Section A
Answer one question from this section.

ELEMENTS OF THE PASTORAL

Pastoral Poetry 1300 – 1800 – Various

1 2 “The ideal relationship between man and nature is one of mutual benefit.” Consider some of the poems from this selection in the light of this comment. (40 marks)

OR

As You Like It – William Shakespeare

1 3 “In the Forest all are equal, regardless of their sex or status.” To what extent do you agree with this view of the Forest of Arden in the play? (40 marks)

OR

Songs of Innocence and of Experience – William Blake

1 4 How do you respond to the view that, in Songs of Innocence and of Experience, love is always presented as pure and natural? (40 marks)

OR

She Stoops to Conquer – Oliver Goldsmith

1 5 “Rather than showing country characters as admirable, Goldsmith presents them as ridiculous.” 

Consider some of the rural characters from the play in the light of this comment. (40 marks)

OR

Arcadia – Tom Stoppard

1 6 “Arcadia is about misreading the past, not about remembering it with nostalgia.”

To what extent do you agree with this view of the play? (40 marks)

OR

Tess of the D’Urbervilles – Thomas Hardy

1 7 To what extent do you agree with the view that, in Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Hardy
celebrates agricultural life? (40 marks)

OR

Brideshead Revisited – Evelyn Waugh

1 8 “Charles Ryder spends his life pursuing illusions, trying to escape the limitations of everyday existence.”

Consider Charles’s role in the novel in the light of this comment. (40 marks)

OR

Pastoral Poetry after 1945 – Various

1 9 Consider the significance of memory in some of the poems from this selection. (40 marks)

OR

Waterland – Graham Swift

2 0 Swift wrote that, in his novel, “the Fenland was even a kind of principal character”.

What do you think is the significance of the Fens in Waterland? (40 marks)

OR

Blue Remembered Hills – Dennis Potter

2 1 To what extent do you think that Potter presents children as being in harmony with the natural world in Blue Remembered Hills? (40 marks)

OR

Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain

2 2 “In spite of its benefits, freedom can sometimes be dangerous.”

Consider Twain’s presentation of freedom in the light of this comment on the novel. (40 marks)










Section B
Answer one question from this section.
In your answer you must refer substantially to at least three texts, making connections with the gothic or pastoral genre.


ELEMENTS OF THE PASTORAL

2 6 Consider the significance of loss in pastoral literature. (40 marks)

OR

2 7 To what extent do you agree with the view that pastoral literature is “always an expression of regret”? (40 marks)

OR

2 8 “In pastoral literature it is the educated urban visitors who admire country life; those who
actually live in the country are unappreciative of it.”

How far do you agree with this view? (40 marks)

