CURLEY

Curley is all part of Steinbeck’s view to show that the characters in ‘Of Mice and Men’ are damaged by society due to the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression. In many ways, he is almost being used by Steinbeck to condemn society.

Authority
· Curley feels like he has importance on the ranch because he is the boss’s son which would immediately suggest he has authority by association
· Despite this, the first time he appears in the novel he is said to wear ‘high-heeled boots’ which suggests that he wants to be seen as important but has to put in effort to show his power.
· He doesn’t have natural authority like Slim which provokes the idea that perhaps he is not quite as dominant as he thinks he is

Relationship With His Wife
· Curley’s wife says ‘I don’t like Curley. He ain’t a nice fella’. This demonstrates how although Curley is the person who theoretically she is supposed to love the most, she in fact just thinks he’s nasty.
· He doesn’t seem to care that his wife has been killed, he is more interested in getting revenge on Lennie, ‘I’ll kill the big-son-of-a-bitch myself’, for taking away something that belonged to him which highlights the objectivity of Curley’s wife and how little she really meant to Curley. 
· When he appears with his dead wife, he doesn’t even touch her to make sure she is dead, Slim is the one who says ‘Her neck’s bust’, this shows the extent of their unloving relationship
· Not seen together in the novel except for when she is dead
Violence and Masculinity
· When Curley is first introduced, his glance is described as being ‘pugnacious’ which creates the image that he aggressive and wants a fight
· He likes to fight and is described as ‘handy’ by Candy which shows that he is known for his skill. Whit also says that Curley was a professional fighter and was in the final of the ‘Golden Gloves’.
· He proves unaware of the danger he is in when he picks a fight with Lennie and just sees him as an easy target ‘I’ll show ya who’s yella’. This promotes the idea that Curley ‘hates big guys’ and Candy says he is ‘alla time picking scraps with big guys’.
· He tries to prove his masculinity by picking fights with people and marrying an attractive woman. He is shown to put effort into pleasing his wife by wearing a ‘glove fulla vaseline’. 

Appearance
· Described as a ‘thin young man with… a head of tightly curled hair’. The curls could represent how restricted he is in his fulfillment of being in charge and wanting to prove his masculinity
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In the part when he picks a fight with Lennie and ends up having his hand crushed, the reader is shown Curley as three different animals, each with different images of strength. He if first described as a ‘terrier’ which portrays him as small but vicious and still with some power. Next he is reduced to a ‘rat’ by Slim which is an animal with connotations of unfriendliness, unkindness and one which is not really wanted. Last of all, Curley is said to be ‘flopping like a fish’ depicts the idea that he is helpless and all his power has been removed from him.
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