Ewan Tavendale

Prelude

· He is mentioned in the “Unfurrowed Field”:

“a dour young devil of a highland man, Ewan Tavendale”

He is the foreman at Upperhill and is described as a “dour young devil” which shows that the community do not like him. Also because he is a Highlander people from Kinraddie do not treat him as one of their own.

Drilling

· There are rumours going round that Ewan and Sarah Sinclair had sex which adds to Ewan’s bad reputation :

             “First it was Sarah Sinclair and the foreman at Upperhill, Ewan Tavendale he was, that the speak rose round…and what had they been doing there on their lone?”

They are seen coming out the woods blushing and in a mess. This links to his reputation of taking advantage of women which makes the reader and Chris suspicious of him..

· Chris doesn’t think Ewan could be the boy that did all the things people said he did :

“He looked over young for the coarse, dour brute folk said he was, like a wild cat, strong and quick, she half-liked his face and half-hated it.”

The metaphor “like a wild cat” has connotations of being sly and independent, not to be trusted. In reality he is straightforward but quite aggressive.

· After the burning of Peesie’s Knapp on the way home someone kisses Chris and Chris eventually fights back by kicking him:

     “Then she came to herself and kicked the man that held her, young he was with his soft, grained face, “

     Later she works out that the man was Ewan. As we have been told that Ewan has been with a number of women it suggests that he assumed Chris would play along but he misjudged the situation. However when Chris realises that it was Ewan that kissed her she realises that she quite enjoyed the experience. “The soft, grained face” suggests that although she found the kiss rough she and the reader also realises that there is a softer side to Ewan.

· He has a bad reputation, but after he kisses Chris, we realise that he is really only just a teenage boy under pressure.

“below it the skin was white as new milk”

The whiteness suggests a purity and innocence about him underneath the rough exterior.

Ewan Tavendale - Seed-time

· Ewan is less educated and less interested in the history of the land than Chris:

“But Ewan whispered, Oh let’s get out of this, though it was he himself that had planned they come to Dunnottar”

    His lack of interest in the castle’s history shows the educational differences between Ewan and Chris and that they have contrasting personalities. These contrasts hint at difficulties in the relationship later on as their relationship is described as not being “plain sailing” and both have short tempers:

· Chris asks Ewan if the stories about Sarah Sinclair which have given him such a bad reputation are true but this makes Ewan angry:

“Damn well listen now that you’ve asked me”
This shows us that Ewan is angered by the slurs against his reputation. Again his quickness to take offence is shown.
· Ewan is again referred to as a cat as in the other chapters

“The great black cat”

This metaphor shows us that there is more to Ewan than meets the eye, as he is continually referred to as a cat, which suggests he is umtamed, quick and lean.

· When Ewan proposes to Chris there is a lightning storm taking place; the pathetic fallacy of the lightning storm is said to be romantic and it is strange that this is the time that Ewan decides to propose to Chris. It suggests that he was under the influence of the storm when he proposed and there is an electricity to their relationship, a passion.

· During a fight between Chris and Ewan we see Ewan’s angry personality but we also see that underneath he is good-hearted:

“you dammed bitch,you’d say that to me ?to me ?… he was glaring like a beast ,then he seemed to crumple, his hands fell from her”

Ewan Tavendale – Harvest

· When the war is first declared Ewan wants nothing to do with it:

“…as Ewan had said; and God! They could fight till they were black and blue for all that he cared if only the ley field would come a bit faster”

   Ewan’s only worry is the croft. He shares the same belief as Chris that the war has nothing to do with them and it won’t affect them or Kinraddie.

· When Chae comes back from the Front he talks to them about the war and Ewan begins to think that maybe he should got too:

“so you don’t think I should join up, Chae?

We can see here that Ewan is having thoughts about going to war but Chris doesn’t want him to go as she still feels it has nothing to do with them.

· Ewan eventually decides to go to war:

“And what Ewan wrote was he’d grown sick of it all, folk laughing and sneering at him for a coward...he was off to the war”

Ewan has given in to peer pressure and gone off to the War which is typical of his character as he is easily angered which suggests that he has gone merely

 to prove that he is not a coward. 

· When Ewan returns from his training his character is completely changed and he is violent and abusive to Chris:

“Hell, Chris, what a bloody place!”

His training in the city had brutalised him and he acts disrespectfully to Chris. Chris sees him as ‘that tortured thing that was the lost lad she had married’ but she hates him for his cruel behaviour. There isn’t any romance between them anymore:

“ but no blush on his face”

Ewan has lost his innocence by going off to the war. Grassic Gibbon is using the character of Ewan to show his hostility to the war and to show that people are brutalised by it.

· Ewan feels the class difference between him and Chris:

“Stand-offish”

As it is Chris who owns Blaewearie and has the money Ewan feels inferior to her and resents this.  Ewan leaves Blawearie for the last time, their marriage strained to the limit, ‘believing Chris ‘would cry to him at the last ‘ but her pride won’t let her acknowledge him. We see here glimmers of their love still.

· Ewan decides to leave the war and go back to Chris to apologise but he is shot:

“Ewan was shot as a coward and deserter out there”

The paradox here is that Ewan was being courageous by going back to Chris to make things right even though he knew that he had lost her but he was killed as a coward. He died for Chris and he died for the land.

· The night before Ewan was shot he has a conversation with Chae where we found out he was fighting at the front line:

“he’d deserted from the front line trenches”

We also know that he remembers what the land means to him:

“It was the wind that came up with the sun, I minded Blaewearie, I seemed to waken up smelling that smell. And I couldn’t believe it was me that stood in the trench, it was just daft to be there.”

He has now realised that he doesn’t belong there he should be back home with Chris.

· Ewan wanted Chris to fight for him, to make him come back to his senses:

“he had tried to hurt and maul her, trying in the nightmare to waken, to make her waken him up…”

Ewan knew he didn’t belong in the war but he wanted Chris to tell him that, to tell him not to go back but Chris doesn’t as she is too proud and hurt, showing Ewan that he has lost Chris.

· Chae’s account of Ewan’s desertion & death for Chris and Blawearie reconcile the couple in Chris’s heart:

‘never vex for me or the telling of this, it was best, it was best.’

Chris takes young Ewan to the Standing Stones where she imagines Ewan returning to his spiritual home:

‘‘Oh lassie, I’ve come home!’ he said, and went into the heart that was his forever.’

Chris has forgiven Ewan, understanding that he at last realised where he truly belonged.

Does the reader forgive Ewan his appalling behaviour towards Chris? 
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