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Entry to professions
From Mr ].'P. C. Sumption
. Lord Justice Scarman’s asser-
tion (May '17) that the professions

are legitimately concerned  with
“basic " educational standards >
scarcely answers the  question

whether that concern can bg satis
fied with anything less than 3
degeee. Though quarrelling with
points of detail, neither he mor the
Ormrod report fo which he referred
me succeed in justifying the capri-
o e of i G el o
ting a public monopoly. It is surely
a capricious use .of power for the
existing members of 4 profession to
abstruct the carecrs. of others. by
demanding qualifications irrelevant
to the practice of that profession,
without very clear evidence that ()
standards of professional compet.
ence are novw too low or likely to

become 5o, (b) this is due to' the
recruitment system, and (0)" the
proposed changes would improve

matters.

References to the increasing com-
plexity of professional life are an
argument for *better _vocational
fraining, not for more A levels in
uncontiected subjects, Nor, in the
case of the Jaw, is it true that pro-

fessional life is

re complex than
it vas. 1t Vi lawyers whose
only qualification was their  per.
formance in” professional sxamina.
tions were capable of mastering the
highly involved and technical yules
of ‘pleading_ or ‘the pre-1925 Tand
Jaw, then their successors ars a
fortiori capable of mastering the
rarher ‘more straighiforward law of
today.

That they live in uniquely
sophisticated and complex * gimes
has been a common dehision of men
in ‘most ages and it is, in general,
19 truer today than it was of thoss
“brisk and giddy.-paced times ™ of
which Sic Andrew Aguecheek com:
plained’in Tuwelfch Night, We are,
however, unique in reacting to this
notion by putting teenagers through
an ever Jarger mumber of unneces:
sary examinations in’the belief that
his will broaden, not narrow, their
ncellects. 'T can think of 1o policy
more likely to_transform learning
nto drudgery or put a premium on
that  “cramming” approach. to
knowledge which Lord Justice Scar.
man rightly abhors.

Yours taithtully,
JONATHAN SUMPTION,
5 Circus Street, g
Greenwich, SE{0.





