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Group displays at sports events: A01
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Evolutionary theory is used to explain group displays of aggression at a range of sports, but a strong focus has been on football matches. Natural selection favours those genes that cause humans to be altruistic towards members of their own group, but intolerant towards outsiders (we tend to protect members of our group to ensure their survival and successful continuation of their genes). In order to protect our own group it is beneficial to display your connection to the group, for example football fans wear scarves and wave flags.


In addition, by being wary of strangers (called Xenophobia), this enabled our ancestors to avoid potential attack. It is therefore adaptive to exaggerate negative stereotypes about outsiders and show their resentment for them, for example, football fans resenting each other for supporting opposite teams.


Many football clubs have ‘firms’ associated with them; these are highly organised groups that meet up with rival football clubs to fight away from the football ground. The idea of a firm is suggestive of favouring members of the same team and resenting outsiders. 

Podaliri and Balestri 1998: A02
· They support the idea of Xenophobia in their analysis of this behaviour in Italian football crowds and the level of violence.

· The chants and banter were not only openly xenophobia, but additionally strengthened the cultural identity of the supporters by stressing the differences between the teams.

· This is supportive of the idea that we ‘protect’ members of our own group but also show a wariness of outsiders, as the explanation of group aggression in sports events suggests.

Football more prone to aggression: A02

· The theory cannot explain why football is more prone to hooliganism and aggression that any other sport.
· This means the evolutionary explanation of group displays of aggression in sports fails to explain why it is that fans of athletics, swimming etc. don’t wear clothes and wave flags to represent who they’re supporting or don’t show the same levels of aggression.
· This suggests that other social factors must explain why some sports are associated with aggression more than others; therefore the theory is ignoring vital influences.
Alternative Approach/Deterministic: A02

· Another problem with this explanation is that it can be better explained by the biological approach.
· This is because higher levels of testosterone in men could account for their higher level of aggression and competitiveness in such environments.
· It also ignores the influence of aggressive role models at the events who are observed by others and imitated, suggesting the behavioural approach (SLT).
Furthermore…

· This theory also implies that aggression at football matches is instinctive, suggesting that being aggressive in such environments is out of our conscious control and therefore deterministic.
· It ignores the idea that a person can watch others behave aggressively at sport events but choose not to participate.

· This theory therefore implies people can’t help being aggressive at sport events and suggest that they cannot be held responsible for their actions in this environment, having socially sensitive implications for society.

Explanations of Group Displays in Humans…








