[bookmark: _GoBack]How far do you agree that the establishment of Stalin in power was the most important turning point in the development of the Russian government in the period from 1855-1956.

During Stalin’s establishment of power, many changes were made in terms of how the Russian government developed and how it ran the country. Although Stalin’s establishment of power impacted the government to an extent of calling it a turning point, there are however past events which are also considered turning points in shaping the government.

Stalin’s impact on the government can often be argued by many to have caused a significant transformation in the development of the government. With Stalin’s influence, he brought about profound changes that impacted society, the economy and agriculture. Stalin’s establishment of power saw the Russian government uphold an extremely repressive and controlling stance against anyone that opposed Stalin’s ideas. Many events after Stalin’s establishment of power can be seen as the consequence of the direction the developing government was taking. For instance, the implementation of Collectivisation on agriculture was a result of Stalin believing that surplus grain could be sold to foreign countries in order to fund the industrial growth in the USSR. This therefore shows that Stalin’s impact on government was an important turning point as it changed the way Russia would be governed in the next few decades. In comparison, the setting up of the provisional government can be argued to be a more significant turning point. It is important to note that not only did the creation of Kerensky’s government mark a beginning of reform as everyone assumed, but it also marked the end of autocracy as everyone assumed. However, the weakness of the Provisional government due to its indecisiveness gave Lenin and the Bolsheviks a reason to take advantage and exploit this weakness, resulting in the government being overthrown. In a view, the provisional government’s weakness can be seen as a turning point in the sense that it helped the Bolsheviks and their Marxist ideologies take control of the situation in 1917, therefore consequently allowing Stalin to establish his power later on. In further comparing Stalin’s impact on government to the introduction of the Zemstva, the creation of this new body by Alexander II can be seen as an important turning point as it showed that the Russian government was perhaps developing to be more liberal minded by giving representation to peasants, townspeople and the gentry. This turning point is significant due to how it gave people of Russia a hint of how reform worked and felt. This in turn changed the attitudes of many in the following years.

In examining Stalin’s establishment of power within the Russian government, it is important to look at the aspect of how this affected the role of the people within the USSR. As an individual, Stalin was seen by many to be extremely paranoid in terms of the fear for his life and the fear for his position as General Secretary to be overthrown. Stalin’s infamous purges were a result of his paranoid attitude which in turn affected the people. Although many enjoyed positions within the government, there were many who feared that being promoted in the ‘Nomanklatura’ showed a potential risk of being purged by Stalin due to how he saw a position with more power posed a bigger risk to himself. This therefore decreased the roles of people within the government due to their fears of being deported or executed. In effect, Stalin’s impact on government can again be seen as a major turning point as it perhaps caused those in government positions to be indecisive in making decisions. In contrast, with the introduction of the October Manifesto due to revolutionary demand for reform, many people saw opportunities to play a part within the government by being able to join the state dumas. This shows that not only did Nicholas’s manifesto grant many people a roles as part of the government, but it also showed that the government was forcibly shaped by the people to become more reform minded. Therefore the October Manifesto marks an important turning point to how the people’s voices can force government to make concessions. In comparing Stalin’s impact on government to the establishment of the Zemstva in terms of affecting the roles of people, the creation of the Zemstva shows to be more significant in providing people in the localities with administrative roles. This in turn gave more people responsibilities of certain aspects of society. IT therefore can be seen that the creation of the Zemstva is a more substantial turning point in increasing the role of the people in government. However, in terms of developing government, Stalin still made a bigger impact as compared to a body with limited powers.

In considering the effects of Stalin’s influence to the development of the Russian government, it can be certainly viewed that opposition to the government at this point decreased drastically. This is again caused due to Stalin’s authoritarian stance. His purges effectively destroyed any potential opponents that could have weakened or defaced his position. Stalin’s creation of his cult of personality and the NKVD further made him seem Godlike and highly intimidating. Therefore this factor can be viewed as an important turning point as it marked the beginning of a repressive regime. In a similar way, both the establishment of the Zemstva and the introduction of the October Manifesto decreased opposition to the government but in less brutal and repressive ways. The introduction of basic civil rights and a duma can be argued to show that the Russian government believed that the only way to develop was to make concessions to the people. Although the October Manifesto did evidently decreased opposition, as the events that followed showed how opposition eventually overthrew the tsarist regime. Therefore the October Manifesto can be seen as a temporary measure to stabilise and decrease opposition to the government. Similarly, the introduction of the provisional government gave people hope for change and kept them content in the short term. However, again due to their weakness, it consequently led to the government being overthrown. Although these turning points did decrease opposition, Stalin’s establishment of power saw the decrease of opposition and stability in Russian government in the long term due to his aggressive stance.

With the implementation of Stalin’s policy on the government, in a way, he made the government more successful in terms of establishing ultimate authority and eradicating opposition to the Communists. This turning point is significant because of the evident change in direction the government took under Stalin. Although his policy of collectivisation did evidently bring about   industrial growth, it however also brought about mass famine in the USSR, especially Ukraine. In a way, the government was successful in the economic sense but was highly unsuccessful in the social sense. As compared to Stalin, the October Manifesto introduced by Nicholas II can be viewed as successful in the short term only due to how Nicholas went back on what he said later on. The creation of the Zemstva by Alexander II on the other hand, was seen as a successful policy as it gave people more rights and shaped the people to be reform minded. Similar to the October Manifesto, the establishment of the Provisional government initially seemed like a real hope for the people, but due to their empty promises and their decision of continuing an unpopular war, they were soon to meet the same fate of being overthrown. 

To conclude, Stalin’s establishment of power within the Russian government can be seen as the most significant turning point due to the fact that the most changed were made in terms of the Russian government developing. As compared to the other turning points, Stalin’s establishment of power affected the long term as compared to the October Manifesto and the setting up of the provisional government. The policies that were implemented were successful in decreasing Stalin’s opponents and in developing the industry to an immense scale. However, as compared to the October Manifesto and the creation of the Zemstva, Stalin’s government were unsuccessful in the social sense as they failed to grant people with fundamental civil rights.
