RSS01-Religion and Ethics
Abortion
Abortion=The termination of a pregnancy by artificial means
When Does Life Begin?
· Deciding when a human life has moral status and begins is vital to the abortion debate as once you have decided something is a human being, you need to give it individual rights and protection under the law
· At Conception
· This is the moment that the sperm fertilises the egg
· Many people hold this view, including the Catholic Church 
· The genetic materials of both parents mix and form a biologically distinct entity
· This is an attractive position as it is clear cut
· Pope Pius XI in Casti Connubi states that the foetus is a human from the moment of conception and their life is as sacred as that of the mother
· There are many Biblical teachings that support the view that life begins before birth (can be used for conception)
· Jeremiah 1:5-“Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you”
· Psalm 139:13-“For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb”
· Luke 1:44-“For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy”
· However, we now know conception is not just a moment but takes about 2-12 hours
· Primitive Streak
· The faint streak that is the first trace of the embryo in the fertilised ovum of a higher vertebrae
· This happens at 14 days
· Wolpert that this is the most important point in the development of a human being
· The primitive streak is an outward sign of a massive reorganisation of the embryo from a sphere into a multi-layered organism
· This happens in a process called Gastrulation
· From this point, the body plan of the future foetus is establishes, and once the streak is fully developed, it thickens at one end to form the Hanson’s node, which produces chemicals that cause the formation of the nervous system
· This is the beginning of individuality, and some would say of personhood as, if the fertilised egg turns into twins, it almost always happens before this point
· After this stage the foetus develops individually and before this stage experiments can take place
· Consciousness
· This is a state of being aware of your surroundings or being awake
· The baby will begin to move around and potentially feel
· Not all living issue has the empirical experience that comes with consciousness so this stage sets it apart from other tissue
· Viability
· The Human Fertilisation and Embryology act of 1990 set the legal standpoint of viability at 24 weeks
· This is when the baby is able to survive outside of  the womb
· But many technological advances mean that the baby can survive outside sooner and sooner
· People who take this view argue that there is a difference between potential and actual life
· Before this the baby would have died outside of the womb anyway so many believe that this is an attractive position due  to this
· Birth
· This provides a clear mark for when life begins
· The baby is ready to be in the outside world
· Warren-birth is the time the baby no longer relies on the mother for survival
· Developmental Process
· Thompson argues that there is a continuous developmental in foetal growth-there is a point at which the foetus is not a human
· Analogy of the acorn to the tree-just like a fertilised ovum is not a person but a lump of cells
For and Against the Different Start Points
· Conception
· For-Catholics say that the features that distinguish us such as eyes and a face are all laid down in the genetic code here, Psalm 139:4-“Even before I speak, you know what I shall say”, Pope Pius IX-A foetus is a human from conception
· Against-Glover-“Calling a foetus a person stretches the term beyond normal boundaries”, conception creates living tissue and cells are also living tissue but we do not regard them as people 
· Primitive Streak
· For-Baby may start to feel due to CNS foundations, SPUC-2 souls can exist at this point
· Against-Too primitive to matter? Things can still go wrong and miscarriage can occur
· Consciousness
· For-Not all living tissue is conscious so this separates it, Luke 1:44-“For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy”
· Against-Animals are also conscious, very young babies may not be self-aware
· Viability
· For-The legal standpoint, Blackmom-“Viability is the point in which we have an interest in protecting life”, before this it would die anyway so is there a point beforehand?
· Against-Some people are dependent on machines to live but they are still human, English-“If you look at a baby just before viability and one just after, you cannot make a distinction between them”, the point is different for all children
· Birth
· For-Warren-“If a foetus is a person, then so is a sperm”, birth is a clear boundary
· Against-Glover-“there are no major differences between a born and nearly born baby”
· Developmental Process
· For-Thompson- there is a continuous development in foetal growth a point when foetus is not a human, 
· Against-Complications can occur at any point, rights are distinct and not gradual you do not one day have a right to life and the day before not, how do we categorise? When does the baby become a human?
Mothers Life VS The Life of the Child
· Is one life more sacred? Should one life be put first?
· Many would say that saving the mother’s life is not an abortion and use the double effect (see religious teachings)
· The right to life of the foetus has recently been argued for in case of late abortions
· Ms Jepson went to court after reading a 24 week foetus was aborted for having a cleft palate, she had a serious facial abnormality that was fixed by surgery and said that a palate cannot be a handicap that will put the baby at a severely poor quality of life and put the mother first
· No legal action was taken against doctors
· In this case, concern was expressed that the impact on the life of the mother in having a handicapped child was greater than the lethal impact of the baby
· Rights of mother deemed greater by law
· Pregnancy always puts much risk on the mothers health and has extreme physical and emotional changes to her life
· Ectopic pregnancy (where the baby grows outside the womb) is main cause of death and mother is usually put first
· If a mother becomes sick in pregnancy there are complications as medication can affect the child, the value of life must be judged
· Thompson-abortion is a defensive measure against unacceptable dangers
· While we may kill in defence, is it right to kill in self-defence when it is an innocent? Does the foetus have the right of self-defence?
· Thompson-absurd to say someone should sit by and wait for death
· What risk is reasonable for mothers to have to take before permission for an abortion can be given?
· Who has the authority to decide whose life is more valuable?
· Is risk to other children accounted for?
Religious Views on Abortion
· For
· Modern Christian views such as Situation Ethics-the greatest love is the best decision
· Double effect-Roman Catholics are influenced by this, Aquinas-“Nothing hinders one act from having two effects”-you cannot stop a bad consequence of a good action
· As long as the primary feature is saving the mother’s life and death of the child is second it is justified
· Four parts to the double effect;
1. The act must be good
2. The intention must be good
3. You must achieve good first
4. There must be a grave reason
· Vardy-new laser technology kills the foetus directly, how is this a secondary act?
· Orthodox Presbyterian-Reject abortion “except possibly in order to save the life of a mother”
· Episcopal Church takes a prolife stance
· Mark 12:31-“love your neighbour as you love yourself”
· Liberal Christians-A woman has the right to choose whether or not to have an abortion
· Church of England is strongly opposed unless the foetus has a severe disability
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“God breathed the breath of life into the world and it was then that man became a living being”(Genesis 2:7), Life does not begin until you breathe on your own
· Against
· Deuteronomy 32:29-“It is I who bring both life and death”
· God is the life giver and we must not destroy His gift
· Life is sacred and protected by divine authority
· Catholics-Abortion is intrinsically evil and goes against God’s wishes
· Teresa-“If we can accept that a mother can kill her own child, how can we tell other people not to  kill one another”
· Pope John Paul II-“The human being is treasured and treated as a person from the moment of conception”
· Smith sums up the four principles against abortion
· God is the Lord of life and death
· Humans have no right to take life
· Human life begins at conception
· Abortion is murder no matter the stage
· General Synod (Church’s governing body) has expressed opposing to abortion on the basis of both the right to life and the fact that it contravenes natural law
· Catechism of the Catholic Church-“Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the action of God”
The Sanctity of Life
· The teaching on the sanctity of life holds that all life is sacred, worthy of respect and reverence and intrinsically worthwhile
· People therefore have a duty to preserve life
· But do we hold some life as more valuable than others?
· The religious views within Christianity can be divided into strong and weak Sanctity of Life arguments
· Strong 
· These are often referred to as pro-life and appeal to the Biblical basis of their ideas
· God is the giver of life and people have no right to destroy what he has given
· People are seen as created in the image of God, imageo Dei, so humans are set apart from other animals and have a spark of divinity within them
· The breath of life was breathed into Adam
· Throughout the Bible we are told not to take life and the biblical writers saw this as part of the covenant with God and his people
· “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13)
· This idea of the sanctity of life is also part of teaching on Natural Law which underlies the ethical teaching of the Catholic Church
· Taking life is seen as intrinsically evil and unborn life must be protected
· Natural Law states that preserving the innocent is a primary precept and there are no exceptions which make it right
· Natural Law does not look at the people involved in a decision of abortion, nor the consequences but looks at the act itself
· Reproduction is primary precept and abortion goes against this, it stops the purpose and outcome of procreation
· “Be fruitful and multiply”-Genesis 1:28
· Weak
· Hold the principle of the double effect
· They realise that the advances in medical science have meant that the boundaries between life and death are more flexible than ever before and so would allow exceptions to the general sanctity of life position
· They would appeal to the extraordinary means as a justification for killing and would apply the principle of agape (Christian love)
· However, it is difficult to know the true intentions
· Weak sanctity of life is also the basis for other Christian responses to abortion
· For ex-Church of England’s report of 1965-Abortion:An Ethical Discussion, expresses the overriding compassion for the needs of the mother, especially where there is a threat to her meant or physical health
· Strengths of the Sanctity of Life Argument
· It sees all life as equal
· It states clearly that abortion is wrong and respects the individual’s future
· It gives equal dignity to  all
· Avoid too much group pressure and power
· Weaknesses of the Sanctity of Life argument
· Darwin challenged the Biblical view of the imageo Dei with evolution by natural selection
· Singer-to value human life over animal life is speciesism and so we need to value ALL life not just foetuses
· The Sanctity of Life cannot cope with the conflicts of duty-which is more important the mother or the foetus?
Personhood
· It can be argued that a person has to possess a concept of self, they are self-aware
· Yet babies are not self-aware and most people would agree that killing a baby is a human
· Other criteria includes;
· A person has to be conceived by humans
· A person has to have a genetic human structure
· They have to look like a human
· A person has a soul
· A person is viable
· A person has a future like ours
· Mary Anne warren suggest further criteria;
· Sentience-the ability to have conscious experiences
· Emotionality-the ability to feel happy, sad, loving
· Reason-The ability to solve new and complex problems
· The capacity to communicate
· Self-awareness-awareness of oneself as an individual and as a member of a social group
· Moral agency-the ability to regulate ones actions through moral principles
· Warren states that it is not necessary to have all of these attributes as many do not have them all but are still people
· A foetus however does not have any of these and so is not a person
· Others argue that a foetus is a potential person
· If you kill a person the most important thing you take is their future and the same can be said for a foetus
· They and others will never be able to benefit from their potential talents
· Looking at the foetus as a person removes the speculations about when the foetus has a soul
· But at what point does a foetus become a potential person?
· Is it right to judge a foetus by what it may be?
· Thompson argues that even if the foetus is a person abortion is morally justified
· She states that if a foetus has the same right to life as any other human being, women are not morally obliged to complete every unwanted pregnancy
· Thompson concludes that unwilling persons should not be required to be extremely good Samaritans, there is a gap between the claim that a human being has a right to life and the claim that other human beings are morally obliged to do whatever is necessary to keep anyone alive
· Thompson’s view mainly applies to cases of rape and unwanted pregnancies-even if it is agreed that the embryo has a right to be kept alive the mother cannot be obliged to carry this unwanted embryo
· Does the embryo have the right to use its mother’s resources?
The Law and Arguments For/Against
· UK Law
· A woman must go through two doctors, person opinion can influence a decision
· It is legal if there is a risk to mother
· Legal before 24 weeks unless women’s life is at risk/child has serous disabilities-then becomes 39 weeks and 5 days
· Legal if there is serious risk to the mothers mental wellbeing (used for rape)
· Legal is there is serious risk to existing children of the mother (care/financial burden or emotional neglect)
· For a Change in the Law
· The youngest baby to survive was born at 20 weeks and survived
· Doctors do not always get it right as there may not be  disability
· One woman used the law to abort a baby as she had a holiday booked and would be in no fly zone for flight-claimed it would damage wellbeing
· You cannot measure a woman’s mental wellbeing and so system may be abused
· Law does not involve the father’s rights
· Fuller-“ It is common sense that the law should be made twenty weeks as the care for premature babies has improved rapidly”
· Against a Change in the Law
· Before 1967 many women had backstreet abortions which were done unprofessionally at about £1000 and carried risk of death, involved injecting poisonous solutions into the mother or objects to dislodge foetus
· Only a minority play the system and you cannot change it due to rare cases
· Only a minority are born at 20 weeks and live
· Severe foetal disabilities are usually discovered at about 20 weeks
· Can’t make it in depth due to diverse views
· So many possible situations where an abortion is needed you cannot legislate all
· Abortion Rights-“Women’s rights should not be driven back”
Ethical Issues Involved in Legislating Abortion
· Many argue for a women’s right to choose what to do with their own bodies and that the right to abortion is vital for women to achieve their potential as far as employment, education prospects, incomes and opportunities are concerned
· Some would argue that denying abortion is a barrier to full equality to women
· This approach points out that women are also  people are not just a foetus container
· Condit (Decoding Abortion Rhetoric)-“She should be allowed to make the choice as to whether to continue or terminate her pregnancy”
· This states that it is a woman’s right to end her pregnancy
· The feminist position puts the rights of the woman above the foetus or the father and says that abortion is needed for any hope of equality-abortion should not just be legal in cases of abnormality
· Could abortion also not lead to discrimination against the disabled and show that society gives little value for the disabled?
· However, the law does not force a women with a disabled foetus to abort it but the doctors seek to meet the women’s request if she feels she wants to end the pregnancy
· In reality, doctors often encourage a woman to abort an abnormal foetus assuming that it is in the public’s interest if there are less children with Down’s Syndrome
· A woman who is told her foetus will have Down’s Syndrome will often abort as she feels that she shall not be supported by society or by the health and education services
· The ethical issue that needs to be considered is whether the woman should be allowed to make decisions on the basis of her own conscious, not cultural or economic factors
· However, often a woman is not supported in the consequences of her choices; she is expected to take responsibility for the disabled child on the grounds that she had the choice to abort
· What if there was no abortion law? The dangers of backstreet abortions and forced pregnancies
· Abortion is needed to ensure women live and can gain access to employment/education they deserve
Issues Arising from Abortion
· Does the Definition of Human Life Stop Abortion from Being Murder?
· Murder implies the killing of human beings, so in order to answer this it is necessary to consider what is a human being
· Also, in some cases the situation is taken into account and does change the judgement of courts and the punishment given out in murder- typically for self-defence
· What do we mean by murder?
· What do we mean by human life?
· The foetus is physically dependent on the mother for everything-oxygen and food
· Anything the mother does will affect the foetus-smoking
· This is different from the new born baby who is dependent on society
· The foetus is not as independent as a baby
· Therefore, perhaps being human is independently living even if you rely on others
· But abortion kills a POTNETIAL life
· Can Abortion Ever Be Said to Be Good?
· Abortion may be seen as the lesser of two evils in cases of rape and incest
· Killing is evil but justified in situations such as self-defence
· Thomson says abortion should be seen in the same way
· There are two ways to look at this question;
· Deontological ethics would say that an action is always right or wrong
· Natural law would say that abortion is never good as it stops procreation
· Most teleological theories consider abortion to be good in some situations
· Utilitarianism does not accept the principle that human life has absolute less value and that this should be up heals whatever the consequences but attempts to asses each individual situation on its own merits to provide the greatest happiness for those concerned
· But this only works if it is possible to assess the results of an abortion and decide if this favours all concerned
· This is difficult as we cannot predict every consequence
· The abortion may go wrong, so she can no longer have further children
· Preference Utilitarianism may be better as it considers the preferences of the mother and the harm to others
· But in some causes Utilitarianism may suggest a no to abortion-what if the mother’s mental wellbeing is damaged
· Do Humans have a Right to Life?
· A potential person must always be given full human rights unless its existence interferes with the right to life, freedom and pursuit of happiness of an existing and conscious human being
· In some ways, a foetus does not have rights before birth but when born it has full human rights
· It is not possible to have two entities with equal rights occupying the same body-one will always have a greater right to life
· After birth, the baby is still in many ways a potential person but no longer occupies the same body as the mother and has the full support of the law in demanding its right to life
· For Christianity, the foetus has a right to life as it is a creation in the image of God-this  foetus is  a person in the process of becoming and not a thing in the process of becoming a person
· If a foetus is a person it is sacred and we should give it the right to life






