LENNIE

Strength & Violence
· Lennie’s aggression is innocent, unlike many of the others on the ranch he does not always intend for events to result in the way they do ‘he was too frightened to defend himself’/ ‘Lennie watched in terror the flopping little man whom he held’ – when he crushes Curley’s hand, the narrative emphasises that Lennie does not mean to be destructive or aggressive
· Slim tries to cover up what Lennie has done to Curley’s hand by saying ‘I think you got your hand caught in a machine’, he doesn’t seem to realise how appropriate this image is to describe Lennie. Lennie is like a faulty machine who is difficult to get going, but when he is working he is very difficult to stop.
· Due to the relationship George and Lennie have, Lennie is very likely to obey orders from George and no one else. George says ‘get him, Lennie’ which encourages Lennie to hurt Curley.
· After the fight Lennie says ‘You tol’ me to, George’ which again shows the capability George has to control Lennie and that even if he doesn’t want to do something, if he is told by George to do it, he will. 
· Lennie’s innocence is shown when he says ‘I didn’t wanta hurt him.’ Which portrays the idea of the faulty machine again because despite the fact he did not want to injure Curley, he did not have the capability to stop himself.
· Lennie’s strength and capability of harm is underestimated by many of the characters in ‘Of Mice and Men’ including Lennie himself. ‘There ain’t no more harm in him than a kid neither, except he’s so strong’ this shows that he is a carefree and has extreme strength which immediately alerts the reader that he could be dangerous, but the characters don’t seem to realise. When the characters are shown his capabilities, they appear to be very shocked. For example when ‘Slim…regarded Lennie with horror’ after he crushed Curley’s hand

Dreams
· George and Lennie have a dream of owning their own ranch and living ‘off the fatta the lan’.
· George says ‘I got to thinking maybe we would’ which demonstrates that Lennie’s enthusiasm gives him hope, even though in reality he knows that their dream is actually not very likely to be fulfilled.
· George uses the dream to give both George and Lennie hope for the future, once the other workers find out about this, they want to be a part of the dream too. This demonstrates the importance of dreams and ambition in the 1930s during the Great Depression.
· Lennie’s death is a symbol of how the American Dream was close to impossible to achieve during the Great Depression. The American Dream is supposed to be about ‘the land of the free’ built on promise and opportunity. However Lennie dies and all the good things that Lennie and George hoped for came to an end.
· Lennie is always eager to hear about the dream ‘Tell about how it’s gonna be’. When George tells Lennie all the details about the ‘big vegetable patch… rabbit hutch and chickens’, it almost seems as if he is reading a story to a child.

Innocence and Love
· Lennie is very forgetful ‘Like I done in Weed?’ which therefore means he does not learn from his mistakes. This means that he could be described as innocent as he has no idea of boundaries or how to behave
· To call Lennie simply innocent is wrong as it is proved he is capable of deceit. When Lennie is trying to lie to George about having a mouse he makes ‘an elaborate pantomime of innocence’. Although George can see that Lennie is lying, the fact that Lennie is endeavoring to hide the mouse shows that he is mentally able to attempt trickery.
· Lennie’s inadvertent capacity to destroy what he wishes to love is first shown when he kills a mouse. ‘You’ve broke it pettin’ it’ portrays the idea he was just trying to care for the mouse but his strength proved too much of an enemy to him
· Crooks is not used to people coming to visit him, so when Lennie appears in his room he is not sure whether or not to trust him. Despite this, Lennie’s ‘disarming smile defeated him’ which shows that just because of Lennie’s instinctive and uncomprehending smile, he ultimately wins over Crooks in the racist ‘battle’

Other
· Lennie is described as a ‘bear’ with ‘paws’ and as ‘snorting into the water like a horse’. This animalistic description could perhaps be perceived as a way to describe his intellectual state.
· ‘huge’, ‘shapeless’, ‘walked heavily’ is how we are introduced to Lennie. This gives the reader an image of the sort of character Lennie is. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]‘You’re nuts… but you’re kinda a nice fella’ shows that again Lennie is being underestimated, but this time by Curley’s wife. She is right in describing him as nice, but is incorrect in her idea of Lennie being harmlessly ‘nuts’
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