Aim
To summarise two news articles to try and determine if EWT if reliable or not and to see how the media portrays it.
Procedure
I searched the internet for appropriate articles and read several before selecting the two most appropriate ones. One came from the BBC and the other from the Guardian to try and ensure that they were representative of a wide range of views. 
I read the articles several times and then started off by picking out the key words and phrases, drawing out the most important themes and highlighting important sentences to see if they backed up the idea of EWT being reliable or not.
I had to do this 3 times for each article until they were both under 100 words each and in doing so only chose the most significant points of the articles which either backed up or contradicted the idea of EWT being reliable or not. 
Results
Overall I found that EWT is presented as unreliable in the context of certain news articles. In the BBC article they reached similar conclusions to that of Pickel – in the article eyewitnesses wrongly accused a man of a crime because they thought that he was holding a weapon.
This suggests that weapon focus is an issue in the reliability of EWT as witnesses are likely to forget important details about the suspect and instead they focus on the weapon. Also seen in Maass and Kohnken’s study where they focused more on the syringe than the pen (depending on condition) – showed that they focused more if the object was abnormal or not expected. 
However, the second article suggested that EWT is useful and should be seen as reliable in the cases of sexual abuse where it is the only evidence available (often a retrospective case). This can be seen in Yuille and Cutshall who found witnesses still gave a reliable account, even 5 months after the incident.
Both of the articles mentioned how research findings have influenced laws, such as making line-up procedures more secure so the witnesses don’t see the suspect before they have to pick who they thought they saw. This shows the importance of EWT as an application of research evidence. In one of the articles there was the case of a man who was wrongly imprisoned for 23 years on the basis of faulty EWT.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusions
Overall it can be concluded that in some cases the EWT given can be unreliable but at the same time is does have some reliability. It showed how people can be wrongly convicted based on faulty EWT so this means it can be applied to real life situations.
