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The Weimar Republic

· Kaiser Wilhem II had ruled Germany as a monarch until he abdicated in November 1918 following a period of violent unrest
· In early 1919, a new government came into power led by Fredrich Ebert
· Germany was changed into a Republic
· It was set up in Weimar due to much violence in Berlin
· Ebert was the leader of the social Democratic party
· Germany was run as a democracy

Why people were discontent
· The government was seen as weak and ineffective as six billion people were unemployed and thousands of people were starving and dying due to an influenza epidemic 
· They were labelled the November criminals as they signed the Treaty of Versailles
· Many people blamed the government, Jews and the Communists
The flaws of the Weimar Republic
· Article 48 allowed the president to make any decisions he would like without the consent of the Reichstag in emergencies
· Proportional representation made it hard for rules to get passed as small, often powerless parties would get the majority
The cultural achievements of the Weimar Republic
· There were advances in art, architecture, music and literature
· Berlin became the centre for culture
· The Freikops were formed to keep the peace in Germany

1. What was the name of the first President of the Weimar Republic? Which party did he belong to?
Freidrich Ebert was the first president of the Weimar Republic and he was the leader of the social democratic party
2. Why was the government based at Weimar?

The government was based at Weimar as the Spartacist revolt had just happened in Berlin, the capital of Germany.
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3. What was the name of the parliament in the Weimar Republic?
The Reichstag.
4. Name the force that was started to keep peace in Germany.

The Freikops.

5. Give three reasons for discontent in Germany after WWI

· Germany had accepted losing in WWI by signing the treaty of Versailles
· Six billion people were unemployed
· Many people were starving/dying due to an influenza epedemic
