Read over before the exam!
Revision Booklet

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
[bookmark: Theorists]
Theorists
· Cognitive - Jean Piaget - can only understand language when you understand concept (e.g. can talk in past tense when you know about time) 
· Behaviourist - Skinner learn through imitation - doesn't explain where new sentences come from 
· Nativist - Chomsky - His theory supports the fact that children around the world seem to develop at a similar pace, irrespective of race/culture/mother tongue. (This also 'defies' Skinner's model) Also, the fact that there is a universal grammar amongst all languages of the world. & the fact that children consistently create new forms of language that they would not have heard before. 
· Bruner - Social Interaction – social interaction helps scaffold a child’s language. 
· Caretaker’s role in conversation – mother/father/nanny etc - slower pace than adult conversation, simplified, repetition, short sentences, often caretaker asking 'where is___?', 'that's a___', tag questions to involve child ('isn't it?')
· Katherine Nelson found that 60% of children's early word phrases contained nouns, then verbs, pre-mods and phatic and she also said that the nouns were more commonly things that surrounded the children i.e ball, mum, cat. Nelson also said that in Re-casts (e.g. Ben - "me ball" mum - "pass me the ball") children whose sentences were re-cast performed better at imitating sentences 
· Halliday is just the functions of child language: 
· Representational - "I've got something to show you" - language showing how they feel, declarative 
· Regulatory - "Do as I tell you" - requesting/asking for things 
· Instrumental - "I want"- expressing needs/wants 
· Interactional - "Me and you" - speaking to other, establishing personal contact 
· Imaginative - "Let's pretend" - imaginative language, used with play, to create imaginary world. Crystal talks of 'phonological' function as playing with sound. 
· Personal - "Here I come"- child expresses their feelings/expressing personal preferences 
· Heuristic - "Tell me why"- uses language to explore environment/ seeking information 
· Most commonly used in children's language is instrumental and regulatory, which are learnt, along with interactional and personal, at a young age. Representational is used by 6-8+ year olds. 
[bookmark: Possible_way_to_get_the_theorists_in][bookmark: Features_of_child_lang_acq]Features of Child Language Acquisition 
· Holophrases - one word (12-18mths), then two-word stage (after 18mths), then telegraphic speech (after 2yrs) - sometimes grammatically correct but omit determiners like 'a' and 'the' 
· Underextension - 'car' only for family car, but not other cars 
· Overextension - 'car' for tractor, van, etc 
· Fis phenomenon - Berko and Brown - child pronounces fish as fis but when a parent asks if it is a fis, the child says no - when asked if it's a fish, child says yes. can understand a word without being able to pronounce it - comprehension before speech 
· Intonation - Cruttenden - found children find it harder to recognise intonation 
· Questions – tag questions, intonation at the end of the sentence -  inflection often used at first to show it's a question, then question words learnt during 2nd yr, firstly what and where, then why, how and who. results in 'where daddy gone?' as they've not learnt auxiliary verb, 'has'. auxiliary verbs learnt 3rd yr, and how to form qus is learnt too (reverse subject and verb order). 'joe is here' --> 'is joe here?' but wh- words not always inverted correctly - 'why joe isn't here?' (hehe plagiarised my revision book for the examples, sorry!) 
· Features of negatives: 
· Gestures are used to indicate a negative 
· Single words "no" "not" are used 
· "No" and "Not" are used either at the beginning or end of a sentence e.g. "no eat" "going not" 
· Develop into more subtle negatives i.e hardly, are used, more "n't"'s as well, "can't" "won't" etc. Implied negatives are understood, i.e. "we'll go later" 
· Look at how much is said by each person, who controls what is being said, who takes the lead, pragmatics, social context, as well as the actual things that are being said.
[bookmark: Written_Child_Language]Written Child Language
· Need fine motor skills in order to hold the pen and write evenly 
· Knowledge of letter shapes/patterns 
· Rules: top-bottom/left-right/'finger space' 
· Capitalisation and punctuation 
· Format of specific genres eg. for a letter there should be an address, date etc 
· Tense 
· Phonic spelling/look and say method 
· Stages in actually writing: 
1. Proto-letter formation - Begin to write name and letters, but the letter might be too big, or back-to-front 
· Kroll - He suggested that there are a number of stages that children go through: 
· Stage 1- Preparatory Stage - Up to the age of 6 
· Child masters physical skills needed to write. Learns basic principles of spelling system. 
· Stage 2 - Consolidation - Ages 6-8 
· Child writes like they speak. Short, declarative sentences common. Grammatically incomplete sentences. Long strings of sentences joined with simple conjunctions. 
· Stage 3 - Differentiation Stage (8 - mid teens) 
· Child becomes more aware of differences between writing and speech. Increasing confidence. More complicated sentences and constructions. 
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Reading Child Language
· Children's books also relate to personal aspects of a child's life, eg. school, family etc. 
· The higher up the reading scheme, the fewer pictures there are to aid pragmatics. 
· Reading skills 
· Reading schemes like 'Roger Red Hat' 
· The teaching of reading in schools 
· Synthetic Phonics - break the sounds into syllables - there is a representation/action for each sound, too. For eg, S = weave hand in an s shape, like a snake, and say ssssss 
