Chae Strachan

Ploughing

Chae’s children were almost run over by a motorcar. It hints that he will not adapt well to the new technology of the industrialising Scotland: 

‘one of them had nearly run over wee Wat Strachan … and had clouted the motorist’ – page 26

The car acts as a symbol for new technology and wealth. Since Chae was in conflict with the car, his children were nearly run over and he was fined a pound for his violence towards the driver, it suggests he will not get on well with technology. 

   He also dislikes the car as the gentry drive it: ‘the dirt that ride in motors’. Since Chae is a socialist, he dislikes the fact that only the gentry can afford cars and so dislikes them and the driver. 

     Chae wants to send his daughter, Marget, to college to train as a doctor. She is to go out to Africa and help the impoverished and sick. Although Chae is a socialist and believes ‘rich and poor should be equal’, sending his daughter to become a doctor will make her one of the rich: ‘And what was the sense of believing that and then sending his daughter to educate herself and herself become one of the Rich?’

 Chae believes that although Marget is a woman, she should become a doctor, showing his belief in equality of the sexes, and she will do missionary work where she certainly won’t become rich but she will be helping the poor. 

Drilling

    Chae visits Ewan Tavendale in Upperhill to ask what his intentions are with Sarah Sinclair (his sister-in-law):

 ‘to see Ewan Tavendale and ask in a friendly way what he meant to do about Sarah.’ 

Even though Chae has been tricked into the family, he still cares about them and their reputation. One of the ‘bothy billies’ sniggers and Chae thinks that it is directed at him:

 ‘…asked what the hell they were laughing at’ this portrays him as a proud character since he uses violence towards those who disrespect him. This point refers back to the incident in Ploughing with the motor car as it shows his confrontational nature.

    When Chae is in need of help to harvest his crops, the community pull together to help him. To thank them he gives them a bountiful meal: 

       ‘to eat there was broth and beef and chicken and oat-cakes … 

        and loaf and jelly and dumpling with sugar and milk’

The repetition of ‘and’ emphasis just how much food he has laid onfor those who have helped him. This shows him as a hospitable and generous person.

       During the bi-election, in a question and answer session with the ‘Tory’ candidate, Chae ends up in conflict with him, as he is a socialist: 

        ‘all the damned lordies in the house of lords should pawn their 

        bit coronets and throw their whores back in the streets’

He is hostile towards the candidate due to their clash in beliefs, Chae being a socialist and the candidate being Conservative. This shows his extreme socialist beliefs. It is suggested that Chae also dislikes him as he part of the gentry: ‘his own uncle was a lord’. Chae is a passionate man who cannot hide his feelings.

       When the community gossips about Will, they go to Chae ‘that well travelled childe’ to find out what Argentina is like: 

‘a gey fine place it was … young Guthrie’s no fool to spread his bit wings’. 

Chae is standing up for Will leaving Blawearie for Argentina as he has travelled himself, this shows him having more cosmopolitan views to the people of Kinraddie.

      Chae speaks out against the Church: 

‘the more of sense and the less of kirks and ministers’. 

This shows his controversial views on religion – he is an atheist- compared to others in Kinraddie. This refers back to the last point on Chae’s contrasting beliefs with the rest of the community.

Chae Strachan

Seedtime

Chae is a good neighbour; he looks out for Blawearie and Chris during the thunderstorm.

“Damn’t man, take that and the lass and run for the house! I’ll see to the horse!”

After tending to his own stock Chae immediately travels up to Blawearie with Ewan to help Chris. When he finds her he sends her back into the house with Ewan with the lantern. He is risking his life for Chris, as the wire fence was “alive, the lightning ran and glowed along it”, it had already killed one of Chris’s horses “old Bob”. He is only doing what is best for Chris; this also shows him as a selfless person.

Chae is also a good friend to Chris:

“And who’s your musician? … But Chae said it didn’t matter, he’d bring his melodeon,”

When Chae realises that the music for the reception at Chris’s wedding has been overlooked he immediately volunteers himself to play the music. He wants Chris’s big day to be memorable and so sacrifices his place in the dance.

Chae believes that the future of farming is in technology.

“the machine’s the best friend of man … It’s coming and the chaving’ll end, you’ll see, the machines’ll do all the dirty work.”

Chae believes in machinery because he is a modern, outward looking person. He thinks that it will make farming easier, machines will do the work – less manual labour will be involved in crofting. By the end of the novel we see he is partly correct as while the machines reduce the workload of the farmers they also put the small crofter out of business, enlarging the gap between the rich and poor, the opposite of Chae’s socialist dream. The big farmers buy up all of the small farms with the money they make from the war and use machinery  to farm them. In Kinraddie alone the number of farms dropped from 9 to 4. It is the “sunset” of small farms , the crofts.

Chae and Long Rob often have similar views like when they agree during Chris’s wedding that it is a shame that Scots is dying out to be replaced by English. Long Rob says:

“Rob was just saying what a shame it was that folk should be shamed nowadays to speak Scotch,”

Followed by Chae saying “that was right”, they agree on a controversial issue showing their similar views. It also shows the merging of traditions of Scotland and England, the end of the Scots language, as well as a traditional way of life.       

Harvest                                

Chae feels so strongly about the war because of his loathing of the Germans, “fair devils”, he enlists to fight them. Chae being a socialist feels that he should stand up for the little man, the French and Belgians that need help. “if the Germans” win “there’d be an end of both peace and progress forever.” However it can be said that Chae has fallen victim to the propaganda. This is unusual for Chae, as you would expect him to think about what he reads and not just be duped immediately by the papers. So we are both surprised and not surprised by his actions. He is now in contrast to Long Rob’s beliefs – that it isn’t the little man’s problem and so they shouldn’t be involved with it.

His experiences in the war have changed Chae:



“his fine eyes queered and strained somehow”

Many physical changes to Chae hint that Chae has been mentally affected by the war, “his old laugh queerly crippled it was.” The horrors he has seen in the war has affected him and Chris notices these changes in his eyes and laugh. It has also changed his opinions on the war as he has personally experienced the front and has realised the propaganda glorified the war. 

When Chae returns on leave from the war, he notices the changes in the landscape and the people of Kinraddie:

‘So Chae wandered his round of Kinraddie, a strange place

and desolate’ 

Chae has been away at the war and can see the changes to Kinraddie that has bypassed the others. This angers Chae:

 ‘to hell with their board, the bastards, they’re ruining my land---’

The trees of Kinraddie have been cut down to provide wood for the war. He is dismayed by this as the land will be subject to erosion without the protection of the woods and resents the short-sightedness of those involved with it, therefore he takes his anger out on the factor:



‘and what sacrifices have you made, tell me, you scrawny wee mucker’

This shows his quick temper but also his love for the land as he realises it will erode the soil and make farming harder. Chae believed in the war, but as it has changed Kinraddie folk like the Munros:

‘Fine being you and a soldier, Chae, with your holidays and all. But poor aye have to work’.

The Munros have no understanding of what the fighting men have to endure and can’t spare him a little time to chat.

Chae informs Chris of the real reason why Ewan died:

‘Chris I’ve come to tell you of Ewan … I swore I’d tell you

nothing but you should know’

 Although Ewan asked Chae not to, he still comes to tell Chris about Ewan being shot as a deserter. This shows Chae and Chris’s strong relationship and his responsibility as he takes it upon himself to tell of how Ewan still loved her and was regretful about the way he acted previously. Chae knows this will comfort Chris and help her come to terms with Ewan’s death.

In the end Chae is killed during the war ‘in the first fighting of Armistice day’.

Chae Strachan is honoured in the war memorial as one who ‘went quiet and brave from the lands they loved, though seldom of that love might they speak—‘

Chae would have approved of the minister’s sermon ‘for I will give you the morning star’ as he believed in people’s goodness and progress although he was part of the ‘sunset of an age and an epoch.’ 

