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	Introduction:
Different social groups use different religious organisation depending on the position they are in or the society at the time
Old more likely to be religious than the young, use traditional organisation that promote values of society they grew up in 
Working class, MEGs and women most likely to use sects, help their marginalised position
Middle class most likely to use tradition religions, spiritually deprived
Men and the young are the least likely to use religion
Doesn’t promote their values or interest  

	FOR

	Study
	State
	Reference

	Weber Marginalisation, Working class 
	Weber
· Traditional religious organisation are ideological conservative
· Sects arise to marginal groups in society 
· Those outside of mainstream society 
· Theodicy of dispriviledge, religious explanation for their position 
Wilson
· War, natural disaster, economic collapse 
	 Peoples temple
· Most membership was working class
· People who felt marginalised in American society 
· Peoples temple took them away from society
· Jones town 

	Wallis Relative Deprivation, Middle Class
	Wilson
· Marginalisation doesn’t explain why the middle class use sects and cults 
· Spiritually deprived in a materialistic, impersonal world
· Seek salvation through sect
Stark and Bainbridge
· Relatively deprived most likely to break away 
· Churches split when they compromise their belief
· Less successful split breaks away 
	· Churches moving away from conservative beliefs that middle class hold
· E.g. Allowing women priests, gay marriage in the future
New Christian right
· Break away sect from Christian church
· Trying to bring back the church to God 
· Conservative values, women in the home, no divorce no abortion


	Voas and Crockett The Young 
	Ageing effect
· People turn to religion as they get older 
· As we approach death, naturally more concerned with the spiritual (HEELAS)
Generational effect 
· As society become more secular, each new generation is less religious than the last
· More old than young in congregations 
· Old likely to use traditional organisations as it promotes the values of the society they grew up in
· Young more likely to be atheist 
Gill
· No religious socialisation 
Those bought up without religion unlikely to find later interest
	1) Services boring, repetitive, old fashioned, full of old people 
· Not in touch with new style and attitude 
2) Sexual promiscuity, abortion, contraception, gay rights
· All unlikely to be accepted, don’t want to be stigmatised
· Archbishop of Canterbury, C.E like an elderly lady that mutter to herself
· If he sees it this way, young children will follow 
3) Clubs and pubs open for long hours
· Shops no longer shut on a Sunday 


	Men and Women
Miller and Hoffmann
	Women in traditional religions
· Differential socialisation and differential roles
· Women socialised to be passive, obedient and caring
· Men with these qualities are more likely to be religious 
· Women use church to form identity 
· Men’s identity is formed by their job and their wealth
· Men are risk takers 
· Being religious is seen as risk taking behaviour 

	· Women are socialised to be caring, church fits in with the expressive role
· Church doesn’t reflect instrumental role qualities, e.g. competitors, go getters
· Men are less likely to become ill due to physical build
· Men less likely to be in poverty to due higher paid labour

	Minority ethnic groups, cultural defence BIRD AND BRUCE
	· Minority ethnic groups use religion as an identity in a new society (BRUCE)
· Increase in migration into the UK
· Bring religion with them from their nation
· Minorities use religion for a basis of community and solidarity
· Way of coping with racism (BIRD)
	· White Christians may not actively welcome African and Black Christians 
· This leads them to join Black led churches



	AGAINST

	Study
	Reference 
	Further Criticise

	Niebuhr 
	Sects die when the groups are no longer marginal
Niebuhr, protestant ethic effect
· People become more bureaucratic
· Become upwardly mobile
· Once they gain wealth they no longer need religion as they are no longer marginal

	Marxists
· Working class will always need religion in capitalist society 
· Can’t become upwardly mobile as religion keeps them in their position
· Working class are more likely to use traditional religions as they help cushion the effects of capitalism 
· Religion is an opium for the people
· Examples of four functions

	Commitment
	· Middle class less likely to use religion due to the commitment 
· World rejecting sects need high commitment that middle class can’t give
· Middle class usually in full time jobs 
· Middle class women are jugglers, Having to juggle housework and part-time job
· Religion has lost influence, Parsons, social differentiation 
· Family and work is now a more important sphere
	Davie
· People no longer need to attend to be religious 
· Religion has become more privatised
· Religion in the home
· E.g. the pope on twitter
· Traditional religion promotes middle class values so they are still likely to use it 

	

	Lynch
Hervier-leger
	Lynch
· Expanded spiritual market place
· Move away from traditional, but towards new spiritual ideas 
· Young building new religious beliefs and identities
Lyon
· Relocation of religion 
· Religion has become more modern
· Globalisation had led to religion in new forms that are more likely to attract the young
	· If the young have not been socialised with religion, they are unlikely to pick it up when they grow up
· Only children with strong religious socialisation likely to be religious when they older
· Children that grew up with religion don’t know otherwise 

	Brown
Woodhead and Heels
	Brown 
· Women have begun to reject religions bound up with traditional gender roles
· New age are ‘self-religions’ 
· Appeal to women’s wish for autonomy/independence
Heelas and Woodhead 
· Home Centred, use religion most, reflects values 
· Jugglers, use spiritual movements
· Work centred, don’t need religion, same values as men

	Kendal study 
· 80% of the holistic milieu were women
· Women are closer to nature
· Healing power gives women worth

	· Women’s position in society has improved so they no longer need religion
· Brierley, drastic decline in church going among women aged 30-45, 65% fall in Sunday church attendance
· More likely to see the work centred women in today’s society 
· Women and men no longer need religion 

	Bruce
	Religious pluralism
· Cultural diversity has brought religious diversity
· Migration, globalisation
· People moving around and bringing their culture with them 
· 
	·  Islam still put strong emphasis on teaching the second generation
· Honour killings occur due to second generation not being religious 
· Arranged marriages
· Still high control over the young
· Seen as a disgrace upon the family to not be religious

	Conclusion:
Any marginalised group in society is likely to use sects
Once they are no longer in this marginal position, no longer need religion
As society become more democratic in all areas, many social groups will no longer need religion 
We are likely to see religion to go into decline, as the old were in a society that was much more religious
When there generation die out, new generation of sects cults and new religious movements likely to dominate, or no religion will exist at all
25% atheist in 2011 consensus 



