Settings in To Kill A Mockingbird

In her novel, Harper Lee describes Maycomb County, a small, tired area in Alabama. There is little doubt that
Harper Lee drew aspects of her hometown, Monroeville, Alabama, where she grew up. However, on a greater
scale, Maycomb County is a microcosm of the Deep South of America. It is emblematic of the prejudice, racial

injustice, narrow-mindedness, and Great Depression devastation that was present under the Jim Crow era.
Moreover, the sheer injustices faced by the black community is made evident through Lee’s mockery of the
Maycomb jail. In addition, themes of brutality and filthiness associated with the Ewell family are contrasted
with the ideas of pride and dignity related to the black community, demonstrating the stupidity of the class
structure.

The reader is first introduced to life in Maycomb through the use of the guotation
“Maycomb was an old town, bat it was a tired old town when | ﬁrst}pew it". Through the use of the
adjective ‘tired’, the repetition of the adjective ‘old’ and the personification of Maycomb, the reader
is made aware of the age gap between Scout and the many older inhabitants of Maycomb,
highlighting the old, ingrained “attitudes the majority of the community possess. Symbolism is
apparent within the quotation “black dogs suffered on a summer's day”, with Lees use of the
negative verb ‘suffered’ and metaphor for African-Americans highlighting the injustices many
experienced in the Maycomb community due to segregation imposed by Jim Crow Laws. The Jim

ow Laws served to legally and socially restrict African-Americans from voting poll tax (too
Apensive), literacy tests (too difficult) and intimidation and were a maijor factor in the Great
Migration during the early part of the 20" century as opportunities were so limited in the South that
African-Americans moved in great numbers to northern cities to seek a better life. Prejudice

‘ however, is particularly apparent within the significant quotation “but around here once you have a
~“drop of Negro blood, that makes you all black”, with Lee's use of a declarative and@@which
creates a sense of finality, therefore reflecting on Maycomb’s ignorance towards tolerance)

.~ highlighting how extreme and fundamental prejudice is within Maycomb life. Within chapter 17
however, the reader is informed that even the Ewells “lived as guests of the county”, highlighting

how thegelf and \gther dichotomy extends beyond African-Americans, further intensifying the

g significance of prejudice. 7

A claustrophobic atmosphere is achieved through Lee’s use of heat imagery such as the

adjective ‘sweltering’, which presents the heat of Maycomb as almost oppressive. Nevertheless,

“men’s stiff collars wilted by nine in the morning”, stressing to the reader how appearances, due to

.u// pride and honour, are considerably important to the Maycomb society. A sheer contrast between

the lives of males and females of Maycomb is achieved through the quotation “Ladies bathed before

:.4: F’- noon ... by nightfall were I‘i’l‘c_g\s_gjt_\t/e_ggk,_e\_s_!vith rostings of sweat and sweet talcum”. Lee’s use of
Lwade  the simile emphasises the luxuries upper class women (the Southern Belle) often experienced, as

/r\-.u\mhc
lines -

apparent within the character of Aunt Alexandra, a dictatorial and ignorant figure, who continuously bt
‘ attempts to impose her stereotypical values onto her family. Epitomising southern gender
\,: stereotypes, the dainty women were significantly pampered, protected from the realities of
*‘\-‘f—’"’ —3, everyday life and were fairly-moneyed, therefore at contrast to the lives of the majority of Maycomb
& N inhabitants, such as Mnghams, who were suffering as a result of the Wall Street Crash and
e the Great Depression. Both professional and farmers lost jobs, marriages broke down, birth rates fell
- and poverty becam}am)ajt;r issue. The effects Wall Street Crash are presented through Lee’s

use of ‘Hoover carts’, a symbol of the Great Depression and similarly within the significant quotation

¢ T\ “there was no hurry, for there was nowhere to go, nothing to buy and no money to buy it with,
‘%‘&hothing ‘/to»(e"e outside the boundaries-of Maycomb County”. Thraugh the use of the anaphora of
“‘nothing’, Lee not only catalogues and reinforces the negative realities of Maycomb life, but also
captures a sense of claustrophobia through the use of the noy/ﬁoundaries', highlighting
Maycomb’s insular community. In addition to this, Lee’s use of listing drags out time and therefore
similarly coheres with the town’s tired atmosphere. The vast effects of the Great Depression
however, are considerably apparent within the description of the E home: “lived behind the
town garbage dump in what was once a Negro cabin”, a declarative which exposes how physically

~



deprived the Ewells are in Maycomb County. Through the use of listing (“all tipped with rusty

hammer-heads, snuggle-toothed rake heads, shovels, axes and grubbing hoes, held oh with piecef)f/

barbed wire’é}theadjective ‘irregular’ and the adverb ‘uneasily’, Lee creates a haphazard effect and

‘{\N'\x introduces (military)imagery to capture a sense of claustro;:wa, highlighting how deeply trapped

B

and isolated the Ewells have become as a result of their“poverty. Disease imagery is further
incorporated by Lee to reinforce “Maycomb’s usual disease”, which continues to spre?}due to the
town’s homogenous tribal mentality, “resulting in prejudice becoming normality.” The town’s
homogenous identity is particularly captured within the quotations “Thus the dicta No Crawford
Minds His Own Business, Every Third Merriweather Is Morbid, The Truth Is Not in the Delafields, All
the Bufords Walk Like That, were simply guides to daily living” and “Everybody in Maycomb, it
seemed, had a Streak: a Drinking Streak, a Gambling Streak, a Mean Streak, a Funny Streak” ,with

¢

Lee’s use of cataloguing and proper nouns highlighting the extent of the town’s stereotypes and try

significance of a caste system within Maycomb life.

/ Maycomb’s inward looking nature is further achieved through the use of verbs such as

shuffled’ and “ambled’, emphasising how life in Maycomb lacks enthusiasm and optimism. The town

appears to be a time vacuum, clinging onto old systems and is therefore prevented from
modernising and developing. Fear of change and the unknown are particularly captured within
“Maycomb County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself’, a quotation
from the inauguration speech of Roosevelt in 1933, therefore highlighting how the prejudice in
Maycomb has arisen due to the ignorance of its inhabitants.

Lee further presents life in Maycomb County through the use of contrast.between Miss
Maudie Atkinson and the foot-washing Baptists, to expose the religious hypocrisy apparent within
Maycomb: “who’re so busy worrying about the next world they’ve never learned to live in this one”.

‘/Ihis significant quotation offers a critique at the fundamentalist foot-washing Baptists, highlighting

how extremism has led to prejudice and immoral acts such as lynching, which flagrantly defy
religion. Hypocrisy is further apparent within “Don’t have any picture-shows here, except Jesus ones

~”"in the courthouse sometimes”, as although the courthouse appears to be morally fair and just, in

ality, despite its elaborate architecture consisting of ‘ecclesiastical windows’ and flying
buttresses’, the courthouse is ineffective, unfair and deeply immoral. A key example of this
corruption is seen in ‘The Scottsboro Trial’ in March 1931, which involved nine black teenagers who
were accused of raping two white women. The case was first held in Alabama with three rushed
trials, where the defendants received poor legal representation. With an all-white jury and lack of a
fair trial, the majority of the teenagers were convicted of rape, therefore highlighting the sheer
prejudice the justice system possessed. Hohaerk Link .
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FOCUS KEY IDEAS CONTEXT EVIDENCE ANALYSIS
The inequality and partiality within the legal system is further demonstrated in the description of
Maycomb Jail.
Reflects themes of insanity and
. madness, reminding us of the

The madness is a ‘e . “ ,

. miniature Gothic | metaphor about “Maycomb’s
reflection of when s . ” Lo

. joke usual disease”, prejudice,
Bryant and Milam were . . . .
. like something infecting the legal system.
not allowed to be retried . . . o "
. Cousin Joshua Lexical choices like “fantasy
for the Emmett Till case . " ” .
might have and “facade” continue to
due to the double . ” - R
‘eopardy laws designed highlight the pretence of justice
Jeopardy ’ and the key theme of
appearance versus reality.
Emmett Till, the 14 year
Jail old black boy who was

kidnapped, beaten and
shot in the head for
reportedly flirting with a
white cashier, Carolyn
Bryant, at a grocery
store in 1955. Even with
it so blatantly obvious,
the two men were set
free with a 67 minute
trial never once taking
the stand.

“someone’s dream”

This reference to the American
dream suggesting that one day
we can achieve equality, is very
ironic considering the past
history of cases. One of the
most notorious cases was that
of.....

M.E. Church.

Moreover, the racial injustices towards the black community are hi

ghlighted when Scout and Jem visit the First Purchase

Setting of the
church

Even after 13t
Amendment - 31%
January 1865 - freeing all
slaves in the Southern
states

“paid for by the
first earnings of the
freed slaves”

Shows us that slavery still
resonates deeply within South,
also shows us the importance
of religion to the black
community from urgent
purchase of land for church in
contrast to Maycomb’s
principal recreation. The
juxtaposing views of church
make the black ppl, in a moral
perspective, higher.

again, a legalised
consequence of the Jim
Crow laws which
mandated the
segregation of public
places

“southern town
limits”

Emphasises segregation and
marginalisation, potentially
brings up ideas of religion
failing community because
there is still prejudice and
segregation exists.

“Negroes
worshipped in it on
Sundays and white
men gambled in it

on weekdays”

Shows inherent lack of respect
for the black community’s
property but also forces us to
guestion their morality, since
gambling itself was sinful and
decidedly so in a church. We, of
course understand though, that
they would never do this in
their church. It aligns itself to
the fact that this is on the
margins of Maycomb.




The segregation within religion has led to this thought being deeply engrained within both communities:

Segregation

The Plessey v Ferguson
case of 1896, for
example, was a case that
helped cement the
foundation for the
doctrine of ‘separate but
equal’, essentially
legalising segregation of
public facilities.

“they got their
church and we got
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ourn

The juxtaposition between the
first person pl personal
pronoun and the third person
“” demonstrate how forcefully
segregation has been rooted.

“it’s the same God,
ain't it”

The incongruity of Cal’s
response highlights the
stupidity of segregation.

Later on, in this episode, the children admire the

resourcefulness of the

“un

black community, as “” ...

Lack of education/
resourcefulness

Jubilee Hymn: about
crossing river of death
with the rewards of
heaven afterwards

“a hundred voices
sang”
“simple harmony”

Suffering of prejudice now to
get to heaven, makes reader
feel sympathetic for community
as they are hoping for joy after
death even though it is not
certain it will come

Quantifier “hundred”: shows us
unity of community paired with
the noun “harmony” depicting
beauty and peace if desegre-
gate.

In addition, Harper Lee gives us further insight to their lives throug

h the depiction of their

homes:

Presentation of
black community in
contrast to the
Ewells

Self/Other dynamic

“warm bittersweet
smell of clean
Negro”

“filthiest human |
had ever seen”

“their cabins looked
neat and snug”

“like the playhouse
of an insane child”

Described as clean and
respectful in contrast to Burris
who is feral and unclean
Described as homely and
comforting in contrast to Ewells
Lee does this to deliberately
make the reader think about
the stereotypes of blackness

“his skin was white”

Here, Lee is trying to illustrate
the flaws of the social
hierarchy. Although, in
comparison, they are
significantly less respectful, the
colour of their skin gives them
huge advantages.

To conclude, it is evident that throughout the novel Lee has used many techniques to highlight the
insularity of the Maycomb community, which has resulted in prejudice, racism, and segregation. Themes
of ignorance and insanity are apparent, exposing the corrupt nature of the country’s justice system and
the many injustices faced by the black community.




