"The effectiveness of responses used by different groups of people to cope with tectonic hazards is influenced by a range of factors." Discuss.

Introduction
Tectonic hazards pose significant challenges to the human race. A tectonic hazard is defined as ‘a potentially damaging geo-physical event which may cause loss of life, injury, property damage, economic or social disruption and environmental degradation’ (UNISDR, 2009). Tectonic hazards are present in the form of earthquakes, volcanoes or tsunamis and are ‘the result of movement or deformation of the earth’s crust’ (Dunn et al, 2009). 
A response in the context of coping with tectonic hazards is defined as ‘the way in which people respond to a problem or change’ (Adam and Holmes, 2009) The Spectrum of Response (Figure 1) is a useful way of classifying the ways in which people respond to a tectonic hazard.

Figure 1: Spectrum of Response classification
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The heading ‘Adjust’ can be split into three sub sections. These are: Modify the loss, Modify the event and Modify the vulnerability. Responses can occur prior to, during and post disaster and can be classified as both short term and long term responses. These varying headings or response approaches can also be related to Parks Model (Figure 2). 
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Park’s model is useful in helping to plan the kinds of response need at different stages of tectonic disaster or event. Used appropriately the model can help to deepen understanding of varying responses and the fact the some places are better able to respond than others to tectonic hazards.
‘Different groups of people’ refer to the fact that a range of players are involved in coping with tectonic hazards. These include individuals and communities such as the Aeta Tribe of the Philippines, NGO’s (Non-government organisations) such as the Red Cross, International organisations such as the UN and national/local governments of a nation. 
This report will discuss whether a range of factors affect how effective responses are when used by different groups of people to cope with tectonic hazards or whether individual factors alone influence the effectiveness of responses. Looking at factors such as how the nature of the hazard affects the effectiveness of the response, the Magnitude and frequency of the event, the level of development and response time in conjunction with a wide variety of contrasting case studies including the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake and tsunami, the 2011 Sendai earthquake and tsunami, the 2010 Haiti earthquake, the 2011 Christchurch earthquake, the 1995-1997 Soufriere Hills eruption and the 2010 Eyjafjallajökull eruption will be essential in ensuring that this report is not narrow and underdeveloped.

