	Type of question
	
	Extent – Agree/Disagree      

	Paragraph 1
	1.
	Existing political tensions in the Reich:  

	
	
	SPD’s abstention from Reichstag and refusal to deal with any other parties  socialist ideology and the goal of a social revolution  natural mistrust in government since the end of the Anti-Socialism Laws in 1890
Role of civilian government in military affairs  Zabern affair and the limits of Reichstag’s jurisdiction
Class gap  the vote of the elite was worth more than the vote of an ordinary working class voter  Constituency boundaries were not decided on the popular vote due to how they’re drawn  gerrymandering

	
	
	

	Paragraph 2
	2.
	Start of the war: 

	
	
	SPD voted in favour of war credits  political unity  Burgfriedenspolitik
Thousand celebrated the start of the war  100,000s in Odeonplatz, Munich. However, there were some anti-war demonstrations in Berlin 28th-29th July of the same size
However, there was not total unity  Rosa Luxembourg and Karl Liebknecht voted against the Enabling Act 1914 to extend government powers
Some members of society formed the German Peace League  However, their impact was minimal as they were outside the overall groupthink of society
The existence and need for Burgfriedenspolitik outlines the existing political tensions in Germany, as their divisiveness warranted burgfriedenspolitik in order for a War Government to function.
Kaiser at war’s start: “I no longer recognise parties, I only know Germans!”

	Paragraph 3
	3.
	Midway through the war: 

	
	
	2+ million casualties by 1916.
Formation of 2 pressure groups: All-German Fatherland Party (Pro-war) and the Peace League for Freedom and Fatherland (Anti-war)  All-German Party had support of the conservative armed forces and the elite of Germany  Existence of these pressure groups show widening political tensions.
German populace was feeling the effect of the Royal Navy’s blockade of German ports  ersatz items
Lack of food heightened social tensions  Rich had access to higher quality food compared to working class Germans
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 1917  ‘Brotfrieden’/Peace for Bread  mind-set of German people is focused on the food situation
Reichstag ground to the halt in second ‘July Crisis’ of 1917  resulted in the resignation of Bethmann-Hollweg  However, this was not unusual as other Chancellors such as von Bulow resigning in 1909 over failure to pass inheritance tax laws and over the diplomatic fallout of the Daily Telegraph Affair 1908

	
	
	

	Paragraph 4
	4.
	End of the war:

	
	
	Rising support for the Peace League for Freedom and Fatherland
Disillusionment of the Left led to Germany seeking peace treaty as well as failure of the Spring Offensive
Policy of total war ended popular support of the war  Hindenburg Programme was effectively slave labour for Germans 17-60  300,000 workers strike in Berlin  Compare social unity at war’s start to social unrest at war’s end
Involvement of America in 1917 further disillusioned left wing democrats, who saw the US as not their natural enemy, and an example of freedom and democracy  soured support as the war was not seen as defensive but a result of German aggression
Fischer  failure of Primat der innenpolitik  Germany’s aggressive and nationalistic foreign policy led to initial unity; however, failure and defeat ended public support for an aggressive Germany
Lack of support for the military government of Hidenburg and Ludendorff  armed forces acted independently of the political system and outside the jurisdiction of the Reichstag  ‘state within a state’ 

	
	
	

	Judgement
	Agree to an extent: The war briefly narrowed social and political tensions that already existed in Germany, however, the war exacerbated the existing tensions and they increased to levels unseen. The war simply reaffirmed tensions between socialist element of Germany that existed before the war, and although they were temporarily reconciled, the extent of the war was realised and an opposition was formed.
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