Frankenstein Quote Bank
Walton longs to "tread a land never before imprinted by the foot of man" 
Justine
Elizabeth surrenders herself silently to a “deep and voiceless grief” after Justine’s death (volume 1, chapter 7)
“I leave a sad and bitter world; and if you remember me think of me as one of unjustly condemned” (Justine to Elizabeth volume 1, chapter 7)
-------------------------
Safie
"they will prove the truth of my tale," (Monster to Frankenstein about Safie’s leters)
“"conviction of the truth"” (Frankenstein to Walton about Safie’s letters)
 "Often in the hands of Felix or Agatha" (about Safie’s letters, sacred)

Female creature will… "in all probability . . . become a thinking and reasoning animal"
he dreads the "results of those sympathies for which the daemon thirsted" 

By placing Safie's letters so prominently in the center of her text, she firmly links her own imaginative work to her mother's philosophical analysis of patriarchy. And by having the letters twice offered and accepted as evidence of truth, she points to the moral message that underlies her fantastic plot.
Mary Shelley thus powerfully deploys her narrative structure in the service of her feminist theme.

Safie's narrative, enclosed within the monster's tale to Frankenstein, is located at the physical, textual center of Mary Shelley's novel: it is recounted halfway through volume two of the three-volume text. 


'infinite pains and care'

"Beware; for I am fearless, and therefore powerful. I will watch with the wiliness of a snake, that I may sting with its venom. Man, you shall repent of the injuries you inflict" (Monster to Frankenstein in chapter 20)
“I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel...” 
“Satan has his companions, fellow-devils, to admire and encourage him; but I am solitary and detested.” 
“I am alone and miserable. Only someone as ugly as I am could love me.” 
“treading in the steps already marked, I will pioneer a new way, explore unknown powers, and unfold to the world the deepest mysteries of creation”
“penetrate into the recesses of nature and show how she works in her hiding-places.”
 “I need not describe the feelings of those whose dearest ties are rent by that most irreparable evil; the void that presents itself to the soul; and the despair that is exhibited on the countenance”
"i saw how the fine form of man was degraded and wasted." –VF
"His words had a strange effect upon me. I compassionated him" … "filthy mass that moved and talked,"
“men appear to me as monsters thirsting for each other's blood” – Elizabeth
“the most irreparable evil; the void that presented itself to the soul, the despair that is exhibited on the countenance” – VF about C death
“Learn from me […] how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge” – VF to W
“Life and death appeared to me ideal bounds, which I should first break through and pour a torrent of light into our dark world” – VF
“I am alone and miserable; man will not associate with me, but one as deformed and horrible as myself would not deny herself to me” – Monster to VF
“A new species would bless me as its creator and source”
“the beauty of the dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust filled my heart”
“I am a blasted tree; the bolt has entered my soul”
“I was possessed by a kind of nightmare; I felt the fiend’s grasp in my neck”
“I am malicious because I am miserable”
"That is also my victim!" he exclaimed: "in his murder my crimes are consummated;”
“I have no friend” – Walton
“Maternal nature bade me weep no more” – VF  








AO3
Mary Poovey
“The family is an aspect of the self and the self cannot survive bereft of the family”
Joyce Zonana
“the tale they tell, is indeed the core of Mary Shelley's novel: the powerful identification of woman, nature, and spirit that challenges patriarchal law”

George Levine
"Walton's tale enfolding Frankenstein's, which, in turn, enfolds that of the monster."
“Frankenstein and the monster are doubles, two aspects of the same being”
“The monster is not innately evil, but is forced to become so by characters that deny him to human society”
“Is the creature a natural man or an unnatural monster?”
Edinburgh Times
“The description of the mountain scenery, and its effect on Frankenstein’s mind, is finely given”
Anne K. Mellor
“Mary Shelley’s political attack on a society founded on patriarchy is conveyed through the manifest injustice of Justine’s execution”
Critique of…“gendered construction of the universe”
Chris Baldick (http://knarf.english.upenn.edu/Articles/baldick3.html )
“the monster has no mechanical {45} characteristics, and is a fully human creature. In his range of sympathies and his need for companionship he is perhaps more human than his creator” – Chris Baldick
“the novel is about the perils of discovery”
“sorrow only increased with knowledge”
“Frankenstein usurps not the privilege of God, but the reproductive power of women”
“the monster provides an illustration of the arbitrary injustice of the human society which condemns him on sight” (by framing Justine)
“The injustice is much more flagrant in the case of the tellingly-named Justine” (comparing Victor’s treatment to that of Justine)
David Soyka (http://knarf.english.upenn.edu/Articles/soyka.html )
[bookmark: _GoBack]“It is God’s hubris and subsequent lack of interest in His Creation that lays the groundwork for human wickedness”
“a double personality Frankenstein assumes to act out his destructive impulses”

R.E. Foust (http://knarf.english.upenn.edu/Articles/foust.html )
“ The rational man is eventually possessed by his dybbuk-like creation, his chthonic alter-ego. “
“Civilization subdues Nature by the single-minded application of Reason”
“Madness worse than death is the revenge extracted for man's hubristic self-severance from his natural origin”
“man's inability to either rest in tranquility or to avoid ambition.”
William Walling 
"a version of the 'Creator' -- of God Himself" 
Lawrence Lipkin
“The creature develops as if nature, not man had formed him and only rejection by society leaves him deformed”



Godwin (AO4)
'If there be any sight more humiliating than all others, it is that of a miserable victim acknowledging the justice of a sentence against which every enlightened spectator exclaims with horror' – Enquiry Concerning Political Justice
Tintern Abbey
“nurse/The guide, the guardian of my heart”
