Every town the size of Maycomb had families like the Ewells. No economic fluctuations changed their status—people like the Ewells lived as guests of the county in prosperity as well as in the depths of a depression. No truant officers could keep their numerous offspring in school; no public health officer could free them from congenital defects, various worms, and the diseases indigenous to filthy surroundings. Maycomb’s Ewells lived behind the town garbage dump in what was once a Negro cabin. The cabin’s plank walls were supplemented with sheets of corrugated iron, its roof shingled with tin cans hammered flat, so only its general shape suggested its original design: square, with four tiny rooms opening onto a shotgun hall, the cabin rested uneasily upon four irregular lumps of limestone. Its windows were merely open spaces in the walls, which in the summertime were covered with greasy strips of cheesecloth to keep out the varmints that feasted on Maycomb’s refuse. The varmints had a lean time of it, for the Ewells gave the dump a thorough gleaning every day, and the fruits of their industry (those that were not eaten) made the plot of ground around the cabin look like the playhouse of an insane child: what passed for a fence was bits of tree-limbs, broomsticks and tool shafts, all tipped with rusty hammer-heads, snaggle-toothed rake heads, shovels, axes and grubbing hoes, held on with pieces of barbed wire. Enclosed by this barricade was a dirty yard containing the remains of a Model-T Ford (on blocks), a discarded dentist’s chair, an ancient icebox, plus lesser items: old shoes, worn-out table radios, picture frames, and fruit jars, under which scrawny orange chickens pecked hopefully.
Part (a) In this passage, how does Lee present the Ewell family?
Part (b) How does Lee, in the novel as a whole, present the character of Bob Ewell?
The Ewells are presented as one of the poorest families, even poorer than some black people, in the novel. They are presented as a lower-class family who have separated themselves from the norms of society. Immediately Lee lists the problems caused by the Ewell family at the start of the passage. We are told that ‘no truant officers could keep their numerous offspring in school’. This obviously shows that they don’t want to study at all because they willingly want to opt out of free education. The word ‘numerous’ suggests that they are a large family with lots of children. This suggests that they are unhealthy and have no form of population control. The fact that there is no wife of Mr Ewell opens the question if Mr Ewell abuses his own daughter.
The readers are also told that they had ‘congenital defects, various worms, and the diseases indigenous to filthy surroundings’. This rule of three shows that they have many unhealthy diseases and that they obviously don’t care about themselves. Perhaps they may be neglecting themselves because of the abuse and neglect by their father. The use of the word ‘filthy’ suggests that it was almost spat out because of disgust. This again shows how the Ewells are presented as outcasts of Maycomb because they live near a dump compared to the other families. This was further evident when Scout’s teacher Miss Caroline told Burriss Ewell to clean himself before attending school.
Lee cleverly suggests that their health is a result of their surroundings and than she goes in depth to describe their surroundings. This may have been to make the reader have vivid imagination of theEwell’s surroundings as they read the text. Lee also describes the history of their ‘cabin’ by telling the reader that it was ‘once a Negro cabin’. This would have shocked the contemporary readers because many of them would have believed that white people were superior to black people. However Lee purposefully showed this to show that the Ewells were the poorest family and that they had to use what had once belonged to a black persons. The reader may have perceived that the Ewells were the lowest social class in all of Maycomb because of their poverty nd their willingness to become a recluse from the normal activities of Maycomb society.
Lee also mentions varmints that ‘feasted on Maycomb’s refuse’ and than in the next sentence we learn that the ‘Ewells gave the dump a thorough gleaming every day’. This is interesting because by placing these two next to each other the reader may come to realise that both the Ewells and the varmints survived of Maycomb’s refuse which is interesting because the reader is likely to compare the Ewells to the varmints and realise that they both live of other people’s rubbish. Lee presents the Ewells as one of the poorest families in Maycomb.
Bob Ewell is presented as a dishonest, selfish, irresponsible, racist and violent father. Lee tells the reader, through the character of Atticus, that Bob Ewell ‘spends his relief checks on green whisky’ and that his children cry from ‘hunger pains’. This stark contrast between the father having the luxury of alcohol whilst his own children ‘cry’ shows that he is a negative character. The reader would immediately form a malevolent image of Bob Ewell. The relief checks were given by the government to the public through various agencies. These were provided because of the great depression that caused major poverty because of unemployment. Bob Ewell is spending his only form of income on alcohol which shows that he is dishonest and selfish. He is presented as dishonest because both the reader and Lee know that these relief checks were meant to be spent on food for the person’s family but instead he is being selfish and only thinks of his interests. Also the phrase ‘hunger pains’ is used to show he is irresponsible. He has many children and we learn that he has no wife. We are told that Bob Ewell is permitted to hunt and trap out of season. This shows that he has no time to spend with his children and instead he decides to neglect them. The word ‘pains’ suggests that his children are suffering and they may have diseases caused by hunger and this allows Lee to create sympathy for the children from the reader.
He is also presented as racist and prejudiced during the trial. He says ‘something sho’ happened’. Even though, allegedly, his daughter has been raped he has not yet indulged into further details. Lee is showing he is prejudiced because by not going into further explanation the reader may believe that Bob Ewell is lying. However, Bob Ewell may not be going into further details because his prejudice that black men are rapists is commonly believed by the white folks. Bob Ewell seems to assume that the jury also share his prejudice and will convict Tom Robinson as guilty of rape.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lee also uses Mr Ewells promise to show how violent it is. The structure of the book is written so that Mr Ewells promise is broken at the end which incidentally also causes his own death. Scout says that Mr Ewell ‘almost got him, and it was the last thing he did’. Lee presents him as violent and stubborn to the reader. The structure shows that even a long time after the legal battle he still hates Atticus and is stubborn about fulfilling his promise. The reader may also be happy because Jem and Scout are finally safe and it is because of Bob Ewell’s ignorance.
