Views on Religion

Functionalism

Durkheim – it integrates and regulates individuals, reinforces a collective conscience, uniting, increases community and encouraging value consensus
‘Religion is a unified system of beliefs and practices which unite into one single moral community’
'In a word, anything can be sacred' 

From aboriginal totems:
· Totems distinguish each clan and a visible form of God. Therefore religious worship of the totem is worship of society and belief in God is an acknowledgement that society is more than individual
· Religion is a distinction between the sacred (such objects encourage value consensus) and profane
· Religion forges group identity, creates cohesion and reaffirms social solidarity
However…
· Small number of tribes, can’t generalise
· Does religious worship = worship of society?
· Can it be generalised to diverse society?
Hamilton -
· The emergence of religious pluralism and diversity within a society is not dealt with
· Overstate the extent collective conscience shapes behaviour
· Religious beliefs conflict with dominant values e.g. premarital sex

Functions
Socialisation – socialises members into a value consensus by attaching sacred quality to values
Integration – collective worship strengthens group unity, restraining deviant behaviour
Civil Religion – Rituals are common aspects of national loyalties
Preventing anomie – integration and restrained behaviour prevents a state of confusion and normlessness
Life changing events – Malinowski + Parsons believe it relieves the stress of life crises

Parsons
· Provides consensus - necessary for order and stability
· Problems that disrupt society fall into 2 categories:
· Unforeseeable events
· Life crises
· A mechanism to manage tensions generated by society & generate meaning for unexplainable
· Provides guidelines for behaviour  encourages value consensus and integration of individuals into society – judged against  pass on core values
· Religion has shaped our norms and values e.g. ten commandments
[bookmark: Bellah:_Civil_Religion]
Malinowski – Formulated ideas based on pacific islands & their rituals

· Religion eases emotional stress when social solidarity / order is threatened
· It  promotes order and stability through reinforcing norms + religious rituals serve to manage the stresses
· Death is socially destructive as it removes a member from society – funeral is supportive

However…
· Does religion deal with stresses generated in a modern society?
· Doesn’t see religious worship as a worship of society
Civil or civic religion?
Civil Religion: A set of secular symbols and rituals that provide a sense of belonging, social solidarity and awe

Bellah
· Sacred symbols in the US create solidarity in a society of diverse cultures. They perform the functions of religion
· America's New Faith, collection of beliefs, symbols and rituals sacred American things
· Similar to Christianity - Worship in Americanism. 
Herberg 
· US initially characterised by a diversity of religious organisation.
·  It helped migrants cope with new environment. Over time it became important to citizens ‘To not be religious is to not be American’
Shils & Young 
· Rituals surrounding the British monarchy are examples of civil religion. Death of Diana created national unity

However…
· Emphasis on order – religion creates as much conflict as peace
· Ignores dysfunction e.g. oppression of woman
· Emphasis on value consensus ignores dissent and resistance toward collective events e.g. Diana jokes
Evaluation
· Explains and identifies the functions of religion
· It can be applied to many contemporary examples
· Demonstrates the role of religion on creating unity, cohesion, order and stability
However…
· Focus on harmony and neglects religion as a disruptive and divisive force
· Fails to identify the oppressive nature of religion
· Fails to explain how religion may play a role in social change
· Stress on value consensus: difficult to apply to a post-modern society characterised by diversity and choice
· Religion cannot socialise if we do not believe – secularisation increasing
· Evidence is anecdotal and flawed
· Many worship privately rather than collectively – doesn’t reaffirm group identity
·  Glock & Stark - ‘We find it difficult to reconcile the general theory with considerable evidence of religious conflict. Over ever side it would seem that religion threatens social integration as readily as it contributes to it’
Marxism
Marx: Religion as a conservative force
· Religion acts as social opium that numbs pain, dulls oppression and legitimises & disguises capitalism and social inequality
· Supports the status quo – WC passive and resigned to their fate
· An ideological apparatus, an instrument of social control and exploitation
Alienation: self-delusion. It represents a set of ideas created by humanity but which lets rule over them = prevention of revolution and social change
Ideology: Keeps people in state of false consciousness

Evidence
· Methodism played key role in preventing WC revolution in 19th C
· CofE recruits from upper class – 80% public school + Oxbridge

Engels: Religion as a radical force
· Recognises the role religion plays in revolutionary change
· Early Christian sects opposed roman rule  similar to socialist movements
· Seen as a form of resistance to oppression
Otto Maduro - Liberation theology
· Not always a conservative force
· Priests in 60’s  criticised bourgeoisie, preaching liberation theology e.g. Nicaragua
· Dominant ideology: Abercrombie, Hill & Turner
· Modern capitalist societies don’t possess accepted ruling class ideology
· Ruling class use economic power to maintain position
· Does religion maintain false consciousness in modern capitalism?
Turner -
· Religion doesn’t always force people to accept status quo
· Peasants often indifferent to religion and more concerned with survival
· Suggests religion controls sexuality to ensure transmission of property
However…
· Focus on social control at the expense of social change. E.g. Maduro - Marx neglected the role of religion in social change
· Overstates the acceptance of ideologies
· No evidence that the W/C have been controlled by religion
· Ignores individual meaning and interaction

Feminists

· Religion emphasises women’s traditional roles – this traps women in such roles
· Women perceived as distracters from worship for men. Many religions believe in worship of God through denial of sexuality. Historically seen as temptresses
· Excluded from power in most religions
· Religious texts transmit messages of patriarchy
· Simone de Beauvoir – religion is exploitive & oppressive towards women. Marxist feminist, religion justifies inequality and suffering through promise of equality in heaven

Social Change

Religion prevents social change
· It causes retention of conservative values
· View of both functionalists & Classical Marxists
Religion causes social change
· Weber & some Neo Marxists

The ‘It depends’ Approach
· It depends on a variety of things
· It can prevent or cause
· View of postmodernists
· Berger – some theodicies inhibit change and encourage change
Changes in society causes changes in religion
· Basis of secularisation debate
· Most early sociologists e.g. Durkheim believed that rationality would replace religion

Religion as a conservative force
· Functionalists - religion is an integrative force preserving the status quo
· Marxists – it acts in opposition to social change but in a negative way i.e. It helps to perpetuate the class system under capitalism
· Conservative can refer to supporting status quo, opposing aspects of social change or a return to traditional ways
Fundamentalism
· Religion is functionally necessary
· It maintains social stability and value consensus
· Reinforces collective conscience
· Strengthens values and promotes social solidarity
· Collective worship is important for integration of society - enables expression of their shared values & strengthens group unity
· By worshipping together, people have a sense of commitment and belonging
· Ritual  is important to Functionalists e.g. Durkheim & Parsons
Durkheim
· Regarded nationalism and communism as the new religion of industrial society, taking over Christianity
· Flag waving etc. exhibits nationalism as the new forms of displaying collective sentiments
Marxism – Religion is the opium of the masses
‘Religion is a kind of spiritual gin in which the slaves of capital drown their human shape and their claims to any decent life’
· A tool of class exploitation and oppression - part of the false consciousness justifying social order
· People are conned into believing that everything is fair - diverting them from focusing on inequalities and thus rebelling
· God is a human construction
· In communism religion would disappear as there was no need for it
· It dulls the pain of oppression by the promise of paradise in the next life
· Some religions make a virtue of suffering
· ‘It is easier for a camel…
· There are however many Neo-Marxists who argue that religion does promote social change
Religion causes social change: Weber
· Marx saw change occurring through structural causes, Weber said ideas cause change
· A force for change - theorised that Protestantism was responsible for the spread of capitalism
· There was a relationship between religious belief and the ethos of capitalism
· It was ascetic Protestantism which helped capitalism to develop in Europe – Calvinism
· Minimal lifestyle = little to spend their money on and reinvested it in their businesses
· Similar to the Amish
· In Britain three Quaker families dominated chocolate industry – don’t believe in predestination and didn’t fit Weber’s stereotype
However…
· Mislocated capitalism, misinterpreted Protestantism, misunderstood Catholicism and misplaced causality
· Calvinism was strong in Scotland & Switzerland but capitalism didn’t develop until much later
· Marshall – Protestantism was only one of a number of factors
· Kautsky – capitalism came first
· Calvinists were social outcasts – wealth was only source of status
The ‘It Depends’ Approach
· Religion can both prevent change and force change dependent on circumstances
· Can promote 2 types of change:
· Radical
· Conservative
Dependent on Religion
Belief – emphasis on strong moral codes more likely to have members who are critical and challenge social injustice
Culture – change is easier through religion when it is central to the culture of society
Social Location – wide scope of influence when religion plays major role in political and economic life
Organisation – strong centralised source of authority have more chance of affecting events

Thompson
Outlined a range of factors affecting the relationship between religion and social change:
1. Charismatic Leaders
· Many charismatic leaders who have caused social change
· People are attracted to charismatic leaders, persuaded by them
· Charismatic religious leaders often provide a focus for content and a view of a better world (prominent in sects)
     Charisma has 3 key elements:
· Used to describe a range of people
· Often seen as dangerous
· Groups with such leaders are often short lived – charisma hard to maintain once the leader dies
2. Beliefs and Practices
· Distinction between this world and other worldly beliefs
· Other worldly beliefs stress powerlessness and inevitable miser – little motivation to change society e.g. Hinduism
· This worldly beliefs encourage individuals to change the world for God e.g. The Moonies
3. Relationship to Society
· Concerned with the extent to which the church is linked to the state
· Closer the links more likely the church will support the state and maintain the status quo
· Social change likely to be promoted by denominations and sects that are on the fringes of society and whose membership is primarily made up of the disadvantaged
4. Social status of religious membership
· Tendency for established churches to drawn their membership from upper status groups / sects attract less privileged
· Sectarian movements seen by members as a vehicle for the promotion of social change
The presence of alternative avenues to change:
· The absence of political avenues for achieving social change, religion may be the only organised institution available that can provide the organisational tools for achieving change
Organisational structure:
· A centralised priesthood and hierchay of paid officials often inhibit change
· Nelson – Sect like organisations encourage withdrawal from the world. Church like organisations encourage civil rights militancy
· Neo Marxists suggest strong churches can provide a vehicle for change in some parts of the world
Mcguire – Should not be ‘Does religion cause social change?’ But ‘when, how and under what circumstances?’
· Beliefs – Concerns with this world rather than the other world is more likely to enable change
· Culture – Cultures where religious belief plays a central part – more likely to play a role in causing or preventing social change
· Social Location – Where religion is intertwined with political process it can play a part of enabling change
· Internal Organisation – Religions with a strong internal organisation have more chance of affecting events
Religious organisations
 (
Sect
Small membership
Exclusive
Total commitment required
Some opposition to wider society – often marginal & deprived members
No professional clergy, only hierarchy is charismatic leader
Claims monopoly on truth 
)Typology:
Church
· Large membership
· Inclusive & easy to join
· ‘Involuntary membership’
· Bureauctric with rigid hierarchy
· Professional clergy
· Accepts wider society
· Claims monopoly on truth
· Close relationship to state + ecclesia
 (
Cult
Small membership
Individualistic
Mystical, emphasising inner power
Pragmatic
Informal
Short-lived
Often seen as a ‘problem’ by sociologists due to difficulty in categorising
)Denomination
· Large membership (not as much as churches)
and not as loyal
· Inclusive
· Bureaucratic with less complex hierarchy
· Professional clergy
· Accepts wider society
· Accepts religious diversity
· No claim to monopolise truth – see
themselves as possible route to truth
· Aren’t connected to state – involved in 
society and comment on current events
Relationships
· Churches are historically long-standing
· Sects tend to break away from churches – which they seen as lacking religious fervour
· Sects that survive CAN become denominations
· Cults tend to be fluid – members moving from to another
Cults
Bruce – ‘A cult is a loosely knit group organised around some common themes and interests but lacking any sharply defined and exclusive belief system’
· Individualistic
· Tolerate other belief systems
· Often have customers rather than members
Wallis
· Cults are regarded as deviant
· Do not claim monopoly over truth
· They are tolerant
· Emphasise the inner power of the individual
Stark & Bainbridge:
· Audience Cults: Least organised, contacts maintained via mass media (weak compensation)
· Client Cults: More organised and offer services (specific compensation)
· Cult Movement: More involvement of followers (general compensation)
Millenarian Movements – look to the apocalypse
· A type of NRM that claim members will achieve salvation through a cataclysmic event - Connected to apocalypticism: belief that divine forces will overthrow the existing social order
· Associated with deprived groups or areas where there has been radical social change
The example of Heaven’s Gate:
Doomsday Cult in mid 70s which required members to refrain from sex, drugs and alcohol. They believed that the earth was about to become recreated. They needed to leave their earthly bodies to get closer to heaven. When the comet passed close to earth the members committed suicide.
New Age Movements are Cultural
· Similar to cults & world-affirming movements. Often linked to an organisation but spread through a culture
· Heelas – New Age beliefs are dedicated to self spirituality
· Bruce – 3 themes of New Age Movements:
· New Science – rejects claims of science
· New Ecology – concerned for the environment
· New Psychology – the self as sacred
Appeal of New Age
· Appeal to those who have turned away from traditional religion. Modern society emphasises individidualism  which religion doesn’t provide while NAMs promote
· Helps cope with uncertainty of modernity – need for different roles & NAMs provide an identity
· Appeal to those MC in expressive professions
· They reflect cultural change in mainstream society. Mass communication gives awareness of different movements
· It is post-modernism. Society has choice and diversity where people can pick and mix between New Age philosophies to construct their identity
New Religious Movements
The wide range of small religious, spiritual or mystical groups that have sprung up since the 60s led to the use of contemporary classification of NRM. Not homogenous group, can be a number of groups:
· World-Rejecting – Cut themselves off from society = small membership & live in communities. Critical of wider society, often in conflict with state. They require total commitment and demand significant lifestyle changes. Developed a reputation of ‘brainwashing’ through charismatic leader especially from appeal of the young + hard to leave
· World-Affirming – Tolerant of other beliefs. Similar to self-help groups ‘unlocking spiritual power’ as world is one of opportunity. Seek wide membership and don’t require especially high levels of commitment able to live in normal world, but do often cost for training
· World Accommodating – Often come from traditional religions and exist in the margins of churches. Try to rediscover spiritual purity lost in traditional religions & stress the personal matter of religious belief and practice. Allow people to carry on with existing lifestyle.
Growth of NRMs
Many factors combine in the formation of a NRM – multi-causal. Intepretivist idea that they provide certainty in uncertain times:
· Marginality – Sects likely to arise within these groups. Help marginalised make sense of their situation and promise better life for compensation. 
· Weber – ‘theodicy of disprivilige’
· Wilson – War, economic collapse and natural disaster create marginalisation which is basis of sect development
· Relative Deprivation – Marginality alone doesn’t explain why white M/C groups join NRMs. Not absolutely deprived, might seem themselves as deprived in comparison to peers. They form breakaway sects
· Social change – Transformation of society can = anomie + uncertainty. Breakdown of community, breakaway from established church (secularisation), cultural diversity & extreme acts all generate uncertainty.
· Modernity – Threats to way of life, the breakdown of community, decline of the extended family, alienation in capitalism, bureaucracy + patriarchy. Crisis of identity or desire for career success and personal growth with emphasis on individuality
NRMs provide certainty in periods of uncertainty
However…
· Growth correlation with the decline in established churches – beliefs are not declining but changing
Melton: 
· Analysed the founding dates of non-conventional religious groups in the US
· Rapid growth in numbers occurred in the 50s – a time of stability
· Need for multi-causal explanation
NRMs provide certainty in periods of uncertainty
Explaining the rise in different types
World-rejecting movements:
Often have charismatic leaders with small membership. Members are required to reject the world and its ills and have over all material positions and live ascetic life. They often live in communities and are prone to media ‘brainwashing’
Wallis – the 60s
‘World-rejecting movements provided a more idealistic, spiritual and caring way of life, in the context of more personal and having social relationships’
· Growth in HE lengthened the transition period between childhood and adulthood + secularisation – a period of freedom
· Period of radicalism with alternative world views. People became disillusioned with this counter-culture and wanted concrete beliefs (Bruce – often the young)
World Affirming:
This world is one of opportunity where we can become better people. Often involve expensive training (links with Marxism). Members live in the normal world.
· Developed as a means of coping with a crisis of identity (often successful groups e.g. MC)
· Try to unlock human potential & solve people’s problems
· Bruce – a response to rationalisation of the modern world where satisfaction from work is hard
Explaining the rise of world-accommodating movements:
Stress the personal matter of religious belief and practice – exist in the margins of established churches. Members of such often live normal lives
Wallis
‘Developed as a means of coping with a sense of inadequacy among social groups which are, by the more obvious indicators among the world’s more successful and highly rewarded individuals’
· No clear explanation
· Those with a substantial stake in society, but who have reasons to be dissatisfied with existing religions
· Feeling of loss of real life
· Offer immediate gratification for those taking part
Bruce
‘‘Modern life is so fragmented that many people find it increasingly difficult to draw on their public roles for a satisfying and fulfilling sense of identity’
Sects
A small, voluntary, exclusive religious group, demanding total commitment from its followers and emphasising separateness from and rejection of society
Through dissent people would protest against religious rituals or wealth seeking to live out a more radical form of faith. Those who could not be contained within the church broke away to form a sect. Often challenged the state & church = met with repression  sects were small
· Originally from the upheavals of reformation in 16th C, most originated in 20th C though
Explanations for Growth
Social Change
· Wilson – Sects emerge during periods of rapid social change
· Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft
· Methodism was a response to the chaos and uncertainty of life in industrial society, providing support and promise of salvation
· Bruce – emergence due to modernisation and secularisation
· People turn to spiritual alternatives in period of diversity
Explanation for being short lived
Niebuhr
· Sects could not survive beyond a single generation
· Either disappear or denominationlisation
Why?
· Sect is voluntary. Children of the second generation do not choose to follow the sect as born into it. Therefore not followed with the same religious fervour
· Sects that rely on charismatic leaders disappear if dead or unable to hold together
· Ideologies can bring about change. If marginal group gain their deficits sects no longer cater for them
· Difficult to maintain extreme teaching and rejection of society
· What about the Amish?
Life Cycles
· Amish example of long lived sect
· It depends on the type of sect and the solution they put forward to being saved
Convertionist sect: likely to develop into a denomination
Adventist sects: Only full commitment to the sect will guarantee a place in new order. Sect is based on separation from society and therefore would not want to become tolerant and part of the status quo (denomination)
Internal Ideology and Relationship to Wider Society
Wallis – Evolution and length of a sect depends upon internal ideology and relationship to wider society – the more in tune with society (closer to denomination) are long lived
· Many change from one type of sect to another (rejecting to accommodating)
· Charismatic leaders may not maintain control – process of ‘routinisation of charisma’. Authority in small group of officials, but not sufficiently bureaucratic to be a denomination
However…
· Place church and sect on continuum with denomination at midpoint
Fundamentalism
The literal acceptance of a holy text and the belief that it can be used as a direct guide for everyday life
· Return to tradition in the fact of modernity – a counter response to internal secularisation
· Return to certainty in the face of relativism
· Return to community in the face of isolation
· Call for the sanctification of politics
· Belief in the immediate prospect of radical change
· Characterised by high levels of engagement and religious fervour
Fundamentalism provides certainty in uncertain times
Holden – ‘These movements offer hope, direction and certainty in an insecure, confusing and morally most world’
Christian Fundamentalism
· Particularly evident in USA
· See American society as in decline and in a state of moral crisis caused by liberal reforms (abortion, gay rights etc.) and have political campaigns against such
· More rural than urban ‘Bible Belt’
· E.g. New Christian Right oppose evolution on education – goes against Bible
· Promote views through mass media
· Some high profile followers e.g. George Bush
Islamic Fundamentalism
· Spreading across Muslim World
· Iran once a traditional country but quickly modernised
· Traditional Muslims upset by modernisation and want reform of inequality
· Associated with deprivation – refugee camps
· Triggered by Palestinian issues and fear of westoxifaction – big threat in LEDC’s
Both types grown in the last 30 years in response to modernising governments & globalisation
Religious Stratification
Class & Denominations
· Past had a clear-cut relationship between class and religious practice
· Upper and middle classes – most voluntary commitment
· Working class – least commitment (often forced)
· Now the relationship has become fragmented, still remains a clear class-basis though
· Middle classes – more likely to attend church than W/C
· Broadly based observations hide a number of clear class differences in types of denominations
· Participation in the CofE is M/C & more likely to vote Conservative
· Catholic church however attracts W/C
· Quakers are more likely to be M/C vs. Methodism (drawing upon its origins in the industrial Victorian Britain)
· Same occurs in US
Reasons
· Pattern can be explained by relationship between religious participation and status
· Amongst many reasons, piety can be seen as a desirable social characteristic
Class & Sects
· Wide variety of different sects = hard to draw conclusions on class
· Tend to attract either / or class membership due to their focus on specific areas on concern compared to denominations
· Black Muslims in US draw membership predominantly from the W/C because:
· Sect leadership is antagonistic to the white bourgeoisie
· M/C  blacks have done well economically – less likely to be attracted to sects critical of the economic structure
· Moonies however attract young MC
· Philosophy requires poverty – MC more likely to renounce their lifestyle than WC who haven’t experienced a comfortable lifestyle
· Class composition of new age cults are overwhelmingly MC
· Bruce – ‘More concerned with finding food, heat and light to be overly troubled by their inner lights’
· ‘University middle classes working in expressive professions have an articulate interest in human potential’
Age & Denominations
· Those under 15 and over 65 in western society more likely to be involved in religious organisations than young adults
Up to 15:
· Influence of parents is essential – ever growing secularisation
· Church attendance is more social activities e.g. playgroup rather than long lasting commitment
45 – 65
· Greatest participation
· Drop off after 65 explained though physical mobility rather than religious belief
· 65+ are the religiously committed in our society
Age & Sects
Sects appeal mostly to the younger than denominations:
· Young adults more likely to be economically active than the retired (giving income to sect is important)
· Less likely to have social responsibilities e.g. marriage, house
· Less likely to have firm social ties that make religious commitments more difficult
· Anomie – young adults more likely to need the friendship of sects from moving out
Age & Cults
· Same as sects, young more attracted
· More likely to be involved in counter-culture = more attracted to fringe culture
· Same anomie argument
· Cults offering release in ‘inner spirituality’ offer opportunity for success in work and relationships (less common in young)
Gender
· Miller & Hoffman – women more likely to express interest in religion, have personal commitment & attend church
· Often fuels the feminists debate
Explanations:
· Differential Socialisation – females taught to be submissive, obedient & nurturing
· Differential Roles – greater need for religious as a source of identity and commitment
· Ethical Deprivation – Moral conservatism
Denominations
· Religious practice shows clear gender differences. True across all forms of religious organisations
· 2/3 of church goers are women
· No overall pattern of male / female attendance due to differences between denominations
· Protestant – 50 / 50
· Christian Scientists – 20 / 80
Both age and social factors affect level of religious activity within and between gender groups
Commitment of non-working females under 25
· While women are more likely to be involved in religious organisations. In hierarchical terms, men dominate the most significant positions
· This holds true across all major religions
Nature of religious Imagery
· In most religions women portrayed in traditional characteristics
· Virgin Mary – although powerful figure, it is ideological rather than political
· Virtues of purity, chastity, motherhood etc. are personified through her as ideals for womanhood
· Genesis 3 shows the image of women as manipulative and evil
· Morgan – ‘Woman was not only an afterthought, but an amenity. The bible explained her inferiority for even as a copy she was not a very good one.’
· Giddens – ‘Like Christianity, Buddhism is an overwhelmingly male-created institution dominated by a patriarchal power structure in which the feminine is most closely associated with the secular, powerless, profane and imperfect
Nature of Religious Organisation
· Very marked inequality between genders in terms of positions of power and authority
· Some sects allow ‘preach & teach’, most give them minor roles
In relation to Christianity
· 1994 saw the CofE ordain women as priests was a significant development
· Decision not taken lightly and lead to great deal of conflict. A threatened schism didn’t develop but there have been instances of conversion to Catholicism
· CofE been more liberal regarding women, Catholics resisted pressure to ordain women – to do so would be blasphemous (12 disciples)
Gender & Sects
· Women within a variety of sects don’t feature highly hierarchically
· The diversity of sects makes it difficult to generalise
· Women are more likely to take part in all types of religious organisations – no reason to believe sect membership doesn’t conform
Gender & Cults
· Difficult to estimate the numbers involved with New Age cults – hard to determine ratio
· Seems however, women more involved in NA than men (Bruce – 2:1)
Glock & Stark:
· Social Deprivation – Lack of power, prestige & status
· Organismic Deprivation – physical and mental problems
· Ethical Deprivation – Moral conservatism

· Cult activity involves individual & privatised versions of religious activity emphasising self improvement
· Even when communal notions addressed, solutions offered are couched in personal terms
· Private sphere of cult activity relates to traditional forms of gender roles for women
· New Age philosophy portrays nature as feminine vs. modern male technological world
· Role of women seen in terms of their ‘essential femininity’
· Thus women in NACs have higher status than men – explains high female involvement
· Appeal far more to M/C women than W/C
· M/C – involved in non-manual work dominated by men compared to W/C
· This world is potentially powerful (exercising of power)
· M/C women although involved, largely excluded from it with no power
· Membership of NAMs act as a balance to this male-dominated world:
· Offers women the possibility of empowerment through exploitation of their natural superiority
· Allows them to continue participating in their social world (cults regularly demand withdrawal from secular world)
Ethnicity & Religion
Some ethnic cultures are considerably more religious because:
· Recent immigration from cultures that stress on religious participation
· Closer family structures = greater pressure to conform to dominant religious norms
· Social functions performed by religious practice can unite immigrants in a new country
· Through practicing a shared set of beliefs, cultural identities can be maintained
· Protestant communities in NI share same pattern of observance and association characterised by immigrant groups
· Celebration of the battle of Boyne is indicative of the way in which NI protestants see themselves in cultural terms
3 phases of cultural integration by immigrants in UK
1. Arrival phase – religious observance is difficult as required structures not in place
2. Orthodox phase – flowering communal religious activity is created
3. Assimilation phase – orthodox practices and beliefs are exposed (especially to the young) to wider cultural influences. This emphasises religious pluralism through individual interpretations within own religions

· Hostility from dominant culture can result in a strengthening of sub-cultural norms and values for self-protection. Identities based less upon region and more on religion for generations of immigrants traditions of families origin may have little meaning
· Pentecostal sects attract recent immigrants – especially Afro-Caribbean
· Fits with Bruce’s theory of cultural transition: sect membership eases the transfer into an alien society and combat racism
· Religious rules can conflict with UK laws
Secularisation

A process whereby religious thinking, practice and institutions lose social significance brought around by a modern, urban and industrial society
Three basic measures:
· Degree of church membership
· Degree of social prestige, influence and wealth of the organisation
· Degree of religiosity in society
Religion being replaced with science
Comte
· Sociology should be scientific, it represents the final stage in the development of human thought
Three stages:
· Theological – thought dominated by religion
· Metaphysical – dominated by philosophy and speculation
· Positive – period dominated by science which results in secularisation for explanations don’t rely on religion
Weber
· The modern industrial age is one technology, bureaucracy, rationality and science
· Bureaucracy comes to replace spiritual and emotional. Rationalisation sweeps away tradition and order
· ‘Iron cage of bureaucracy’ – we live in a disenchanted world
· We lose out because of this process
Contemporary Arguments
Wilson
· Religion has been replaced by science. As a result such practices and thought decline in western societies
· Rationalisation occurs as a result of modernisation
· Religious ideas are no longer the guide to life and religious practices no longer take up time of individuals
Herberg
· Although USA has higher church rates it doesn’t actually mean more religious
· Attendance figures don’t tell us why some attend and others don’t
· Attendance is indication of commitment to a wider community not religion
· Social and community duty rather than religiosity explains high attendance
Bruce
‘Secularisation is a central characteristic of modern industrial society’
Pluralism – diversity of beliefs creates choice
Rationalisation – growth of science stresses objective causal explanations of phenomena
Social differentiation – functions of religion move elsewhere in society, doesn’t fulfil previous functions

· Does acknowledge that religion may still be significant in some areas
· As cultural defence in NI
· Periods of cultural transition
· Existence of sects & cults: however, don’t make up for lost numbers and numbers joining doesn’t = those leaving churches
Berger
Secularisation has 3 dimensions:
Social structural – in the west churches lost functions which are now performed by secular agencies
Cultural – religious content of art, philosophy, and music and lit has declined
Individual Consciousness – fewer thinking in religious modes

Martin - The key problem is that term secularisation is vague to the extent of being meaningless

Bella & Luckman
· Religion continues to have meaning for individuals
· Attendance at religious ceremonies is in decline, private religious belief still continues
· We romanticise the past: attendance may have been high if forced to attend

Bellah & Glock

· Mistake to consider secularisation in terms of attendance
· Instead a process of individuation has occurred
· Individuals free to search for own religious & spiritual meanings outside of church attendance

Stark & Bainbridge – religions acts as compensator, fills basic human needs, therefore can’t die out (links with functionalism)

Why a debate?

· Difficulties in defining religion: no clear agreement about what religion is. Glock & Stark – cannot measure significant of religion as no agreed definition
· Difficulties in defining secularisation: some theorists reduce secularisation to de-Christianisation
· Measure secularisation: problems measuring participation & belief in God
· Surveys show high levels of religiosity have a methodological criticism of saying ‘yes’
· 19th C stats not collected in same way as 20th C
· Different religious groups measure membership in different ways
· People can be religious and not attend church
· High levels of religious participation may be due to large numbers of % of groups in certain locations
· Historical disagreement – advocates of secularisation thesis accused of seeing religion in terms of ‘golden-age’. Some individuals in pre-industrial may have been just as sceptical, the idea of secularisation could be oversimplified and ignorant of complex historical forces
· International comparisons – how do we explain dominance in US? Is US in a perma state of cultural transition or cultural defence as Bruce says? Herberg – characterised by ‘prevails secularism amid mounting religiosity’ to be agnostic or atheist is to be deviant. Religion creates identity, meaning and belonging in US. Shinto religion credited for supporting economic miracle

New Voluntarism

· Significance of religion in US + growth of NRMs & NAMs suggests new degree of spirituality and decline of confidence in science, a new paradigm in soc of religion has emerged ‘New voluntarism’
· Secularisation thesis is ethnocentric, empirically unsafe and intellectually bankrupt
‘People have the choice to reject, convert or return to faith. Religious affiliation is chosen not ascribed’


Globalisation 
Beyer – Globalisation has 3 impacts on religion:
Marginalisation – Religion has been pushed out of politics and public life into the private sphere
Particularism – Religion used by groups threatened by globalisation. Use it to express a sense of identity through mix of fundamentalism & nationalism
