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Sidney Bradshaw Fay (1920s-1930s)
· A great deal of responsibility lies with the Allies, especially Russia and Serbia.
· System of secret alliances that divided Europe into 2 camps of solidarity: the Triple Alliance and the Triple Entente.
· However, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Serbia were primarily responsible for the immediate cause of war’s outbreak.
· Was a part of the American ‘revisionist’ historian movement of 1920s-30s  sought to reduce/remove reparations for Germany.
Wehler (1960s)
· Sonderweg (Special path)  only nation to be created from a military revolution from above  Aristocratic, feudal, anti-democratic, pre-modern.
· Intrinsically different to the Western nations and Eastern nations  not totally democratic, yet not totally autocratic.
Fischer (1960s)
· German expansionist foreign policy  Weltpolitik & ‘primat der innenpolitik’.
· 1912 War Council  Declared Germany would start a war of aggression in the summer of 1914  However; Mombauer found there was no direct evidence to prove that a future war was agreed on.
· Discovered documents prepared before the war calling for ethnic cleansing and to provide German with lebensraum.
· September Programme suggests how German plans to dominate ‘mitteleuropa’ were formulated before the war  Too detailed to be done in the month of fighting so far.
· Bethmann-Hollweg as driving force behind the war  called him “Hitler of 1914”
Ritter (1960s)
· Asserted the Fischer thesis is dishonest and inaccurate  Points out the flaws in Fischer’s sources.
· Promoted the idea that Germany displayed the same traits as other Great Powers, and could not be singled out.
· Defensive war to protect the fading empire of Austria-Hungary.
Hillgruber (1960s)
· A “calculated risk” on the part of Berlin had gone wrong  Wanted to break the Triple Entente by encouraging a crisis that would concern only Russia (Austro-Hungarian invasion of Serbia).
· German government panicked at Russian mobilisation and the offensive defensive war plan was activated (Schlieffen Plan)
Mayer (1960s)
· Marxist historian  World War 1 as a pre-emptive counterrevolutionary strike by ruling elites in Europe to preserve their power.
A.J.P. Taylor (1960s-1970s)
· The leaders of 1914 became prisoners of the logic of the mobilisation timetables and the timetables that were meant to serve as deterrent to war instead relentlessly brought war. (‘War by Timetable’)
Ferguson(1990s-2000s)
· Rejects Fischer thesis
· Most of the blame lies with the diplomatic bumbling from the British  Foreign Secretary Edward Grey maintained an ambiguous attitude to the question of whether Britain would enter the war or not  Confused Berlin over just what was the British attitude towards the question of intervention in the war.
· Agrees with Hillgruber, asserting that the German government attempted to use the Serbian crisis to split the Entente.
· Disagrees with the idea of Sonderweg.
· Waged a preventative war.
· Argued that if German hegemony (dominance) would have brought about a European Union in 1914, creating a peaceful, prosperous and democratic continent without fascism or communism.
Historiographical Change
· 1930s onwards  sympathetic view of Germany  Harshness of the Treaty of Versailles  David Lloyd George “[the Great Powers] slithered into war”.
· Historiographical ‘revolution’ with Fischer in the 1960s  Full blame on Germany.
· American revisionist historians in the 1920s-30s tendency to treat Germany as a victim of the war and the allies as the aggressors objective of Sidney Bradshaw Fay was to put an end to the reparations imposed on Germany.
· In 1919, former Chancellor von Bulow went through the German archives and suppressed any documents that might show that Germany was responsible for the war. 
· 2011 conference “the Fischer Controversy 50 Years On”  concluded that Fischer was correct in putting a significant amount of blame on the outbreak of war on Germany.

