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	Niebuhr 
	Sects/World rejecting NRM are short lived, they die out
1) Protestant ethic effect, sects practice asceticism, compromise with world
2) Death of leader, collapse 
3) Revolutionary suicide, sect dies with its members
	· Weber, Calvinist
· Recent death of Sun Myung Moon
· Revolutionary suicide of the peoples temple
	Aldridge
· Sects have been successful in socialising their children
· Not all sects need a charismatic leader
· E.g. Sung Myung Moon replaced with son, doesn’t have same charismatic qualities but sect still strong
Wilson
Depends on the type of sect as to whether it dies out 
1) Conservationist sects,   turn into denominations
· Aim to convert large numbers of people into formal denominations
· Salvation army
1) Adventist sects, await second coming of Christ
· Separate from outside world 
· Become established sects
· Seventh day, Jehovah’s witness 
	· The sects are not likely to gain followers, leading to risk of death of sect
· Don’t water down beliefs, no tolerance to other beliefs

	Barker, Niebuhr, Becker 
	· Heavy commitment of world rejecting NRMs is hard to maintain (BARKER)
· Second generation, fervour their parents, lack commitment (NEIBUHR)
· Becker, ‘sect cools down’ loses initial fervour, become more world accommodating and respectable 
	Methodism 
· Started out as a sect that promoted method 
· Devoted to study, prayer and helping the underprivileged
· Gained followers, renamed ‘The Methodist Church’
· Became more world accommodating 
	Stark and Bainbridge, 
Once initial fervour occurs, sect may break away in a further schism  
1) Schism, tension between ADV and DISADV
2) Break away, form world rejecting sect
3) Initial fervour, charismatic leader + tension between sect and wider society
4) Denominalisation, protestant ethic effect, second generation make fervour disappear 
5) Establishment, sect become more world accepting, tension with wider society disappears
6) Further schism, less ADV members break away to form new sect
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	Cults, World affirming NRM, NAMs
	Stark and Bainbridge
· Cults offer this-worldly benefits
· Audience cults and Client cults
· Highly spiritual 
· They won’t grow and evolve as they focus on individuals needs
· Cults don’t have huge membership 
	Cults
· Church of scientology 
· Self-help organisation
· Equip you with strategies for self-improvement 
· Once you have the strategies you know longer need to attend 

	Postmodernism
· Cults are not short lived 
· They exist alongside other organisations, adding more choice to the spiritual market
· Hervier Leger, spiritual shopping 
	

	Conclusion:
World rejecting sects are unlikely to keep up membership
In today’s society, women and men work, less likely to be able to hold up membership 
Cults and world affirming sects are likely to be more popular in today’s society due to their weak sense of membership
On the other hand the growth in these groups is not making up for the decline in tradition religions 




