Unit 4 Enquiries into HSC

Examined Unit

The following advice is based on previous papers having the same four questions and in anticipation that part B released on the 23/11/20 will also follow this pattern.

Question 1
Question 1 is about understanding the research methods used (whatever they maybe) in the research article (pre-release), and the validity and reliability of the results of the research.
Therefore you need to be prepared to answer the following:

- How have the quantitative or qualitative research methods been used to gather data to find out about the issue? Previous issues have been Dementia Care, Childhood Obesity, Migraines and Loneliness in the Elderly
- What research methods have been used in the research?
- How suitable are the research methods used in the research? This requires you to know advantages and disadvantages of methods but related specifically to the research article.
- You need to demonstrate a thorough understanding of how the results of the research have been gathered.
- How reliable are the results of the research methods used in this research?
- How valid are the research methods used in this research?
- You need to draw a conclusion on the reliability and validity of the data collected and the suitability of the research methods used. 15 marks

Question 2
Question 2 is about understanding the importance of the issue being researched, why the research is being carried out, and how the article and your own secondary research reinforces the importance of the issue.
Therefore you need to be prepared to answer the following:
- Why is it important to carry out research into the particular issue in the article you have chosen?
- Why has the research been carried out? Is it to help identify issues that may help reduce inequalities? What impact has the research had on different individuals in society? What benefits does the research have in relation to health or social care?
- Can you reach a conclusion about the issue's importance by providing one or two relevant examples from the text?
- How does your secondary research support the conclusions drawn in your chosen article? What evidence can you use from your research to demonstrate the importance of the issue?
- How does the research that you have conducted support the findings from the original article? Clearly demonstrate the link between the original research and your own research.
- What evidence have you found in your research that shows an impact on different individuals in society? Have you found any evidence to show benefits to health or social care practice? Clearly make links to the original research to show the relationship and importance of the issue.
Use references to data/information/sources to support your claims. 
These can be included in your notes. 15 marks

Question 3
Question 3 is all about the research implication for effects on provision and/or practice, recommendations for change within Health and/or Social Care services, using your secondary research findings.
Therefore you need to be prepared to answer the following:
- What is the current provision or practice in relation to this issue? FIND OUT! You need to consider the implications of the research on future provision or practice, therefore you need to know what current practice looks like. 
- You need to explain and consider what implications this research has for the provision of health services for people with or experiencing
• Refer to the original article and your own secondary research and the data within them.
This analysis could be on society as a whole in relation to services or a specific group of individuals.
- You will have to offer recommendations for change in response to the article and your own research findings in relation to service practice and provision. In light of the research what should happen now? How could services be changed or improved?
Have you considered things such as training for social care practitioners, more accessibility to support services or Government strategies? You MUST demonstrate understanding of the impact the research could have on the sector. Use evidence from your own research and the original article to explain why you have suggested specific changes. 20 marks

Question 4
Question 4 is all about planning and ethical consideration for further research into the issue. You are expected to give rationalised suggestions of research methods that could be used to carry out the research required in the case study, you also need to justify the reasons behind your choices to show effectiveness/suitability of the methods.

Therefore you need to be prepared to answer the following:
- You need to consider what you would need to do if you were to carry out further research into the issue given to you in the case study. This activity is not intended as an exercise to write everything that you know about research. 
You should consider the  research methodologies, ethical considerations, planning and research skills that would be required to carry out the research proposed in the case study.

Things to include as part of your consideration into planning a research project are;
Clear planning considerations to include sample, control group, research method, need for hypothesis, reliability, validity and representativeness.
- Explain how you would select the sample because this aspect influences what information can be obtained and the quality of the data collected. A huge sample does not necessarily equate to better results and therefore suggesting sample sizes of over two hundred may not be beneficial to the research in question.
- What ethical considerations would there be in relation to the case study? This must also be done with specific reference to the case study and not general points. Discuss any potential problems that could arise.
-Give clear reasons for your possible choices of methodology because it is in an important factor when determining the value of the results and the quality of the research conducted. You need to justify your research methods in relation to the case study, clearly explaining your choices.
- Include some explanation on reliability and validity that links directly to the case study. How would you measure these in your research? What research skills would you need to be able to carry out the research identified?

Below is an example of Question 4 to help you understand what is required

Natasha works in the social care sector. She is responsible for commissioning services to support older people. She wants to carry out research to discover ways to avoid older people becoming isolated from society.
She intends to carry out focus groups with 50 older adults living within the local authority. Family members will also be given questionnaires to gather their opinions about the individuals' daily routines and habits.
What should Natasha consider when undertaking this research?

You should include judgements on:
• planning considerations
• ethical issues
• research methodologies that could be used
• research skills required to explore the issue.
The case study you will be given will link to the original article. 15 marks

You are allowed notes to take in with you. You can have any information on your notes that is not an analysis or an evaluation.
Advantages and disadvantages, ethical considerations to remember, and your research references and quotes you wish to use are all fine. These WILL be checked and signed by the EO before entry to the exam.
