Long Rob of the Mill (Rob Duncan)

· He is well known and respected – he’s quoted several times when other people are being described – this shows that people value his point of view and respect what he thinks.

· He is an atheist: 

‘Rob said he’d rather be a thorn than a sucker any day, for he didn’t believe in ministers or kirks.’

This shows his lack of belief in God and lack of reverence for icons that symbolize religion such as priests and churches because he believes people who are religious are ‘suckers’ for believing in something which they cannot prove exists. He is a ‘thorn’ because he annoys and offends those who believe.

He is harder to impress than the congregation, and needs more intellectual substance. It is because of this he sees though the minister’s actions:

‘Put two and two together and said well preaching like that’s a fine way of having your bit pleasure by proxy, right in the stalls of the kirk, I prefer to take mine more private like.’

He realises the minister’s motives for his choice of sermon, sex, as it would entertain the congregation and therefore persuade them to vote for him. However, Long Rob is not so easily taken in, just as Chris Guthrie does not like the sermon ,which shows a relationship between the two characters on an intellectual level.

· He is interested in philosophy:

         ‘he’d learned that from the books of Ingersol’

This shows his interest in philosophy as he reads the books of Ingersol who is a well known philosopher although those of the community confuse Ingersol with the watch maker (humour). Unusual for a crofter to be so well-read.

· He doesn’t care what people think of him:

        ‘had never a thought of what Kinraddie said of him’

He knows people gossip about him but doesn’t seem to mind. He is confident and enjoys his local notoriety.

· He is very hard working:

       ‘they’d hear Rob out in that coarse ground hard work when they went to bed.’

He works at the Mill during the day and on the ground during the night to create a park which shows a degree of determination and stubbornness, as it is stated the ground is hard to work, suggesting he is a hard working character.

· Long Rob is quite solitary and independent.

‘Rob wasn’t the marrying sort…bided all by his lone.’

       ‘bided all by his lone and made his own bed and did his own baking when he might have had a wife to make him douce and brave’

‘For 10 years now Rob had bided there alone’

He has never married which suggests a solitary character who is content to do things by themselves and does not have to rely on others. The fact that he could have a wife but doesn’t also suggests he doesn’t want to be tied down and is happy to do things for himself.

· Rob is discreet and does not spread gossip:

‘—he never spread scandal about folk—‘

Rob stands out as sensible and with integrity, like the Guthries, and not like the majority of the community.

· He is caring and helpful as shown when he helps with the farming of Blawearie when John Guthrie is ill and later when Chris is crafting Blawearie on her own.

· He is respected by Chris and John. Guthrie accepts Rob’s jibes in the jokey spirit intended and Chris is not offended when he flirts with her at her wedding:

‘fine it must be to sleep with a slim bit ----‘

Here we see that Rob is aware that Chris is a ‘comely lass’.

· Rob, like Chae, honours Scottish traditions such as first-footing at Hogmanay, providing fiddle music at Chris’s wedding, singing traditional songs and carrying John’s coffin to its final resting place:

‘Chae and Long Rob shook their heads when others offered to change with them’

He fiercely defends the use of Scots against the tide of English sweeping the C20th :

‘And if you said gloaming was sunset you’d fair be a liar—‘

· He is a traditional crofter too:

‘—he’d like right well to see the damned machine that would muck you a pigsty’

Rob is happy with crofting as it is, land for one man to farm, and this highlights his affinity with the land. He is one of the Last of the Old Scots Folk.

· He is a pacifist and refuses to obey his enlisting orders. As a consequence he is targeted by some of the community as ‘pro-German’ and later arrested and jailed as a conscientious objector. However he refuses to be bullied and defends himself at each turn, having to be carted out from his home bodily.

· On his release from jail we see his pitiful weakened condition, a comment by GG on the dreadful way conscientious objectors were treated in prison:

‘ --- prison and ill-used him awful’

GG was also against WW1. Only Chris visits and helps him. The rest of Kinraddie shuns him. This emphasies Chris’s different attitude to the War from the others.

· Rob helps Chris bring in her harvest as he has no trade at the Mill and a brief sexual liaison happens when he tells Chris is will enlist in the War at last:

‘So I’m giving in at last, I suppose they’ll say.’

Chris responds with tears and ‘she wanted to rest there, safe and safe in these corded arms.’

The sexual act takes place in the parks symbolizing their closeness to the land. Chris and Rob are similar characters in many ways- intelligent, sensible, fond of history and the land, a love of Scotland – that this liaison is not shocking but natural and comforting for both. It may be part of Chris’s harvest madness as her sexual passion flames and dies like ‘a fire in a whin- bush, that thing in her life, and it burned out again and was finished’.

· Rob dies in France towards the end of the war, a hero to the last, who is awarded a posthumous medal for bravery. GG is reminding us that the reader should respect the character of Rob Duncan:

‘ There’d been his coarse speak about religion – he’d been a fine stock , had Rob, --‘

· Rob should be seen as a companion character to Chris Guthrie, one who embodies many of the characteristics GG wants the reader to admire in the Scots.

