Representative Realism
Sense data: empirical atoms which make up experience. Represent reality. Moore, Russell & Ayer’s “Phenomenalism”.  Deals with the appearance problem of hallucination, perceptual variation and illusion faced by realism. Mind dependent, impermanent, esse est percipi, mental, private, subject to illusion/error. 
Sense data supports possibility of external world
· I am able to manipulate reality through the data representing reality
· Meaningful conversations with other minds, despite sense data being private
· I can make accurate predictions
Arguments against sense data 
· Ontological problem - If sense data are mental, exclusive to mental realm and no physical substance, how can they mediate between mental and the physical world. 
· Scepticism – existence of other minds? How can we accurately compare private sense data? Cannot falsify or verify if we agree, so genuine knowledge of the external world cannot be claimed. 
· Representation – can’t have help interpreting them and no direct access to what they represent so how can we recognise them as representations in the first place. 
Arguments for sense data 
· Physics – science makes claims about what the world is really like – colourless, odourless atoms, waves and particles. Sense data provides the appearance. 
· Time-lag – Only a good argument against naïve realists who argue that perception is accurate and instant. We can continue to perceive the sun 8 minutes after it ceases to exist. This is not reality exactly as it is. 
· Causal dependency – existence of the external world must remain a hypothesis at best because perception is the final sensation in a causal chain of dependent physical processes. Eg. Sight = light reflected, bounce off retina, electrical signal down optic nerve, decoded by brain. 
· Presumed premise in all for arguments: dubitability of the external world. 
Primary/Secondary qualities
Locke’s concept of “ideas”
· Perceptions, sensations & impressions/ideas are known directly in experience
· effect objects have on our minds are ideas
Primary/secondary thesis
· Primary: “solidity, extension, figure, motion/rest, number” – belong to object itself. Perceiver independent, resemble object, measurable, physical, accessible via 1+ sense, constitute reality. 
· Secondary: “colours, sounds, tastes” – found in perception. Perceiver dependent, caused by primaries, represent object, non measurable, experienced mentally, accessible by only 1 sense, constitute experience
· Atomic ingredients of reality convey to the brain, via causal process, the qualities of experience that fall under the senses. This is relation of representation, not resemblance so problem of illusion as primary qualities are accurate semblances of object but our experience is not. 
Arguments for thesis
· Common sense: there is an external world, objects have the qualities that we perceive
· Qualities of sensation are dependent on us so world maybe not quite as we see it
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Solidity is actually relative (D + wax), but always given, so Locke is safe. But physics can break this down into a latticework of waves and particles, so actually we’re perceiving solidity as we would colour. 
