Coasts Key Terms
Abrasion 
· Erosion caused by the rubbing and scouring effect of material carried by rivers, glaciers, waves and the wind
Attrition
· Erosion caused when rocks and boulders, transported by rivers and waves, bump into each other and break up into smaller pieces
Backwash
· Backward movement of water from the shore, once it has washed the run up of the beach
Bar
· When a spit develops across a bay (where no major river flows) to link two headlands to build across that bay
Barrier Beach
· An accumulation of sand and shingle lying parallel to the shoreline that encloses a marsh or lagoon on the landward side
Bay
· A water body that surrounds a crescent shaped coast line or a piece of land
Berms
· Low hill of sand that forms along coastal beaches
Biological Weathering
· The breakdown of rock through the actions of plants and animals
Concordant (Pacific) Coastline
· Straight coastline

 
Constructive Waves
· Small (low) waves, with a long wavelength (up to 100m in length) and a low frequency (6-8 waves per minute)

Cuspate Foreland
· A triangular shaped beach
Deposition
· The laying down of material previously transported by mass movement, water, glaciers, waves and the wind
Destructive Waves
· Large (high) waves, steep in form with a short wavelength and a high frequency (10-14 waves per minute)
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· Jagged coastline 
Drift-Aligned Beach
· A beach which has developed parallel to the line of longshore drift at an angle to the direction of wave approach
Dynamic Equilibrium
· The balanced state of a system when its inputs and outputs are equal. If one element changes because of some outside influence, this upsets the internal equilibrium and affects other components of the system. By a process of feedback, the system adjusts to the change and regains equilibrium
Erosion
· The wearing away of land by material carried by rivers, glaciers, waves and the wind
Eustatic Change
· Changes in the sea level due to the melting of ice and snow
Fetch
· The distance of open water across which a wind generated water wave travels, uninterrupted by major land obstacles
(The greater the fetch, the more energy a wave has)
Freeze-Thaw Weathering
· A process of physical weathering by which rock disintegrates due to water in cracks repeatedly freezing and thawing
Hydration Weathering
· The weathering where the minerals of a rock absorb water causing expansion of the rock, weakening it and causing it to break down
Hydraulic Impact
· Erosion caused by the sheer force of water breaking off small pieces of rock
Isostatic Change
· Changes in the sea level due to changes in the height of the land caused by the melting of ice and snow in large quantities
Longshore (Breakpoint) Bar
· A ridge of sand built on the seashore by waves and currents, generally parallel to the shore and submerged by high tides
Longshore Drift
· The movement of material along a coast by breaking waves. When a wave breaks, the swash carries material up the beach. As the swash dies away, the backwash returns material straight down the beach at a 90 degrees angle to the shore, producing a zig-zag movement of sediment along the beach
Offshore Bar
· When a spit forms parallel to the coastline towards the sea on a gently shelving sea bed
Onshore Bar
· When a spit forms parallel to the coastline out at sea then joins up with the land 
Rias
· Flooded river valleys
Ridge
· A long, narrow upper section or crest
Runnel
· A small stream

Salt Weathering
· The salt crystals in a rock can expand causing pressure on the structure of the rock eventually breaking it down
Sediment Cell
· A length of coastline and its associated nearshore area, within which the movement of coarse sediment (sand and shingle) is largely self-contained
Solution
· A type of chemical weathering in which water dissolves minerals in rocks
Spit
· A long, narrow and sometimes curved accumulation of sand and shingle extending the shoreline where it changes direction
Storm Beach
· A steep beach that comprises sand and stones, deposited by strong storms and waves that rise above the high watermark
Swash
· Water from the break of a wave, moving up the shore 
Swash-Aligned Beach
· A beach which has been formed when waves approach the coastline parallel to the shore. The swash pushes the sediment up the beach at right angles and the backwash returns the sediment along the same path.
Tombolo
· An accumulation of sand and shingle which joins an island to the mainland
Wave-Cut Platform / Wave-Cut Notch / Shore Platform
· The narrow flat area that is often seen at the base of a sea cliff
Wave Refraction
· Occurs when waves approach an irregular coastline or are at an oblique angle

Weathering
· The breakdown of rocks at or near the earth’s surface where they are situated
