TIME PERIODS
· Old English (499-1066)
· Middle English: 1100-1500
· Early Modern English: 1500-1700
· Late Modern English: 1800 onwards 
Nationalism (16th century) 
· UK in Tudor + Elizabethan times: trading nation (Shakespeare)
· Led to elevated style: Latin, French + Greek loan words + Polysyllabic words
Science + rationalism (17/18th century)
· 17th: Puritan times = distrust of rhetoric // 18th: growth of rationalism
· Emphasis on reason, word order + developing standard grammar
· Latinate emphasis on prescriptivism + Dictionary in 1755
Romanticism (19th century)
· Early: attention + recording of regional + class varieties
· Poetry written in vernacular forms (nature emphasis)
Victorian period (19th century)
· Child labour abolished: greater desire to educate people 
· Standard English + RP gain status
· Social commentary 
· Influence of new tech (industrial rev)  = new words coined
20th Century
· Standard forms begin to loosen + social attitudes begin to lift
· Greater overall variety of forms + wish to establish confidence of former colonies 
· WW1 (1914-18) 
21st Century
· Globalisation of language
· More influence of emerging technologies 
THE GREAT VOWEL SHIFT
· Change in pronunciation around 1400
· Separates Middle English from Modern English
· The shift was quite sudden (within a century)
· Vowel sounds are still shortening, but more gradually 
EARLY MODERN ENGLISH
· Shakespeare coining new words
· Used contractions to cut syllables + add rhythm
· Double negatives + double comparatives were grammatically acceptable 
· Renaissance brought classical Greek + Latin terms into the English language
1476: CAXTON’S PRINTING PRESS
· Cheap + more accessible books = higher literacy rate / more wide spread
· Encouraged spelling standardisation as it facilitated mass printing
· A sense of ‘correct’ English began to emerge 
· Printing gains authority over handwritten texts
· Powerful elite control what gets printed
· Initiates standardisation: printing press in London 
· Some printers dropped letters: terminal ‘e’ to find words neatly on a line
· Some added if they got paid by the letter
STANDARDISATION
· Publishing houses located in London = dialect became standard 
· Spelling + grammar gradually became fixed
· 1604: 1st English Dic was Cawdrey’s A Tale Alphabetical (published in London)
- but his definitions were brief + words chosen were obscure or arbitrary 
PUNCTUATION
· Commas: used liberally to link long + extended clauses 
· Colons + semi-colons: to separate clauses = creates ↑sentence complexity 
· Apostrophes: signify the possessive + rep missing vowels 
- and to signify missing vowels that didn’t signify a sound (‘work’d’) 
- this practice not continued into Present-day English
- before 19th C: customary to put an apostrophe before the plural inflection on borrowed words ending w. a vowel (‘banana’)
· Speech marks: began to differentiate between speech + writing 
· Ampersand: originated as a ‘et’ ligature  (typographical feature)
- combined w. abbreviation of the Latin term ‘et cetera’ as &c
· Capitalisation: writers capped any noun they considered important
- also used rhetorically for personified + abstract nouns 
· Proclitic contraction: where a separate word becomes part of the word following it (‘tis) 
· Enclitic contraction: a separate word becomes part of the word preceding it (it’s) 

LATE MODERN ENGLISH (1800 to present)
· Vocabulary is the most significant distinction between early + late modern English
· Pronunciation, grammar + spelling are largely the same
· New words due to the Industrial Revolution + The British Empire
1755: JOHNSON’S DICITONARY 
· Wasn’t until 18th c that spelling began to look fully standardised 
· One of the most important publications in the history of the English language (40,000 words)
· His dictionary laid down the rules for the spelling and meaning of words
· Used as a standard reference point
· Other scholars also published books to prescribe how English should be constructed
· Notable books played an important part in standardisation 
- 1762: Robert Lowth, Short Introduction to English Grammar
- 1794: Lindley Murray, English Grammar
- 1884: First part of OED
- 1926: Henry W. Fowler, Modern English Usage 
GRAMMAR
· Long sentences (often aided by a semi-colon)
· Multiple subordinate clauses (Latin influence)
· A fashionable way to make discourse ↑elaborate + display education 
· Double negatives for emphasis
· Pronouns: ‘one’ = archaic + reps RP type accent
· Prepositions: ‘at London’ vs. ‘in’
· Contractions: modern English adopts ↑conversational tone in writing
· Passive voice formed by aux verb ‘be’ + past tense
· Now associated w. legal registers 
-gram feature that obscures rather than add clarity (omits agent)
· Noun phrases: more economical style ‘the bonnet of the car’ vs. ‘the car’s bonnet’
· 3rd person pronoun: ‘he’ as norm – now gender neutral ‘they’ or ‘he/she’ (fem movements of 60s + 70s, efforts to make language more equal) 
GRAPHOLOGICAL CHANGE
· ‘v’ and ‘u’ used interchangeably
· ‘v’ established as a consonant: 17th c
· ‘i’ instead of ‘j’: until mid 17th c
· Long ‘s’: 17th c onwards (hw style of period)
· Serif font + narrow line spacing = dense text
· Technology: abbreviations, numbers, emojis 
· Ligature: the linking of 2 graphemes (‘ct’ + ‘oe’)
· Was a common printing practice but now less common 
PHONOLOGY
· Modern silent ‘e’ rule evolved from old inflectional endings
· Sounds were pronounced to show word function 
· Now marks long vowels 
· Terminal ‘e’ key feature of Mid. English
· Used at end of words we’d now omit ‘roote’
· Died out in EME: people not sure whether to write it as it was no longer sounded 
LANGUAGE CHANGE + GENDER
· Representation of gender through lexis, discourse + pragmatics 
· Stereotyping of male/fem behaviour + characteristics 
· Ideas expressed that reinforce the deficit, dominance + difference approaches 
· Examples of writers or speakers ‘performing’ their gender
· Lexical + semantic fields that may be associated w. a particular gender
LANGUAGE CHANGE + POWER
· English power + class system centred on the aristocracy 
· Manners + politeness reflected the hierarchical and class based English society
· Politeness used by higher status people to exclude others + maintain status
· Power can be linguistically encoded through titles + terms of address
· Honorific's show social rank + hereditary status 
LANGUAGE CHANGE + TECHNOLOGY
· Language change can be shaped by the mediums we use to communicate 
· Printing allowed for mass production, wider audiences + led to growth of different 
· Novel  = 18th C phenomenon
· Growing middle class able to read = provided a larger audience
· Handwriting texts = ↑laborious 
· Affordance: letters + notes fashioned personally 
· Errors + changing thought processes evident
· Constraint: no facility to spell check + edit 
CHANGES IN SPEECH STYLE
· Ease of Articulation
- we make spoken words + phrases easier to say
· Social prestige + Changes in Society
- travel + mass communication = less regional variation 
· Impact of radio/TV grown: in formalisation of media
· Omission: leaving out a phonemes in a group of phonemes clustered together
· Assimilation: the pronounciation of one phoneme is affected by an adjacent phoneme ‘dohnchu’
· Eye-dialect: a way of spelling words that suggests a regional or social way of talking 
- CD 19th c: distinctive idiolectal voices for his characters 
PRESCRIPTIVISM
· An attitude that assumes there are a set of ‘correct’ linguistics rules that we should follow
· Other varieties of English seen as incorrect or inferior 
· High standards should be maintained 
· The view is that language decays as it changes
· The only way to stop falling standards is to stop linguistic change 
· The 18th century was the age of prescriptivism 
DESCRIPTIVISM
· Involves describing how language is actually used
· They believe different varieties of English should be valued equally
· The idea that language change is inevitable, necessary + should be embraced 
· Instead they record why and how change occurs + rather than assuming all change is bad
· Some see language change as progress: English is becoming more accurate + efficient 
· OED first published in 19th c: editors were d’s 
· 20th + 21st c = greater informalisation 
· Colloquialisation: where writing uses language more typically in spoken registers
· Econimisation: where certain written genres (e.g. newspaper reporting) have resulted in compressed styles of writing, to communicate information more efficiently 

