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Were the peace treaties of 1919-1923 fair?
Motives at the Peace Conference
Woodrow Wilson’s aims (America)
· His 14 points
· No secret treaties between countries.
· Freedom of navigation upon the seas- in both peace and war.
· Free trade between countries.
· All countries reduce their armed forces to the lowest level consistent with domestic safety.
· Overseas colonies owned by European powers to have a say in their own future.
· All foreign troops to leave Russia. Russian people to get a say in their own future without interference.
· Interdependence for Belgium.
· France to regain Alsace-Lorraine.
· Italy’s frontiers to be adjusted to take account of the nationalities of the people living in the border areas.
· Self-determination for the people of Austria-Hungary.
· International guarantees for the independence of the Balkan states. Serbia to have access to the sea.
· Poland to become an independent state with access to the sea.
· A League of Nations to be set up to settle disputes between countries by peaceful means.
· Self-determination-the right of nations to rule themselves.
· International Co-operation – Countries working together to settle disputes, usually by peaceful means.
Georges Clemenceau’s aims (France)
· To get revenge for the damage and loss in France and Belgium.
· To prevent Germany from having a chance to attack France again.
· Germany split up into states to stop them from uniting against France.
Lloyd George’s aims (Britain)
· To prevent the spread of Communism to Germany from Russia.
· To keep the public of Britain happy by ‘squeezing the lemons ‘til the pips squeak.’
· To keep Germany in a state where they were able to continue trading with them in order to allow Britain to rebuild after the war.


Terms of the Treaty of Versailles
Germany’s territorial losses
	Territory
	From Germany to:
	Comments

	Alsace-Lorraine
	France
	

	Eupen, Moresnet, Malmédy
	Belgium
	

	North Schleswig
	Denmark
	After a plebscite

	West Prussia, Posen
	Poland
	To give Poland a corridor to the Baltic Sea

	Danzig
	League of Nations
	Free city controlled by the League

	Memel
	Lithuania
	

	Saar coalfields
	League of Nations (coal to France)
	Plebscite to be held after 15 years

	German colonies
	League of Nations
	Mostly controlled by Britain and France as mandates

	Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania
	Became independent states
	Germany took these from Russia in the treaty of Brest-Litovsk



Germany’s economic losses
· Reparations of £6.6 billion.
· Resources/ Industry from the land they lost (eg the Saarland had coal which was given to France).
Other losses
· Army cut to 100,000 men.
· Conscription banned.
· No armoured vehicles.
· 6 warships only.
· The Rhineland demilitarised.
· Anschluss forbidden- Germany and Austria can nor join together.
Article 231
· Forced Germany to accept the blame/guilt for the war.
League of Nations
· The League of Nations was created at the Paris Peace Conference.
· The defeated nations were not allowed to join until they could become a peace loving nation.
·  Germany was eventually allowed to join in 1926.

German reaction to the Treaty of Versailles
Diktat
· Means dictated peace in German.
· The Treaty of Versailles was a diktat.
Article 231
· The war guilt clause which means that, by signing the Treaty of Versailles, they were accepting the blame for the war which was unfair as it was actually caused by the assassination of Franz Ferdinand by Serbia. 
· Germany was not actually involved until war was declared between Serbia and Austria-Hungary.
Land Loss
· The Germans felt that a lot of their land loss was unfair because some Germans would now be living under foreign rule.
· Also, the industrial area of the Saar was taken over by the League of Nations, with the coal given to France.
· Finally, German colonies were taken over by Britain, France and Japan.
Economic Terms
· The losses caused hyperinflation, where the government printed more money than they had, causing money to be worth less.
· They made their first reparation payment in 1922, but by 1923 was unable to afford to pay it.
· Caused bankruptcy in Germany.
· Made the Weimar unpopular as they were the ones that signed the treaty.
· Weimar being unpopular caused extremism and uprisings against them.
League of Nations
· Germany felt insulted that they were not allowed to join.
· They also felt it was unfair that the world peace organisation would not let people that lost a previous war join.

How satisfied were the leaders?
Clemenceau-Happy
· Happy that France got land and reparations out of it.
· Also happy that Germany were not allowed much of an army or military vehicles.
Clemenceau-Unhappy
· Unhappy that Germany was not broken into small states.
· Thought that the Rhineland should be given to France rather than demilitarized.
· Also thought that the treaty was not harsh enough.
Lloyd George-Happy
· Britain got land and lots of reparations from Germany. 
· They also got industry from the land, gaining them even more money.
· The public were happy with the treaty as Germany had been punished adequately in their eyes. 
Lloyd George-Unhappy
· The treaty was likely to cause another war (it did!)
· If Germany went bankrupt then Britain would be unable to trade with them.
Wilson-Happy
· Some areas got self-determination which was good in his eyes.
· The League of Nations was created which was Wilson’s idea.
Wilson-Unhappy
· The congress refused to join his League of Nations.
· Many Americans thought that America should have never joined the war in the first place.
· The treaty was too harsh and would have repercussions later.
The other peace settlements
Treaty of St. Germain 10th September 1919- Austria
· Separation of Austria from Hungary.
· Forbade future Anschluss (Union with Germany to form a single country).
· Forced Austria to disarm to 30,000 men.
· Reparations (these were agreed but the amount was not finalised before Austria’s economy collapsed.)
· Took territory:
	Territory
	From Austria to:
	Extra Info

	Bohemia and Morava
	New state of Czechoslovakia
	

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	New state of Yugoslavia
	Also included the former kingdom of Serbia

	Galicia
	Poland
	

	South Tyrol, Istria and Trieste
	Italy
	


	Bukovina
	Romania 
	



This treaty was made to sort out the chaos after separating Austria and Hungary, rather than to punish Austria.

Treaty of Neuilly 27th November 1919 – Bulgaria
· Forced to disarm to 20,000 men with 4 torpedo boats.
· Reparations of 2.25 billion francs.
· Land to Yugoslavia, Romania and Greece.
· Lost access to the sea.
· Were the only major country that paid all their reparations.

Treaty of Trianon 4th June 1920 – Hungary
· Forced disarmament to 35,000 men and 3 patrol boats.
· Reparations of 200 million gold crowns.
· Territory including:
	Territory
	From Hungary to:

	Ruthenia, Slovakia
	Czechoslovakia

	Slovenia, Croatia
	Yugoslavia



Treaty of Sèvres 10th August 1920 – Turkey
· Army reduction to 50,000 men, 7 sailboats and 6 torpedo boats.
· Territory including:
	Territory
	From Turkey to:

	Smyrna
	Greece

	Palestine, Iraq, Transjordan
	Mandate under British control

	Syria
	Mandate under French control


· Lost control of the Black sea.
· Many of its colonies became independent. (self-determination)
This treaty outraged the Turks and they fought against it. The Treaty of Lausanne (1923) came out of this in which Smyrna was returned to Turkey. 

