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Keywords
· Agnosticism: not being sure whether God exists
· Atheism: the belief that God does not exist
· Conversion: when your life is changed by giving yourself to God
· Free will: the belief that humans are free to make their own choices
· Miracle: something which seems to break the laws of science, making you think that only     
                God could have done it
· Moral evil: actions done by humans which cause suffering
· Natural evil: things which cause suffering but are unrelated to humans
· Numinous: the feeling of the presence of something greater than you (i.e. God)
· Omni-benevolent: the belief that God is all-good/all-loving
· Omnipotent: the belief that God is all-powerful
· Omniscient: the belief that God knows everything that will ever happen
· Prayer: an attempt to contact God, usually through words
Lesson One: Why people believe in God – A religious upbringing
· During baptism, the family vows to the Church to educate the child as a Christian, leading to the belief/teaching of God
· During confirmation, an individual takes Christianity’s beliefs for themselves
· In Sunday School/Christian youth groups, children are taught about God and Christianity, making them likely to accept these teachings as fact
· Within the Church, people are taught about God and Christianity as fact – therefore going to Church is a way of accepting that you follow these beliefs
· Children with religious families are often educated in the ways of religion: this again may cause them to accept these beliefs as fact. They may be made to pray or attend Church, or may feel forced to become a Christian in order to follow their family’s beliefs and not feel ‘left out’

“Train a child in the way he must go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”
-Proverbs 22:6
Advantages of following a religion:
· Teaches morals/respect
· Usually introduces the child into a loving community
· Encourages charity work
· People feel they are wanted and have a purpose
· Gives people hope (e.g. that they will be looked after by God during their life)
· Helps people cope with loss (e.g. believing that they’ve gone to Heaven)
Disadvantages of following a religion:
· Could lead to extremism 
· Could be against the child’s actual beliefs (if they’re forced to be religious)
· Could provoke family conflict
· Can cause war
· The individual could be bullied
Lesson Two: Why people believe in God – Religious experiences
Examples of Bible miracles:
· Jesus calms a storm and walks on water
· Jesus turns water into wine
· Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead after 3 days
· Jesus feeds a crowd of 5000 (the loaves and the fishes)
Example of a modern day miracle:
· Donald L Jackson took his son to a baseball game and prayed to God for a baseball for him
· Shortly afterwards, a home run was hit and the baseball landed at his son’s feet
Numinous: 
· People believe they’re surrounded by a presence greater than them
· The feeling is overwhelming and convinces them that God exists
· For example:
· An amazing view
· Snowflakes
· Being in a crowd at an event
Miracles:
· Often no scientific explanation
· So amazing that only God’s power could have done it
· Could be the result of answered prayer
· For example:
· Miraculously recovering from an illness
· Simon Teece (boy hit by a pole dropped from above)
Prayer: 
· Makes people believe they have a relationship with God
· If their prayers are answered, their belief will become stronger
· For example:
· Talking to God
· Hearing God’s voice
Conversion
· If someone believes they have experienced God, they are likely to want to follow him
· For example
· St Paul in the Bible (Jew to Christian)
· Cat Stephens (became a Muslim)




Lesson Three: The Design Argument
Summary:
· Christians believe that the world is too complex and amazing to have happened by chance:
· The universe appears designed
· Design is the result of intelligent thought
· This suggests that an intelligent being designed the universe
· The universe is too complex to have been designed by anything other than God
· God must exist
Criticisms of the argument: 
· The argument can be explained scientifically
· For example:
· There are billions of planets – it’s very likely that one would have been able to produce life
· The Goldilocks Zone (the fact that our Earth is in exactly the right place in the universe to be able to support life) may simply be due to Survival of the Fittest (the most adapted organisms live to reproduce) 
William Paley’s example:
· The chance of finding intelligent, human life in the middle of nowhere in the universe is like finding a pocket watch in the middle of a field 
Sir Fred Hoyle’s example:
· A tornado going through a junkyard wouldn’t create a Boeing 747 (i.e. how could the Big Bang randomly have produced such intelligent life forms?)
Examples of design in nature: 
· Fibonacci sequence
· ‘Goldilocks Zone’
My opinion:










Lesson Four: the First Cause/Causation/Cosmological argument
Summary:
· The argument was written by William Paley
· He said that:
· Everything has a cause
· Nothing can exist forever
· There cannot be an endless chain of causes and effects
· Therefore, there must be a first cause
· That first cause must be God
Problems with the First Cause argument:
· How can God exist and have no cause if nothing can live forever? 
More or less convincing than the Design Argument?





















Lesson Five: scientific theories about how the world began
The Big Bang:
· The universe began 13.7 billion years ago with an explosion that created energy, matter, time and space
· Gravitational forces of the matter pulled the matter together to form stars, planets, toilets, etc. 
Evidence for the Big Bang:
· The universe is still expanding today, and the speed at which galaxies are moving away from us can be measured
· Cosmic Microwave Background Radiation (CMB) is believed to be heat left over from the Big Bang
· Red shift
Evolution:
· The slow and continuous change between generations of organisms as their characteristics chance to suit the environment
Evidence for evolution:
· Darwin’s tortoises 
· Darwin’s finches
· Human fossils vs humans today
(c) Explain why scientific explanations of the origins of the world may lead some people to not                                                                                                     zzzbelieve in God. (8 marks)
· Science gives an explanation of how the universe began that does not need God
· If the Big Bang happened by chance, there does not need to be a first cause/creator
· Evolution shows that we have evolved over millions of years – we weren’t created individually by God and we aren’t ‘special’
· There is evidence for the Big Bang and evolution, but much less to prove the existence of God









Lesson Six: Christians and science
The Christian creation story says that:
· God created the world in 6 days
· He created each species of organisms as it is today (i.e. nothing has changed)
· Everything was ‘good’
Science, Darwin particularly, had problems with this belief:
· The world could not have been created so recently and in 6 days – evolution takes thousands of years
· There is no evidence to directly support this theory whereas there is to support the theory of the Big Bang (CMB, red shift, etc.)
· The Christian creation story goes against scientific theories – the two contradict each other
· Not everything is ‘good’ (e.g. earthquakes kill people)
· Natural selection appears random – NOT designed
Varied Christian beliefs: 
· Creationists: 
· Disagree with scientific evidence
· Believe that humans were created ‘in the image of God’ and therefore could not have evolved from other animals
· Believe that humans have a soul, unlike other animals, and therefore could not have evolved from them
· Liberal Christians: 
· Accept scientific evidence and combine it with their belief in God
· Believe that God did not literally create the world in 6 days, but he started the Big Bang and set evolution in motion
· Believe that the creation story is a metaphor to show that:
· God is powerful
· God is the creator
· God has a plan and a purpose for humans
· God wanted humans to have a relationship with him
· Jocelyn Bell Burnell is a respected astronomer and Quaker









Lessons Seven and Eight: Unanswered prayer and how Christians respond
“If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”
- Matthew 21:22
· The Bible tells Christians that God will answer your prayer if you truly ask God for it and it comes with good motives
The problem of unanswered prayer:
· Christians generally believe that God is omni-benevolent – thus they expect him to answer all prayers
· If a Christian prays to God and receives no answer, this will make the question whether God is omni-benevolent and indeed whether God exists – especially as the Bible says that you will always receive what you ask for in prayer if you believe 
Christian responses to unanswered prayer:
· God may be going to answer the prayer, but not yet
· We might not have enough faith that God will answer – we may not truly ‘believe’
· God is omniscient and knows that what we want might not be the best thing for us
· God may be testing us by allowing us to go through a difficult experience
Lessons Nine and Ten: Evil and suffering, and how Christians respond
Types of moral evil:
· Murder
· Discrimination
· War
· Bullying
· Torture
Types of natural evil:
· Earthquakes
· Tsunamis
· Droughts
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Why could evil and suffering prove there is no God? 
· If God is omniscient, he must know about suffering
· If God is omni-benevolent, he must want to stop suffering
· If God is omnipotent, he must be able to stop suffering
This is known as the ‘inconsistent triad’
Christian responses to suffering: 
· Could be a test of your faith to make it stronger
· Enables humans to become charitable and recognise/appreciate the good in life
· Could be part of God’s plan for humans
· You will go to Heaven after life if you believe in God
· Humans were given free will by God – humans chose to be evil
· Suffering could be a punishment against humans (e.g. after Adam and Eve)
























	




Community cohesion
Keywords
· Community cohesion: a common vision and shared sense of belonging for all groups in society
· Discrimination: treating people less favourably because of their age/ gender/ colour/           fffffffffffffffffffffsexuality/ class/ race/ ethnicity 
· Ethnic minority: a member of an ethnic group/race which is much smaller than the majority wwwwwwwwwgroup
· Interfaith marriage: marriage in which the two individuals are from different regions
· Multi-ethnic society: many different races/cultures living together in one society
· Multi-faith society: many different religions living together in one society
· Prejudice: believing some people are superior/inferior without actually knowing them
· Racial harmony: different races/cultures living happily together
· Racism: the belief that some races are superior to others
· Religious freedom: the right to practise or change your religion
· Religious pluralism: accepting all religions as having an equal right to exist together in society
· Sexism: discriminating against people because of their gender (male or female) 
Lesson One: The changing roles of men and women
What was life like for men and women 20-50 years ago? 
· Men seen as ‘in authority’ over women
· Sexism was common
· Women expected to fill standard domestic roles or simple jobs (e.g. in factories) 
· Women could not vote until 1928
· Men given priority over women for jobs (women could become pregnant)
· Women would look after any children
· The family was ‘owned’ by the dominant male
What has changed?
· The pill/abortions available from the 1960s – this allows women to have careers 
· 1970 Equal Pay Act
· 1975 Sex Discrimination Act
· 1996 Employment Right Acts (unfair to dismiss a woman if, for example, pregnant) 
Why were there changes?
· Women fought hard for equal rights
· The Pill introduced freedom and choice in careers for women
· Changes in family life (e.g. wars sent more women out to work)




Lesson Two: Christian attitudes to equal rights for women in religion
Traditional views: 
· Men and women have separate and different religious roles
· Women raise children and run a Christian home
· Men provide for the family and lead the family in religion
· Men should love their lives as themselves
· Only men can be Church leaders
This is because: 
· Adam was created first in Genesis 2
· Jesus’ disciples were men
· Teachings of St Paul in his letter to Timothy: “women are not allowed to teach or speak in Church”
· “I do not permit a woman to have authority over a man.” – Timothy 2:12
Modern Protestant Christian views:
· Men and women should be treated as completely equal
This is because:
· Men and women were created at the same time in Genesis 1
· “There is neither male non female, for you are all one in Christ.” – St Paul
· Jesus treated men and women equally (e.g. a woman Samaritan)
· A 4th century Church council banned female priests, so they may have existed beforehand
· New government laws ban discrimination, so Christians also need to treat men and women equally
Roman Catholic Christian views (+ some Protestant Christians):
· Men and women are equal but are different and should have different roles
· Do not accept woman priests
This is because:
· Priests represent Jesus at the mass – Jesus was male 
· Catholic Catechism teaches that men and women are equal
· The apostles were all men and priests should follow on from them
· Men and women were created at the same time in Genesis 1 
· “The Church has no authority… to confer priestly ordination of women” – Pope John Paul II, 1995





Lesson Three: Islamic attitudes to women
Why some believe Muslim women are not treated equally:
· Muslim women are not allowed to show their face in public as part of their religion/culture
· This can be interpreted as women being of a lower class
How some Muslim women would respond to this: 
· Wearing a burkha is their choice 
· Women are respected for their personality and opinions and are not judged based on their appearance
· This could make them feel safer
Evidence to support equal rights: 
· “All people are equal as the teeth of a comb.” – Hadith
· “The search for knowledge is a duty for every Muslim, male or female.” – Hadith
What most Muslims believe about equal rights for women:
· Equal but different:
· Men and women have the same status but are biologically different
· Prejudice is wrong
· Makes sense for the genders to have different roles because of their biology, but neither gender is superior
· Equal before Allah:
· Equality is taught in the Qur’an
· Men and women pray at the same time and in the same way but in different areas so they can focus without distraction 
· Hajj, the 5th pillar of Islam, is a pilgrimage for both men and women
· Example of Muhammad: 
· “Treat [your wives] well and be kind to them for you are partners” – this suggests that the two are equal
· Muhammad respected his wife and taught this to his followers
Why some Muslims (e.g. the Taliban) do not treat women equally: 
· “Men have authority over women because Allah has made one superior to the other.”
 – Qur’an 4The Imam who leads the prayers is always a man.


· “Men have a status above women.” – Qur’an 2







Lesson Four: Multi-ethnic Britain
Why is the UK multi-ethnic?
· In the 1960s and 70s, Britain invited members of the Commonwealth (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Africa, etc.) to come and occupy the jobs that the British people wanted to do 
· This continued with migrant workers from the EU seeking better living standards here in the UK
· Asylum seekers come here to escape persecution
Why does the UK have migrant workers?
· Countries like Poland have a low standard of living but a highly-skilled workforce 
· Some people are granted asylum and are grateful for any job
· People from across the world come seeking better living standards
Benefits of a multi-ethnic country: 
· Variety (food, culture, fashion, etc.)
· New religions
· Improved tolerance of other people
· Getting to know more cultures decreases racism
· More skilled workers from abroad are willing to work hard for less money
Problems with being a multi-ethnic country:
· Racism can also be encouraged (e.g. Stephen Lawrence) 
· Cultural differences can aggravate people and provoke conflicts
Examples of ethnic discrimination:
· Stephen Lawrence
· Turning someone down for a job due to their ethnicity












Lesson Five: Government action for community cohesion
1976 Race Relations Act made it illegal to:
· Discriminate against someone because of their colour, nationality, or ethnic background for housing, jobs, training or education
· Use threatening/abusive language in public which could provoke racial hatred
· Publish anything likely to cause racial hatred
1976-2007 Commission for Racial Equality was designed to:
· Fight against all racial discrimination
· Give everyone a fair chance in life
· Monitor how well the law was working
2007 Equality and Humans Rights Commission:
· Works for equal rights for all minority groups (e.g. disabled people)
Stephen Lawrence: 
· A black man killed at a bus stop in a racially-provoked attack in 1993
· Police were described as racist in their dealing with the investigation
· In a second trial in 2012, two of the gang members were sentenced for the murder

Lesson Six: Why Christians should promote racial harmony
1- The Bible teaches it:
· “God created all people equally in his image” – Genesis
· “God does not show favouritism” – Acts 
· “You are all one in Christ”
2- The example of Jesus:
· Jesus always treated people equally 
· Jesus was happy to heal/mix with social outcasts and those who were hated
· Jesus taught “Love your neighbour” in the Parable of the Sheep and Goats 
3- The Church teaches it:
· The Church has always stood against racial inequality
· “Any attack on the dignity and human rights of any racial or religious group damages all of us”
4- Modern Christians:
· Archbishop Dr John Sentamu campaigns against all discrimination
· He has experienced prejudice in the UK
· He worked on the Stephen Lawrence case
· He was frequently stopped by police until they knew who he was

Lesson Seven: Why Muslims should promote racial harmony
3- Ummah:
· The community and brotherhood of all Muslims
· Muslims stand shoulder to shoulder in prayer
· The Hajj (pilgrimage) is for males a females
2- The Holy Books teach it:
· I.e. the Qur’an and the Hadith (the sayings of Muhammad)
· Taught that prejudice against a person is wrong
· Qur’an teaches that Allah made every human being on Earth – discrimination is harming Allah’s creations
3- Muhammad taught it was right:
· Muhammad taught that racism was wrong
· “All mankind is from Adam and Eve… Every Muslim is a brother to every Muslim”
4- Muhammad demonstrated it:
· Chose a black African Muslim to call people to prayer 
· “All people are equal as the teeth of a comb”
· All fast in Ramadan
· All face Mecca when praying
· All pray in Arabic
· All go on Hajj






Lesson Eight: Multi-faith Britain
Benefits of living in a multi-faith society: 
· Beliefs of different religions can benefit society (e.g. “Do not murder!”)
· Encourages a wider perspective of the world
· Helps create choice in religion
· Could help create a tolerance
· Promotes better understanding of different religions
· Greater variety of foods/beliefs/people/buildings/cultures/fashions/festivals
EEFA: 
· The East of England Faiths Agency is an independent Community Interest Company which promotes understanding, respect and tolerance between people of different backgrounds
My opinion:


Lesson Nine: Issues raised for religion and families in a multi-faith society
Inter-faith relationships can cause conflict, due to:
· Different holidays/holy places of worship/beliefs/food customs/clothing
· The religions of the children
· Sexual beliefs
· Authority/traditional roles
Problems with bringing up children in an inter-faith relationship:
· Which religion/s they follow
· How/where they’re educated
· Sexual orientation
· Place of worship
· Extended family can pressure a child to follow a religion
· Circumcision
Christian attitudes to conversion: 
· Important to evangelical Christians (exclusivists) 
· They ‘must’ get people to convert to Christianity to save them from Hell
· “No one goes to the father, except by me.” – Jesus
Why this can be a problem in a multi-faith society:
· Family/friends might not want you to convert
· People may be offended/angered if they’re asked/told they have to convert to Christ
· Can cause/provoke tensions between religions – people may become less tolerant of other religions













Life and Death
Keywords: 
· Abortion: the removal of a foetus from the womb before it is able to survive
· Assisted suicide: providing a seriously ill person with the means to commit suicide
· Euthanasia: the painless killing of someone who is dying from a painful disease 
· Immorality of the soul: the idea that the soul lives on after the death of the body
· Near-death experience: when someone who is about to die has an out of body experience
· Non-voluntary euthanasia: the painless killing of someone dying from a painful illness who is gggggggggggg.gggggggggggunable to ask for their death but you have good reason for believing they would want it
· Paranormal: unexplained things believed to have spiritual causes
· Quality of life: the belief that life must have some benefits to be worth living 
· Reincarnation: the belief that souls are reborn in a new body after the death of the previous gggggggggggggone
· Resurrection: the belief that after death your body remains on Earth in the grave until a day                                                                              ___________.of judgement, when it is raised and judged 
· Sanctity of Life: the belief that all life is sacred, holy and belongs to God
· Voluntary euthanasia: the painless killing of someone with a painful illness who asks for their …………………………………death


















Lesson One: Christian beliefs about life after death
· Christians believe in Heaven (where God will be) and Hell (where God will not be)
· Some believe your spirit goes to Heaven/Hell as soon as you die
· Others believe in a resurrection at the end of the world when everyone is raised from their graves
Why Christians believe in life after death:
· Jesus’ life proves it:
· He was raised from the dead: this proves death is not the end
· Jesus taught it:
· Jesus taught his followers that they could gain eternal life by following him
· “He who believes in me will live, even if he dies”
· The Bible says it exists:
· Parable of the Sheep and Goats
· Many places in the Bible speak of eternal life
· “Everyone who believes in Him may not die, but have eternal life”
· The Church teaches it:
· The Church has always accepted and taught about life after death
The difference this belief makes:
· Comfort in death:
· Christian funeral service: “sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life”
· Purpose to life
· God has a plan for everyone – your life has a purpose
· Christians suffer from depression less than atheists
· Judgement
· Motivation to do good in your life: you will be rewarded in Heaven












Lesson Two: Muslim beliefs about life after death
· Akhirah: life after death
· Al’Jannah: Heaven
· Jahannam: Hell
· Hadith: the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad
· Qur’an: the sacred book of Islam
Summary: 
· Akhirah is central in Islam
· Those who follow the teachings of the Qur’an and the Hadith will go to Heaven, having passed God’s judgement
· In Heaven they will enjoy many blessings
· In Hell, those who have not followed God’s ways will suffer eternal torments
Why they believe in life after death:
· The Qur’an teaches that there is life after death – this is the word of Allah
· Muhammad taught of Akhirah
· Akhirah is one of the 6 fundamental beliefs in Islam
· Muslims believe that life is a test from God – the judgement on how you have lived your life comes after your death
How this belief affects their lives:
· All Muslims give 2.5% of their excess income to charity
· Muslims aim to lead a good life – this means following the 5 pillars of Islam
· Muslims follow Shari’ah law (e.g. only eating halal food, not drinking alcohol or gambling)
· Gives meaning and purpose to their lives – less likely to suffer from depression or commit suicide
How this relates to Christian beliefs: 
· Both largely believe in life after death and Heaven and Hell
· All Muslims and some Christians believe in a Day of Judgement
· Only Christians focus on Jesus being brought back to life
· Only some Christians believe your soul can go straight to Heaven/Hell after you die








Lesson Three: Secular views on life after death:
Near-death experiences: 
· Happens when people are clinically dead and are brought back to life
· For example:
· Entering another world
· Feelings of peace and joy
· Floating out of the body
· Seeing a bright light
· Going to Heaven
· Meeting dead relatives/God
· Pam Reynolds had a blood clot and was operated on – she was clinically dead for an hour. Her vital signs were monitored, but she claims to remember the operation and to have seen/heard things
Paranormal activity:
· Belief in ghosts, ouiji boards, etc. give people reasons to believe that spirits/souls live on
· Mediums claim to contact dead relatives and tell you things that only they could know
Reincarnation:
· The belief that the soul lives on after the death of the body
· People believe that memories pass between the two bodies
· Some people believe to remember memories from their previous life
Lesson Four: Why people don’t believe in life after death
No scientific evidence:
· Science gives reliable answers
· Science cannot prove life after death
· E.g.: ‘near death experiences’ could occur because the brain is starved of oxygen
Goes against common sense:
· Death is the end of life – life cannot exist beyond it
· Nobody has returned to tell us about it
· Nobody has seen Heaven in the sky
· God would not eternally punish Christians in Hell if he is omnibenevolent
Belief is simply wishful thinking:
· People cannot face the thought of losing a loved one – they believe in life after death because they want to see them again
· Some believe they will ‘get what they deserve’ in the afterlife
Humanists:
· Believe that we only have one life – we need to make the most of it by appreciating what we have
· We live on only in the memories of others
Lesson Five: Abortion
· Abortion was illegal until the 1967 Abortion Act
· In 1990, the limit was set to 24 weeks, if two doctors agree that:
· The mother’s life is at risk
· Risk of physical/mental injury to mother/child
· Risk the baby could be born handicapped
· Risk to another child
Viability: able to survive if born (usually 22-24 weeks onwards)
Life begins…
· At conception
· When the heart starts beating (3-5 weeks)
· When there are brain waves (6 weeks) 
· At viability (22-24 weeks)
· At birth
Pro-life: against abortion (for the life of the child)
Pro-choice: believe the woman should be able to choose whether to have the baby aborted or not
Arguments for abortion:
· The most loving thing
· Prevents harm to someone
· Prevents the child from having an unhappy life (e.g. if unwanted or born disabled) 
· Not financially stable enough to have a child
Reasons against abortion:
· Killing of a life
· Sanctity of Life (all life is sacred and belongs to God) 
· Baby not given a change
· Being disabled isn’t a bad quality of life










Lesson Six: Christian attitudes towards abortion
Sanctity of Life:
· All life is sacred and holy and belongs to God
· “Do not commit murder” –Decalogue (10 commandments)
· “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you”
· “Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit”
Absolute morality:
· Mainly Catholics and evangelical Christians
· Life begins at conception, thus abortion is the killing of a life
· “Do not commit murder” –Decalogue 
· “Human life must be protected and respected… from the moment of conception” – Catholic Catechism
Relative morality:
· Mainly Church of England, Methodists and Quakers
· Lesser of two evils
· Jesus taught to love others without judging
· “Treat others how you would wish to be treated”
· “Love your neighbour”
· “Abortion is always an evil. Yet… there will be circumstances where [it] may be the lesser of two evils” – Methodist Church















Lesson Seven: Muslims and abortion
· Muslims also believe in the Sanctity of Life
Some believe abortion is always wrong:
· Abortion is haram
· Ummah – the brotherhood of all Muslims
· Some believe that life begins at conception
· Qur’an: “Do not kill children”
· Sanctity of Life
· “Take not life which Allah has made sacred”
· “No one dies unless Allah permits it. The term of every life is fixed.”
Some believe abortion is allowed if the mother is in danger:
· Lesser of two evils
· Shari’ah law: mother’s life takes priority
· Mother has a family with duties and responsibilities
· Allowing the mother to die would probably kill the foetus, too
· “Take not life which Allah has made sacred, except for a just cause”
Some believe abortion is allowed up to 120 days:
· This is when ensoulment happens (Allah breathes his soul into the child)
· Useful if a woman has been raped
· The Hadith allows it
· Muslim lawyers ruled that women in Egypt can have abortions if raped or if < 4 months after conception
Lesson Eight: Euthanasia
· Illegal in the UK
· Switching off life support for a brain-dead person is not considered euthanasia and thus is legal
For euthanasia:
· Person should have the choice of whether they want to live or die
· Could prevent long-term suffering – situation ethics/the most loving thing
· Suicide is legal
· You would put suffering animals out of their misery – why not humans?
· Saves medical costs
· Put’s the family’s minds at rest
Against euthanasia:
· Sanctity of Life – euthanasia is killing God’s possession
· People could manipulate others into getting euthanasia (e.g. to inherit their money)
· Body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
· Irreversible – cures could later be developed 
· Hospices provide palliative care 
Lesson Nine: Christians and euthanasia
Euthanasia is wrong (most Christians):
· Sanctity of Life
· God has a plan for everyone
· It’s a form of murder
· Terminally ill patients’ lives could still have value
· Humans are made in the image of God
· Suffering could be a test from God – ending your life would be cheating that test
· “Do not murder”
· “Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit”
· “There is a time to be born and a time to die”
Euthanasia is sometimes acceptable (some Christians):
· Switching off life-support for brain-dead people
· Very few (liberal protestants, Quakers) may support euthanasia if it is clearly the patient’s wish
· “Love your neighbour”
· “Do the most loving thing”
· God is omnibenevolent – humans were made in the image of God
Hospices:
· Offer palliative care
· Treatment of the symptoms (i.e. to relieve pain) rather than trying to cure the patient
· Families and patients are offered counselling
Lesson Ten: Muslims and euthanasia
· All forms of murder and suicide are forbidden
· Most Muslims are opposed to euthanasia
· Suffering is a test from Allah
· A Muslim is not compelled to continue medical treatment if it is hopeless

· Qur’an says suicide is wrong – thus assisted suicide must be, too
· Sanctity of Life – Allah decides who dies and when
· Suffering is a test from Allah – ending your life early is cheating that test
· Muhammad: “My slave hurried to bring death upon himself so I have forbidden him to enter                          dddddddddd  paradise”
· Qur’an: “Do not kill yourself”
               “No-one dies unless Allah permits it”
               “Take not life which Allah has made sacred”
Recent Muslim lawyers:
· Acceptable to turn off a life support machine if recovery is hopeless
· If someone is brain-dead, Allah has already taken that person
Lesson Eleven: Freedom of the media
For:
· Human right – freedom of speech
· Designed to be taken as a joke (e.g. The Simpsons) – not to be taken seriously
· Media can praise religion – why not criticize? 
· Religious people don’t have to watch/read it
· Can expose extreme views
Against:
· Disrespectful – targets personal beliefs
· Could lead people away from religion and towards religious hatred, which is illegal
· Could become bullying/prejudice
Miranda Sawyer:
· Documented abortions in America
· Not critical of religion – spoke to a variety of people
· Did overemphasise views by showing extremist Christian’s views towards abortions (violent)


















Marriage and the Family
Keywords:
· Adultery: a sexual act between a married person and someone other than their married           ……………..partner
· Civil partnership: a legal ceremony giving a homosexual couple the same rights as a husband ............................and wife
· Cohabitation: living together without being married
· Contraception: intentionally preventing pregnancy from occurring 
· Faithfulness: staying with your partner and only having sex with them
· Homosexuality: sexual attraction to the same sex
· Nuclear family: a mother, father and children living together as a unit
· Pre-marital sex: having sex before getting married
· Procreation: making a new life
· Promiscuity: having sex with a number of partners without commitment
· Re-constituted family: where two people with children from previous relationships are ………………………………….married and their children become step-siblings
· Re-marriage: marrying again after being divorced from a previous marriage
Lesson One: Changes to family life
	
	Change 
	Why? 
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Marriage
	- Cohabitation is normal
	

	- Couples can find out if they’re suited
	- Relationships could become less valued

	
	- Marriages don’t last as long (avg. 11 yrs)
	- Divorce is more acceptable 
	- Easier to find a happy relationship
	- People less loyal/trustworthy 

	
	- People get married later 
	- Sex before marriage normal
- Contraception easier
	-Unhappy marriages less likely
	

	Divorce
	- Divorce now socially acceptable (e.g. Price Charles)
	- Slowly became more common
-Easier/simpler process nowadays 
	-Unhappy marriages can be discontinued
	- People less loyal/trustworthy 

	Family life
	- Nuclear/extended family less common
	- Women have careers
- Traditional roles less valued
	- People can be more independent
	- Harder to rely on family for support, love, etc. 

	
	- Reconstituted families more common
	- Divorce/remarriage is easier and more acceptable
	- Happier families 
	- Can provoke sibling rivalries
- Children may be against it *cough* 

	
	- The pill allows women to choose regarding children
	- Became legal in 1967
	- Women can pursue careers
	- Husband may want a family,
- Could lead to divorce

	Homosexuality
	- More accepted, legal since 1967
	-Promotes equality
-Gay couples can exist peacefully 
	
	

	
	- Civil partnerships legal since 2005
	- Gay couples have the same rights as married couples
	
	

	
	- IVF means single women/gay couples can have children
	
	- Gay couples given same rights as married couples
	- IVF can destroy embryos – many are against this


Lesson Two: Muslims and sex outside marriage
Haram: all is forbidden: 
· Pre-marital sex and adultery is forbidden with severe penalties
· It threatens family life, which is essential in Islam
· Cohabitation is also forbidden, considered sinful and immoral
· Evidence: 
· Qur’an says sex outside marriage is unacceptable
· Shari’ah law (following the Qur’an) forbids sex outside of marriage
· Procreation: the purpose of sex in Islam is to have children
· Muslims believe that children should only be born to a married couple for a stable upbringing 
Adultery: 
· Adultery is considered the most dishonourable thing a man can do
· It’s a threat to family life and is unforgivable, thus harms the family relations that are essential to Islamic society
· Condemned as it breaks the marriage contract
· The Qur’an forbids adultery and recommends a flogging of 100 lashes
· Shari’ah law considers adultery a capital crime
· Evidence
· Hadith: a couple “would be punished if they had engaged in illicit sex”
· Qur’an: “flog each of them with a hundred stripes, the persons guilty of adultery”
Halal behaviour:
· Halal = correct
· Muslims have strict rules about behaviour and how to dress to prevent immoral behaviour
· It is haram (forbidden) to dress in a provocative way 
· The body should be completely covered in loose clothing
· A woman should cover her hair
· Young people do not mix freely after puberty
Different Islamic views on modesty:
· Some believe that women should completely cover themselves in public
· Others believe that showing their faces is okay







Lesson Three: Christians and sex outside marriage:
Promiscuity (sleeping around):
· Sex was created as part of a loving married relationship
· Therefore, promiscuity is wrong as it is sex outside of a loving married relationship
· It treats people as objects 
· It can hurt people
· It reduces sex to animal instinct
Adultery:
· Adultery is wrong
· Decalogue: “you shall not commit adultery”
· Marriage vows are made before God and go against him if broken
· Jesus taught that looking at someone lustfully whilst married is as bad as adultery
Cohabitation:
· Some: you can only have sex if you are married
· Some: it’s okay if in a loving relationship
Different Christian attitudes:
· Catholic Church:
· Marriage is a sacrament only in which sex can take place for the procreation of children
· Church of England:
· Marriage is God’s gift to humans and is the safest environment for sex and children
· Many would support cohabitation if the couple love each other and are committed 
· Evangelical Christians:
· All sex outside of marriage is wrong (adultery is considered as sex outside of marriage)
· Liberal Christians:
· The Bible was written for particular people in a particular period and so can be interpreted 
· If sex is part of a loving relationship, it’s okay
· Jesus taught to do the most loving thing
Evidence for these attitudes: 
· Decalogue: “Do not commit adultery”
· Bible: “Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts”
· Bible: “Avoid sexual immorality… learn to control your body”






Lesson Four: Muslims and divorce
· Divorce is legal if you can show the court that the marriage has irretrievable broken down
· The 5 grounds for divorce are:
1. Adultery
2. Unreasonable behaviour
3. Desertion
4. 2 years separation with consent of both
5. 5 years separation with consent of one
· The divorce process is much simpler in Muslim countries, and the rate of divorce is lower
· If a man or woman is unhappy, divorce is the only honourable option
· But, although Shari’ah law ‘allows’ it, it’s still disapproved of and should only be used as a last resort
· Some Muslims think marriage should be for life
The divorce process:
1. Parents and extended family try to help the couple resolve their differences and the marriage
2. The case for divorce is put to a Shari’ah court
3. There is a 3 month waiting period (Iddah) where the couple live but do not sleep together. During this the husband must announce ‘I divorce you’ three times in front of witnesses
4. If the reconciliation has failed and the wife is not pregnant then the marriage has ended and no blame is attached to either party
5. In Britain, Muslims also require a legal divorce from the courts
6. The individuals are encouraged to remarry















Lesson Five: Christians and divorce
· Divorce breaks the sacrament: a promise made before God
Church of England:
· Marriage is a life-long commitment
· Some relationships break down
· Divorce may be the best option
· Jesus allowed divorce for adultery
· God is loving and forgives mistakes
· Some Churches allow remarriage as long as the new partner did not cause the previous divorce
Catholic Christians:
· Marriage is a sacrament, therefore divorce is not acceptable
· Vows are made before God and cannot be broken
· It occasionally may be necessary for a couple to live apart but they cannot remarry or have sex with anyone else
· Only death ends a marriage
· The only exception is an annulment where marriage is said to have never truly taken place (e.g. forced marriage)
St Paul:
· “A wife must never leave her husband; but if she does, she must remain single or else be reconciled to her husband. A husband must not divorce his wife.”
Liberal Christians: 
· Divorce is permitted – some marriages do not work out
· If a marriage has irretrievably broken down
· If all attempts at counselling have failed
· Any remarriage is regarded as true marriage
· Situation ethics: doing the most loving thing
· Jesus taught that love was the most important thing and not to judge other people









Lesson Six: Muslims and the family
Family is important to Muslims:
· The family unit is Allah’s creation
· This includes everyone from within all parts of the family
· Some of the extended family will often live together
· This gives nuclear family support (e.g. childcare, emotional support)
Duties within the family:
· Parents:
· Bring up children to know and respect Allah
· Set a good example of behaviour, how to dress, reading the Qur’an, how to pray and eating the correct food
· Teach children what is haram and halal
· Children:
· Respect and obey children throughout their lives
Evidence for these duties:
· Qur’an: “The Lord has ordered that you show kindness to your parents.”
· Hadith: “Your children have the right to equal treatment as you have the right that they ……………should honour you”
· Hadith: “Be fair and just to your children”
















Lesson Seven: Christians and the family:
· The family is God’s creation
· Jesus was a member of a family and taught how important family was
· Stable family = stable society
· A family is the ideal place for raising children
Evidence: 
· The Bible:
· “A man shall leave his parents and be united with his wife – the two shall become one.”
· Church of England:
· “The role of the family is vitally important in caring for their members throughout their lifecycle”
· The family “may find strength, companionship and comfort” (wedding ceremony)
Duties:
· Parents:
· Bring up children in a loving home
· Provide for children
· Teach the child about Christianity
· Baptise them and raise them as part of the Christian community
· Set a good example
· Prepare them for wider wife in society
· Children:
· Love, respect and obey parents (10 commandments)
· Look after parents when they are old and frail
St Paul: “Children, it is your duty to obey your parents. Parents … bring them up with Christian ……………discipline and instruction.”












Lesson Eight: Muslims and homosexuality
Almost all Muslims are against homosexuality: 
· It’s seen as a grave sin
· It is haram
· Punishable by death under Shari’ah law
· Condemned by the Qur’an, Hadith and modern Muslims
· Disobeying Allah is a sin, which results in Jahannam (Hell) 
· Homosexuality is seen as a threat to the stability of Islamic society (which is based around the family)
· They believe homosexuality is a choice
Evidence: 
· Qur’an: “If two men among you commit indecency, punish them both”
· Hadith: “Lesbianism by women is adultery between them. Kill them both.”
Liberal Muslims:
· Allah would not allow Muslims to treat homosexuals as sinners
· Allah created everyone, therefore everyone is acceptable to him
· Condemning homosexuals shows you have a narrow-minded interpretation of Islamic teachings
· “If they repent and mend their ways, let them be. Allah is forgiving and merciful.”
Al-Fatiha is a Muslim homosexual rights group.















Lesson Nine: Christians and Homosexuality
· Some: it’s unnatural and immoral
· Some: it’s acceptable if celibate (away from marriage/sexual relations) or in a loving relationship
The Bible:
· “No man is to have sex with another man; God hates that”
· “They have done a disgusting thing, and both shall be put to death”
New Testament: 
· Jesus did not mention homosexuality; he preached a message of love and forgiveness
· St Paul was strong in condemning homosexuality: “homosexuals will not possess God’s kingdom” 
Catholics: 
· Attraction to the same sex is recognised and thoughts are not a sin
· Being homosexual is neither good nor bad
· Homosexual acts are very wrong
· Catholic catechism: “homosexual acts are disordered… contrary to the natural law… they close the sexual act to the gift of life”
Protestants: 
· More liberal
· Quakers: “An act which expresses true affection between two individuals and gives pleasure to them both is not a sin”
Church of England:
· Divided
· Allows the ordination of priests who are celibate
· Government allowed gay marriage in 2013
· Many Churches do not accept this
· Priests have a choice whether to marry gay couples or not
Richard Coles:
· A famous, openly gay priest
· In a celibate relationship until the Church changes its views






Lesson Ten: Muslims and contraception
· Family is at the heart of Islam 
· Children are an intended gift from Allah
· Sex is inside marriage – thus so is the use of contraception
· The condom and pill are acceptable
· Permanent contraception is not permitted 
Reasons for (most):
· Muhammad didn’t condemn its use
· Limiting the size of a family is sensible
· It can prevent genetic diseases from being passed on
· “We practiced contraception at the time of the prophet… and when he knew, he did not forbid us” – Jabir, Muhammad’s companion
Reasons against (some):
· Allah plans when every child is born: we should not interfere 
· Allah will provide for you – you shouldn’t limit the size of your family for fear of not providing for them
· Hadith: “If Allah wishes to create a child, you cannot prevent it.”
2005 conference on Islam and the family:
· Family planning is acceptable in Islam for:
· Child spacing
· The health of the mother
· Contraception should be a voluntary choice of the individual
· Abortion is not a method of child planning













Lesson Eleven: Christians and contraception
· God intended humans to live in families 
· To first humans: “Have many children”
· Contraception isn’t specifically mentioned in the Bible

· Almost all Protestants in favour
· Almost all Catholics against
Church of England:
· Sex is an essential way of expressing love
· Contraception allows sex whilst taking responsibility for your family
· The family can plan how many children they want and when they want them
· Contraception reduces abortions, unwanted children and the spread of STIs
Methodists and Quakers:
· Allows couples to be responsible
· Families can plan for children
· Avoids unwanted pregnancies and STIs during promiscuity
(Most) Catholics:
· Contraception is ‘intrinsically evil’
· Sex is for procreation and contraception contradicts this purpose
· Can lead to immorality
· Natural methods of birth control are allowed to limit family size 
· The pill/condom are not morally wrong in themselves and can be used for other purposes (e.g. the pill to regulate the period, the condom to make inflatable animals)
· The Pope said that condoms can be used to prevent the spread of HIV/AIDS among male prostitutes
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