This suggests that Gatsby thinks he can buy Daisy’s affections.
· Nick interprets Gatsby’s feelings after having kissed Daisy for the first time, saying that Daisy “blossomed for him like a flower”.
· Daisy admires a film star who is a “scarcely human orchid of a women”. This highlights how exotic she is and hints that she couldn’t survive outside of her privileged existence.
· Daisy begins to embody the flower she is named after. The daisy is delicate and coloured white, but it is also associated with death. Daisy is both the source and death of Gatsby’s dream.
The Long islands Necks are turned into ‘Eggs’. Fitzgerald decision to change Great and Manhasset Neck into “a pair of enormous eggs” is symbolic:
· Eggs are symbols of birth or ‘rebirth’. At the start of the novel Nick says that his life is “beginning over again” when he moves to West Egg – he imagines himself as a colonial “settler” arriving in America.
· Nick refers to the birds that fly overhead and contrasts their perspective with the people that live on the eggs. 
This comparison turns the inhabitants of the Eggs into “wingless” creatures and suggests that Long Island itself is a safe nest away from the violent greed and immortality of New York.
· The Eggs are superficially similar – both are home to the very wealthy. However, West Egg is “less fashionable” than East Egg because of the different sources of the residents’ wealth.
· Nick decides that this distinction is “bizarre and not a little sinister” because it is designed to discriminate families with ‘old money’ from those with ‘mew money’.
Clocks symbolise a confusion about time. For Gatsby, his reunion with Daisy is the event around which his time turns – he has “waited five years”, and after she enters his house he runs down “like an over-wound clock”. Clocks are an important symbol during the reunion:
· Gatsby leans too hard against a clock when he finally sees Daisy. This symbolises that because he has been waiting so long to see her, he has put a lot of pressure on their eventual meeting.
· He apologises as if it had “smashed in pieces on the floor”. They “all believed for a moment” that it has actually broken, which could reflect their willingness to accept Gatsby’s destruction of time and his attempt to revise history.
· The ‘broken’ clock indicates how the passage of time has been perceived differently by different characters. Daisy is vague about “many years” that have passed since she last saw Gatsby. It is clear that time has passed more slowly for Gatsby who has counted “five years next November” exactly.
Everything represents something, except for books – they are real:
· In a world of superficial appearances, everything seems to fall short of what it appears to be.
· Even Gatsby’s library is “panelled with carved English Oak” to make his house appear more like the older mansions of the established families. This is an early hint that there is something unreal about Gatsby’s house and life.
· Fitzgerald uses Owl Eyes to suggest that Gatsby’s life is a theatrical front, designed to impress. Owl Eyes is surprised when he finds out that Gatsby’s library is full of “absolutely real books”. Instead of considering Gatsby as a reader, he congratulates him for his “realism”, as if Gatsby is a theatrical designer.
· It is significant that Gatsby’s books are the only thing about his created persona that are “absolutely real”: Novels are fictional accounts so books traditionally symbolise unreality, However the book that Owl Eyes selects is a non-fiction travel guide – in a word of fake appearances the books represents ‘reality’.
Fitzgerald’s use of language
Fitzgerald’s writing style is sometimes more like poetry than prose. Fitzgerald borrows the style and rhythm of poetry to create a poetic prose. He chooses his words carefully as a poet might do to create vivid and arresting images:
· The range of words in the novel, from “punctilious” to “bantering” create unusual rhythms and sounds, making the language sound new. Foreign vocabulary helps to create a cosmopolitan atmosphere and makes Nick’s vocabulary seem rich and broad – Fitzgerald uses French words: “Coupe” for car, “hauteur” for arrogance and “armour” for love.
· Fitzgerald uses unusual words – in the final paragraph of the novel, he describes the future as “orgastic”, an adjective that echoes tow more familiar words – ‘orgiastic’ and ‘orgasm’. This encapsulates the idea of wild and uncontrolled activity and sexual climax.
· Fitzgerald is able to use a poetic prose style without it seeming odd because the narrator, Nick is an educated character who claims to be “rather literary”.
Fitzgerald uses repetition to give his prose a poetic rhythm. Anaphora – the repetition of words and alliteration – the repetition of sounds are used by Fitzgerald.
· Repeating the same word at the beginning of linked clauses creates a powerful pulsing effect: “even when the East excited me (…) even when I was most likely aware of its superiority (…) even then it had always for me a quality of distortion”.
· Repeating the same sound at the beginning of adjacent words binds the words together and makes the language sound purposely poetic: “East Excited (…) superiority (…) sprawling, swollen (…) interminable inquisitions.
· Fitzgerald uses repetition to emphasise images and ideas. Nick describes the motion of the air-bed which held Gatsby’s boy, as on an “accidental course with its accidental burden”. The repetition contradicts the idea that Gatsby’s traffic death was predestined and suggests that it was the result of a series of careless actions by careless people.
Fitzgerald uses unusual combinations of words:
Words convey images, sounds, emotion and abstract ideas. By putting new combinations of words together, Fitzgerald pushes his reader to connect spate ideas in new and interesting ways:
· Oxymoron: Nick describes Myrtle as having a “soft, coarse voice”. The use of this oxymoron makes Myrtle’s voice match her tow contradictory lives as the “coarse” wife of a mechanic and the “soft” mistress of an upper-class man.
· Synaesthesia: Fitzgerald’s language mixes different senses. Phrases like “yellow cocktail music”, “warm darkness” and “pale gold ardour” mix together sight, sound, smell and taste to create a whirl of difference sense. This brings the scene vividly to life for the reader.
Fitzgerald uses colour and music to set the scene. Colour is a central part of Fitzgerald’s writing technique – it adds to the vibrancy of the images he is describing:
· Ambiguous colour: “Harlequin design” – ‘Harlequin’ is a bight shade of green and can also mean patterned its diamonds. This ambiguity suggests the bright colour and geometric pattern of the salads.
· Rich colours: Colours like “dark gold” and rich, deep tones. The references to “gold” and the diamond pattern of the “Harlequin designs” make these colours seem rich in another sense – the food is described as if it’s made of money.
· Fitzgerald uses colours as a code throughout the novel: the green stands for both Gatsby’s dream as symbolised by the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock, and the American dream as seen in the “green breast of the new world” – the shared colour links the two dreams.
Music plays an important role in defining the mood of the novel. Fitzgerald uses music and song lyrics to create atmosphere and remind the reader of the historical and political context.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lyrical voices:
· The party guests chatter is described as an “opera of voices” and Daisy’s voice is referred to as “a deathless song”, as if the rhythm and melody of music accompany the way the characters speak. Nick’s poetic prose makes everything seem more romantic and lyrical, and the fact that peoples voices sound like song helps preserve the idea that his story is like a romantic opera or a ballet.
The use of language emphasises the character connection with the past:
· The characters seem to be striving to recapture the past. Fitzgerald uses words like “forever” and “always” regularly.
· Nick says that Tom’s life “saviours of anti-climax”, forcing him to “drift on forever seeking” to recover his youth.
· By choosing to write most of the novel in the past tense rather than as if the events are currently happening, Nick keeps the other characters locked in the past, but allows himself to talk about his own present: “Reading over what I have written so far”.
· The only other time Nick uses the present tense is in chapter three during the party to give an impression that it is never ending: “now the orchestra is playing”.
· Daisy asks “Do you always watch for the longest day of the year and then miss it?” She answers her own question by repeating the questions phrases. This repletion suggest that she “always” repeats this mistake, just as she repeats mistakes in other areas of her life.
· The novel ends with the line “So we beat on, boats against the current borne back ceaselessly in to the past”. Fitzgerald expands Gatsby’s personal tragedy to cover the struggle of every individual fighting against the current that will turn the present into ‘history’.





