Each mark scheme given is for the highest band.
Section A – Reading (unseen passage with questions; 20 marks):
(i) read and understand texts with insight and engagement 
(ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives 
(iii) understand and make some evaluation of how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects

1. Picking out words/phrases. 1-3 marks.

2. Picking out words/phrases. 2-4 marks. [CAN BE COMBINED WITH QUESTION ABOVE]

3. ‘Using your own words’. 4-5 marks.
	Look to reward the quality of explanation rather than simply counting the number of points that have been made.




4. Short essay on how the writer does something with in the passage. 12 marks. 
	• Perceptive understanding of the text is evident in the response 

	• Discriminating engagement with the text, with perceptive development in the response

	• Interpretations are perceptively developed and sustained

	• Perceptive evaluation of how writers use linguistic and structural devices to create effect, with discriminating use made of appropriate examples to support ideas.



Section B – Reading and Writing (Section A text essay and a writing text with a topic similar to the text; 20 marks):
(i) read and understand texts with insight and engagement 
(ii) develop and sustain interpretations of writers’ ideas and perspectives 
(iii) understand and make some evaluation of how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects

5. Essay on Section A text. 10 marks.
	• Perceptive understanding of the text is evident in the response 

	• Discriminating engagement with the text, with development in the response

	• Interpretations are perceptively developed and sustained

	• Perceptive evaluation of how writers use linguistic and structural devices to create effect, with assured use made of appropriate examples to support ideas

	• Where response requires consideration of two or more features, a perceptive balanced approach is evident.


6. Writing text on a topic similar to the given Section A text. 10 marks.
(i) communicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapting forms for different readers and purposes 
(ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features
(iii) use a range of sentence structures effectively, with accurate punctuation and spelling
	The assessment of writing involves a judgement about a writer's ability to construct and convey meaning in written language, matching style to audience and purpose. Writing is marked against three skills areas which assess the Writing Assessment Objectives. 

Markers should allocate about a third of the total marks for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

The best-fit approach. An answer may not always satisfy every one of the assessment criteria for a particular band in order to receive a mark within that band range, since on individual criteria the answer may meet the descriptor for a higher or lower mark range. The best-fit approach should be used to determine the mark which corresponds most closely to the overall quality of the response.



	• Communication is perceptive and subtle with discriminating use of a full vocabulary 

	• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the expectations/requirements of the intended reader

	• Sophisticated control of text structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing, assured application of a range of cohesive devices

	• Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control of expression and meaning. A convincing selection of sentence structures is used

	• Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed

	• Spelling is consistently accurate



Section C – Writing (on different, unknown topic; 20 marks):

7. Large writing text. 20 marks.

(i) communicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapting forms for different readers and purposes
(ii) organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety of linguistic and structural features
(iii) use a range of sentence structures effectively, with accurate punctuation and spelling

	The writing triplet assessed on this question is writing to inform, explain and describe. 

Weaker answers may be fragmentary or lack coherence. Candidates may lack the ability to explain themselves or may assume understanding that the reader does not have. A useful discriminating factor will be the extent to which the writer is able to engage the interests of the reader by using a variety of techniques. 

The assessment of writing involves a judgement about a writer's ability to construct and convey meaning in written language, matching style to audience and purpose, in this case a speech. Writing is marked against three skills areas which assess the Writing Assessment Objectives. 

Markers should allocate about a third of the total marks for accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

The ‘best-fit’ approach. An answer may not always satisfy every one of the assessment criteria for a particular band in order to receive a mark within that band range, since on individual criteria the answer may meet the descriptor for a higher or lower mark range. The ‘best-fit’ approach should be used to determine the mark which corresponds most closely to the overall quality of the response.



	• Communication is perceptive and subtle with discriminating use of a full vocabulary 

	• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the expectations/requirements of the intended reader

	• Sophisticated control of text structure, skilfully sustained paragraphing, assured application of a range of cohesive devices

	• Sentences are convincingly structured, with sophisticated control of expression and meaning. A convincing selection of sentence structures is used

	• Control of the full range of punctuation is precise, enabling intended emphasis and effects to be conveyed

	• Spelling is consistently accurate



