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Entry into the
professions

From Mr J. P. C. Sumption
Sir, Recent changes in the organiza-
tion of recruitment into the profes.
sions " have alarming implications
which deserve 1o be more widely
appreciated.

During the last five years, almost
every professional body fias shatply
raised the level of formal education
Tequired of candidates before they
can even begin to train a5 members
of their profession.  In 1970 the
actuaries abolished their * founda.
tion course ™ and refused 1o accept

level school leavers for traiming ;
ip 971 accountants began to accept
A levels only, and in 197 solicicors
followed suit,

The self-raught maw's ambition o
cuse s st B hacd ol 1)
acquiring " professional . qualifica:
tions 'is ‘surely an admirable. one.
Yer a man who it school with five
O'levels and later wished fo. make
up for lost time would find that
he was unqualified not merely to be
an accountant, but even to’ loarn
how to become one. “As from May
| 31 potential barristers will need 3
| decee, and with the abolition of
| the Part ¥ examination in 1976, 3 will

have t0 be a Jaw degree. The lanier
| piece of exclusiveness not onty
obstructs the' career of those who
‘would be perfectly capable of master.
| inz the requisita legal knowledge
yithout going to wniversiy: i also
distorts the function of universities
by making them centres of yoc
| tional training of the narrowest kind,
& role which is not properly theire

The persons responsible for these
changes may care to answer a few
questions.

(1) Ts it the opinion of the Law
Society that a person without A
levels in, say, history, economics and
French, is incapable of an adequate
‘understanding of Jaw ?

(2) Does the Institute of Chartered
Accountants feel that the generations
of schoolleavers who_ trained a3
accountants  with 0 levels alone
before 1971 are professionally incom:
petent, notwithstanding the fact that
many of them (I could name five of
my acquaintance) are now eminent
membersof  distinguished  City

(3) Does the Royal Institute of
British Architects believe that stan-
dards of professional competence
were lower before they introduced
the “two A levels™ rule, even
though some of Vanbrugh's build.
ings “are still standing " after an
existence nearly two centuries onger
than that of the institute itself ?

The answers to these questions
have sacial implications of o small
importance. Starting a small business
or qualifying in a profession have
always been among the most signi.
ficant bridges across class barriers,
The professional examination was &
great equalizer which ignored all but
the candidate’s aptitude for the pro
fession in’ question. One of theso
bridges is now being destioyed by
the professions in a manner which
will ‘imprison_even the brightest
young man inside the consequences
of @ decision made at the ‘age of
fifteen.

Nobody would suggest thatthe
Drofessions should redyce thels stan
dards "of professional Sompecepen.
Merely” that. they  should confine
themselves to the only Tanction shas
they are lther qualifled o oosiien
to il mamely fo ensure e o
didates reach the Toquired standard
i the professional examination and
undergs whatever spprenticaship 1o
e trade Is expecied of " them:
Nothing eise.

L iAan, sy treet,

Greenwich, SE10.
May 8.

-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tood prives within ke BEC

Trom Mr Douglas Jau, Labour MP
for Wandsuorih, Batiersea Norh
Sir, Mr Spicer (May 6) tries to

uestion “Mr Norman ~ Buchan's
emonstration_(April 30) that the
Common _ Agricultural Policy s

making food dearer inside’ the
Common Market than outside, and
will normally do 5o in fature.

- Whatever " the “levy or - price
figures at a given moment, 1t i
simply contrary to_common’ sense
0 pretend that taxing food, restrict-
ing and banning imports and. build.
ing up “intervention > hoards, can
have any effect other thun making
food normally dearer. ‘This 1s what
it is intended to do s and that
ol assumption and
the Common Agricultural Policy, It
the relevant foods are mot cheaper
in'the outside world, and expecied
~to be, why impose taes, levies and
hoarding © devices ¥

the
urpose  of

ot
remove ‘them_altogether? © Never
before in the history of agricultural

protectionism, ' mot. even in the
debates on the Corn Laws, has any.
ane stooped (o argue that you make
things cheaper by taxing them ang
creating artificial scarcity.
Not“surprisingly, cursént facts
and figures canfim che conclusions
of _common’ ‘sense, ' World _food
prices have becn' falling for many
months, steeply n some cascs, frop
the_exéeptional 197374 peaks, As
a resule, prices of beef, veal, mutton,
lamb, cheese, butter and now most
grains are already Jower outside
the Common Market than ‘inside,
This is proved by the fact that ali
these goods, including whea

maize
and barley. ‘are now beating. o
import”levy or” duty it imported

into the EEC (only “transitionally
masked here).  For the CAP only
imposes Tevics ii” food costs Jesy
outside than the internal floor prices

Present lovies or duties. ate. 5
bigh a5 £790 3 ton (35 pence 4 19y
for butter’; £636 4 ton (28 pence 3
1b) for ciicese; 20 per cent on bee
and veal ; and 20 per cent on mr
ton and” Tamb Nuuoraily, even
shoush in the United Kingdon the
full ise 10 ‘these levels is sull to
come over the next three years, the
system is bound (o ratse fo0d pricey
well above world lovels, Acco
to 2 reply from the Minister of
Agriculture in Tansard Tor May 1.
buter from France now costs €735
2 ton, from Holland 745 and
from New Zealand before tax €40,
and cheddar type cheese from Hol
Jand €882 3 1o, and from New
Zealand £397.

But for the levy, even at present
levels, New Zealund could both sell
us butter and cheose more cheaply.
and earn more herself~to ahe
advantage of us hoth. (The full ERG
levy on butter is now at least 150

er cont of e levyfree New

ealand price.)

“And over the 1

Xt three years, by
the present Treav of Accession, the
levies and prices imposed on the
United Kingdom have to g0 up step
by step. The United Kingdom Tnter.
vention Board Annual Report for
1974, published ihis April, records a
rise'in_the Inicrvention” price for
butter from 103 u ton carly that
year to £538 by October. This has
o rise to over (1,000 by 1978, repre.
senting a rewail price of about 70
pence ‘a_Ib. Similar rises in the
United Kingdom intervention price
o s S ol oot )
beef are’recorded in the board’s
report. Many other of our foods
besides these. of course, bear Com.
mon Market levies or duties.

Bur the really crucial moral for
Britain's future s this. Nobody can

be better over the medium and long
term, ‘and over a range of food.
stuffs, for a_ preat food.importing
nation 1o be able to buy freely trom
the most cfficient producers any
&iven commodity at any given time,
rather than 10 be prevented by
artificial barriers from doing so. If
we neglect this principle, we gratui
tously” cripple _our  competitive
power, and imperil our whole econ-
omic future, living standards and
influcnce in ihe world.

Yours faithfully,

DOUGLAS JAY.

House of Commons.

May 9.

From Professor . Josling

Sir, Me Pickles (May 7) gives us 2
timely reminder  thar ohiectivity
should ot b sacrificed 1n e
emotion of the referendum debate’
s own repetition of what g be
called the * Winnifrich Tafiacy >
must therefore be atibuied 1 a
misunderstanding of the aperation of
 marker rather than sny sttempt fa
iisicad.

The fallacy is to imply that
because counries differ i climatie
and other natural advantages, some
will be willing to sell agricaiar
Produce 3t u price well ‘Selow thar
of their fess favourcd comperitors
o enjoy low production come b of
course, 10 enable a counry 10 main
tain a strong market pasidon, but 1
would “be perverse fo. cxpect that
country 10" give- away S e
advantuze by “lowering s seliog
price below tha determined by the
Balance'in'the market as a whole.

There is scope for disagrecment
on the future batance of the worlds
To0d ‘markets. However, the only
circumstances under - hich the
climatic advantage of countries such
as Ausiraiis s fikely 1o determn
the world price. level s & marker
bulance * “which - requires o
sienificant “praduction from the
“Righ costareas of Africa, A
and Eucope. I'am sure that seither
M Pickies nor Sir ‘John Winmifrith
veally hold that ew,

Yours sincerely,

TIM JOSLING,

Profesor of Aksicultural Ecanomics
& Management,

Uaiversity of Reading,

4 Earley Gate,

Jnlknighes Rosa,

A Commonwealth view
From Mr Max Costelloe

Sir, Notwithstanding the remarks
of our Prime Minister, Mr Whitiam,
who wants to see Britain remain 1
the’ Common Market, the view of
the majority of Austcalians Tavours
the withdrawal “of Britain - from
Europe. | We wam to see a freoh
elfort by “the  English-speaking
peoples.  The ol Common:

th members and the United
States have boen the world’s stabil:
ing force for over two  hundred
years. We are the same people,
speak he same language, have the
Same ideals.

If it s our shaky  cconomic
system that threatens fo break up
the family team then its time we
changed the economic system and
Jed the world by creating a berter
system. We believe Britain will ot

esertthe Commanwealt Ind o
are Tooking 10 the ordinary people
10 say o at the forthcoming refer.
endum.

foresce the future of world food Yours truly,

prices, since world _producti MAX COSTELLOE,

notabiy ‘of grain, with incressing 14 Sylvan Web:

vields and acreage—is growing over  Glenalia, .

all buc exceptional years, a3 well ss  Adelalde, Australia 5052,

world population. 1 must therefore Moy 5.

Near theend of theline ~ Brittin camnot afford them ac

Display of private
art collections

From Lord Montagu of Beauieu

Siey Mang more qualiticd than 1
will no_doubt repudiate. many. of
the points raised by Mr Feter
uller in s rocent article (May
10). 1 only wish to comment on-hiy
gxtraordinary " assertion that  the
imposition of wealth tax ‘on e
would immediately produge 3 flow
BEyine e S e Y

10 the “ public * parts of Britain's
Historic houses open to the public.

This suggestion merely displays
Mr “Fulers  ignorance and” his
obvious lack of experience in visit
ing Britain's ‘historic houses, over
four hundred of which are open 1o
e public and have on view for the
peblic enforment” o "oy e
est pictures but as wany g5 can be
crammed on to the walls, The i

private aportments are
bulging with Holbems and
brandis and_ the public are being
fobbed of with some sporting prints
of Aumt Tlorence's s patently
absurd and unteue.

Had our historic houses followed
such apolicy, they would hardly
have * atracted ' fwelve  million
yisitors "last. year, ‘many of - them
from " overseas  Where sudly s
many of our Country's works of
are hoarded and not shown to the
public s “in' the cellars of ouy
Dutional museums.

Yours faithtully,

MONTAGU OF BEAULIEU,
President Historic Houses
Association,

&S famed's Streer, swi.
May 12,

From Mr Hugh Leggatt
Sir, As Mr Peter Fuller saw fit to
refer to me in his contribution n
the wealth tax on works of art (Thc
Times, May 10) may 1 add <o the
comments on his article which you
have already published.  In ques.
tioning whether works of at in

16 possession can be considercd
part of the mational heritage, Mr
Fuller overlooks the immeasurable
debt which all our public museums
and galleries owe 10 the generosity
of private benefactors. ‘It would
indeed 'be shortsighted folly o
bring to an end for shabby political
reasons this longstanding. tradition
of goodwill,

Whilst Mr Fuller grudgingly
accepts that the present facilitis
in our public institutions are totally
inadequate both for displaying and
caring for the vast number of works
of art with which they might he
faced if @ wealth tax were imposed,
he naively suggests that the proceeds

from the tax might be ear
marked * for this purpose. _Since,
however, _hypothecation of  tax

fovenue” contravenes fundamental
Treasury principles, the . publ
institutions would be' forced to rely
on their existing financial resources.
The _Standing _Commission on
Museums “and Galleries was re.
ported in your columns (May 12) a%
stating  that  Britai tional
museutns, galleries and libraries will
have to manage for the next three
vears on only half the moncy they
require for ~new acquisitions
maintain their activities. They il
therefore be wnable to copc. with
existing commitments Jot alone with
tie flood of works of art on fo the
market Which would result from a
wealth tax.
Yours faithfully,
HUGH LEGGATT,
Leggatt Brothers,
30 St James's Street, SW.
May 4.

The Chogyal of Sikkim
From Mr J. E. Clarke
Having read with great ierest
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