Secularisation Debate
Definition of secularisation: · Wilson- The process whereby religious thinking, practise and institutions lose social significance
· Bruce- There is no one secularisation theory. Rather there are clusters of descriptions and explanations that cohere reasonably well (perhaps this is where the problem arises)



Included in these notes:
· Decline in the influence of religion in wider society
· Decline in religious belief/faith
· Increase in new religious movements/new age movements
· Practise, participation and attendance
· International comparisons
· Ethnicity and the secularisation debate
· Income and the secularisation debate 
· Stark and Bainbridge 
· Conclusion
Decline in the influence of religion in wider society 
· For
· The church has lost its influence/power, and this has created disengaged power. This process is called disengagement. 
· This is when previously, the church would have the power to judge/employ/educate but this has become lost.
· Martin argues that the influence is mainly concerned with power- wealth/prestige
· Parsons agrees that the Church has lost its power
· Bruce, similarly, argues for the Church’s loss of influence showing signs of secularisation. This is because in social life, capitalism rules and faith does not fit in this
· Bruce also believes that societalisation has undermined religion in the following ways: Churches can no longer be the centre for the community/ People no longer turn to a vicar because there is more involvement with wider society so will look towards a wider set of services/ Cultural diversity has led to beliefs not held as securely. 
· Against 
· Martin argues that this decline in power shows a purer form of religion = not secularisation
· Casonova, similarly, argues that religion is still an important feature in public life. For example, in the 80s, political conflicts between Jews and Musilms were linked to religion
· Parson argues that the church may have lost some of its functions, but it has specialised in other functions making it still have a distinct role/influence in society
· The church still remains a national institution, and the disengagement argument may be over emphasised. For example, the Houses of Parliament still has the House of Lords, which influences legislation
· Religious services are still done in British Schools
· The emergence of religious political groups such as the Christian New Right have a powerful influence on political values, especially the Republican Party. 
Decline in religious belief/faith 
· For 
· People now believe in spiritual concepts such as Heave/Hell a lot less compared to Medieval Europe
· Brierly believes there is an increase in non-believers, and agnostics
· Religion is also now used for non-religious purposes, and this shows secularisation. This is supported by Herberg who found people use religious to justify a life style decision, for example, marriage styles. They pick information that fits them. 
· Bruce believes that religion has experienced internal secularisation. This is when the controversial religious ideals have been watered down, as people are not as ‘sucked’ in anymore. Thus, religious faith has changed
· Bruce also believes that rationalisation has undermined religious belief. This is because technological advances mean we have a lot more control, and less of a need to resort to supernatural beliefs.
· This has been supported by Weber, who sees religious as undergoing a process of ‘desacrilisation’. This is when society is no longer charged with magic, and instead based on rational action (calculation and logic)
· Against
· Martin believes that comparing beliefs of the past and beliefs of now is a dangerous ground. This is because secondary historical sources are to be used, but these are often difficult to interpret
· Bruce also believes that a lot of people still retain religious belief than attend religious worship. This is reflected in the statistic 70% of people retained religious belief in 2000. 
· Roof and McKinerey argue against the idea of internal secularisation, as they believe this theory is out of data. Indeed, some groups combine religious belief with life style. For example, the Christian New Right campaigning against abortions.
· Bruce’s theory of rationalisation can also be refuted by demonstrating how some things, such as life and death, cannot be explained by science and thus people DO turn to religion. 
Increase in new religious movements/new age movements 
· For
· Berger believes the increase in other movements shows less belief of a traditional church
· Berger also believes that super natural belief can only continue in a sectarian form of society. This is because supernatural belief needs commitment, and for people to cut themselves off from wider society, and sects can provide this. As the sect is the only route to super natural belief, it supports the idea that there is secularisation in wider society
· 
· Wilson also sees sects as a sign of secularisation. This is because, for Wilson, sects are a response to “a situation in which religious values have lost social pre-eminence. 
· Wilson is particularly critical of newer religious movements, such as Krisnia Consciousness. He believes that this sect are ‘irrelevant’ to society as they only promote ‘hedonism’, especially compared to the Methodist sect which  provided new values and integration for the urban working class. 
· Bruce also believes the membership in sects does not match to the loss in church attendance, and this shows secularisation. For example, active membership of Hare Krishna is around 10,000 but this is fewer than the number lost to the Christian Church per month. 
· Bruce sees NAMS has another sign of secularisation, and this is for a number of reasons.
· For example, NAMs lack the cohesion and discipline of a sect to create radical change. They are also ‘diffuse’ religions, which promote individualism. This means picking and choosing what works for you and you can have ‘opposing’ views actually side by side. Because of this diversity of views, there is little agreement or commitment, this undermines the devotion needed for a religious organisation to exist. 
· It may actually be the mere presence of alternative forms of faith that undermine religion. This is because more plurality shows how faith is a matter of personal choice, and does not link to their membership in society. Surely this is a sign of secularisation. Diversity is also more widespread because of globalisation, and immigration. 

· Against 
· Bruce’s ideas could be refuted by arguing that if people are taking a trust in beliefs, surely this requires a sense of faith. This must be religious.
· Heelas supports this view by quoting statistics. 25% of people believe in reincarnation.  40% in a spirit. 72% in a sacred presence in nature. 
· Heelas did find spiritual beliefs are significant, and found this through a study of Kendal in Cumbria. 
· Heelas does indeed believe that NAMS are just a radical version of humanistic expression, and although it doesn’t look like a traditional religion, it still is a form of spirituality. The spirituality however, is internal instead of external 
· Greeley sees the grown of NRM’s resacrilisation. 

Decline in participation and attendance. 

· For 
· There is a drop in Church attendance, particularly in Anglican, Baptist and United Reformed Churches. In 2005, it was estimated that only 6.8% of the adult population attended church (Brierley). 
· Even baptism has dropped. In 2000, it dropped from 73% to 35% (Bruce)
· If we compare  with Victorian Era, there is a huge drop. 
· Against 
· However it could be argued that comparing attendance statistics over time is wrong, as in the Victorian Era, the reason people really attended Church was not religiosity, but to boost social status
· Similarly, one could point to the increase in attendance and participation in other faiths. For example, Membership of the Unifcation Church increased from 390 to 1000. Scientologists increased from 121,000 to 144,000. 
· Also, it has been argued that fewer people go to church, but those that do, go more often. 
· Also, religion could be said to change its worship in to a more privatised state. 

International Comparisons

· Secularisation may not be happening in the US, as participation is increasing there.
· Christianity has increased in Africa, Latin America and Asian. 
· There is also a global increase in the number of Muslims
· However, we might have to question the validity of such statistics. This is because different criteria is used to measure membership of different religions. Also, US statistics are based on surveys, and people may lie in these. 
Ethnicity and secularisation
· Bruce acknowledges that ethnic groups may retain religiosity, but this isn’t evidence against secularisation. It is because of social importance, and the fact religion can be a cultural defence
· Cultural defence is when communities are in conflict, and are in different religious groups. The religious identity acts as a way of asserting ethnic pride. 
· It also acts as a cultural transition. This is when religion is used in events where people have to adjust their identity. For example, Asian and Afro Caribbean migrants can use their mosques, temples and churches as the centre of the community, and thus, use religious as a defence from racial problems 
· This could be argued against by Brown. Brown believes that ethnic defence is a key function of religion in the modern world anyway. 
Income and secularisation 
· Those with less income tend to be more religious
· This is supported by the statistics that people in the bottom bracket income are 17% more religious than those in top income groups. 
A challenge to the secularisation debate- Stark and Bainbridge
· Stark and Bainbridge reject the secularisation theory and instead advocate the religious market theory
· They believe that the secularisation theory is Eurocentric, as it focuses mainly on Europe but ignores the rise in religion in America and the rest of the world. 
· They also believe the past has been distorted, as there was apparently no golden age. 
· They instead believe in the following two principles- Religion can help meet our human needs, and thus there is a constant need for some type of it. Also, it is in human nature to obtain rewards and thus, people will use a sense of rationality where they weigh up different options
· Thus, religion is not in decline because it acts as a compensator, as it provides supernatural rewards when tangible ones are unavailable
· Other movements such as communism lack the aspect of supernatural rewards to be a compensator. Religion is the only one.
· Stark and Bainbridge also put forward the cycle of religious decline. In this cycle, some religions may decline, but others grow in members. For example, Churches may decline but cults may increase. They consequently show through this theory that the secularisation theory is one sided- it only focuses on decline and not growth
· S & B are also religious market theorists in that they believe competition between different religions causes improvements in the religious ‘goods’ they are offering. If the church improves, they will not face a decline. 
· S & B can be criticised: 
· Bruce argues that statistics show how increasing diversity accompanies religious decline GLOBALLY
· Bruce also believes they misrepresent the secularisation theory. It never actually claims a ‘golden age’, or that it is global
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Research from Norris and Inglehart also contradicts S & B’s theory. This is because they found that places with religious pluralism would have lower levels of religious participation
· Beckford argues that this theory is unsociological. It doesn’t explain why people are religious by assuming that it is part of human nature. 
Conclusion
· It is evident that this is a heavily debated topic
· However, Glock and Stark believe that some researchers have not really defined religious and religiosity properly
· Martin and Kepel reinforce this point as they belief that the secularisation debate has not been proven as different writers have used the term differently, without a universal definition. 







