USA-Land of Freedom?
Why was there a red scare in the USA?
How does the international situation make America more fearful of Communism?
Different political ideologies- USA/USSR
· The USA were capitalist which meant they
· Had a democratic government (voters could choose between several parties)
· Most of the industry and businesses were privately owned
·  Some people are wealthier than others
· Encouraged trade and investment/loans with other countries
· Had very little censorship of the media
· The USSR were communist which meant they
· Only had one political party (so no choice to change government)
· All industry and business is owned by the state for the benefit of everyone
· Everyone is considered equal
· Encouraged the spread of communism to other countries
· Did not trade with other countries
· Media heavily censored
Communism in China-October 1949
· The USA previously to this wanted to increase economic ties with China
· Russia (USA’s enemy) made a formal alliance with China in February 1950
· USA was anti-communism so no longer wanted any ties with China, even if they would have accepted them
Berlin Blockade- 24th June 1948-12th May 1949
· This was the first aggressive move which Stalin, as the lead communist, made into the stronger Western Europe.
· America feared that once the communism had spread into further into the West then the whole of Europe would be encompassed by Communism, leaving them to a possible war with Stalin. 
Atomic Bomb development-1949
· The atomic bomb which Russia had developed could reach the USA.
· If a war had begun they were worried that the USSR might set the bomb off.
Korean War
· Russia was supporting North Korea along with Chinese ‘volunteers’
· This put the USA against the north part of Korea, hence they sent support, along with the UN to the southern section of Korea.
· This officially put Russia at war with the USA which caused even more fear of communism than previously.
What was McCarthyism and how did it work?
FELP
· Federal Employee Loyalty Program
· 1947
· Review of the civil service
· 212 sacked
Impact of fear of Spies
· Thousands of people were investigated for possible communist views and spying for the Soviet
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Many lost their jobs, and many of these were probably not communists or spies
· People were publically humiliated
Suspicion of Liberal ideas
· McCarthy has invoked fear of communism across the USA which made many people suspicious of all political ideas
· 
· 
· 
McCarthy’s Speech 1950
· 9th February
· Announces that he has here in his hand 205 people’s names that work for the government state department and were communist including Owen Latimore
· Latimore was the only name that McCarthy produced
· Senator Tydings was sent to investigate the claims and found them false
· This made McCarthy accuse Tydings of being a communist himself
HUAC
· House of Un-American Activity Committee
· Founded in 1930
· Investigated creative industry in 1947 and blacklisted 320 artists (ended their careers)
· There was a fear that films were sending communist messages – Hollywood 10 blacklisted
Witch Hunt led by McCarthy
· President Truman 
· Owen Latimore
· Senator Tydings
· Hollywood 10
· General Zuicker
· The FBI fed McCarthy much of his evidence

Communist Control Act 1954
· In response to the fear that Communists were still plotting to overthrow the government the congress passed this act
· The government used it to investigate any groups suspected of have communist tendencies
· Additionally, the act was used to investigate members of organisations such as labour unions and the NAACP.
McCarthy’s decline
· McCarthy made the mistake of accusing a well-liked War Hero, General Zuicker in October 1953 of being a communist
· This caused a lot of outrage in the general public
· Additionally, Ed Murrow made a program showing the words of McCarthy shown in true light so the public began to see behind his mask.
· Once this was shown, other journalists were able to publically express their doubts with lower risks of them being shot down and have their career ruined by being accused by McCarthy
· McCarthy was officially reprimanded by the Senate 1954, when he also lost the chairmanship of the Committee on Operations of the Senate
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Source Messages
[image: ]This source gives the message that McCarthy faked all his claims including about the 205 people in the government state department who were all communists and also that he faked all the evidence also.
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The message of this source is that the committee of un-American activities was causing carnage in America while supposedly combatting communism. They are causing more upset for people being investigated than good for America by finding genuine communists.
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The source has the message that none of the correct people are being investigated. People who are guilty are getting away while people who are innocent are being investigated and having their lives ruined.
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@ Several prominent court cases during the 1950s put an end to the type
of *blacklisting’ that McCarthy encouraged. In 1956, the Supreme Court
supported the case of Professor Slochower who had been sacked from Brooklyn
College because he refused to deny past membership of the Communist Party.
A year later, the Supreme Court ruled on the case of Wazkins : the United States,
stopping Congress from punishing unco-operative witnesses who in previous
years would have been blacklisted as suspected Communists.

o Tn 1954, McCarthy accused 45 army officers of being Communist agents. In
the televised hearings that followed, the public was shocked at McCarthy's
bullying, aggressive and confrontational manner. In contrast, the army’s chief
counsel, Joseph Welch, was calm, reasonable and polite, and effectively showed.
the weaknesses of McCarthy's case. A new Senate committee was established
and it condemned McCarthy's behaviour. McCarchy's influence and power fell
dramatically and he died three years later.
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