Both Jack (4 years, 3 months) and Ruth (2 years, 9 months) according to the stages of children’s development are within the “post telegraphic stage”, which is normally reached around 2 years 6 months. The main characteristic of this stage is that the child can now combine three or more words in an utterance. To analyse the language used by the children and their caregivers, I will be looking at the grammar, child directed speech, gender and techniques used by the interactive book.
In regards to grammar, it would be expected that both children show signs of being able to utter simple, compound and complex sentences with minimal problems. If we were to further judge by age only, we should also find that Jack should be able to utter complex sentences with more ease than his sister. On line 29, we can see that Jack’s ability to combine a simple sentence followed by a question is a fairly normal technique which is expected of a child his age. You can also notice that within that sentence, Jack changes his use of the word “which” to better accommodate what he was trying to say – another technique which shows that his development is on track for his age. Ruth also shows similar positive development for her age. She is also able to utter sentences of greater length – as shown on line 26 – but it is to be noted that she couldn’t find the adjective to describe what she was thinking of, and had to resort to using a visual aid in the book. Compound sentences are occasionally constructed by Jack (line 47 and 63) however it is missing from Ruth’s utterances completely. There is something to be said for the contextual factor of the book’s style of questions (which will be covered in a later paragraph) which could be argued that it encourages the answers to be fairly simple, with no need for either child to utter a complex answer. A final note to make in regards to grammar and length of utterance is the fact that Ruth has less utterance; possible evidence of the children taking roles based on their gender. This is covered in more detail within the third paragraph.
Child Directed Speech, or parentese, is the language used by adults when speaking to a child. In the case of this transcript, the mother shows evidence of using a Language Acquisition Support System, or LASS to help the children’s language development. LASS is a theory coined by Jerome Bruner that is described as the set of interactions and relationships that supports and encourages a child’s progress. The LASS is evident on line 5, for example, when the mum not only replies “oh wow” - a useful tool for a child to know that the parent is still interested in conversation – but also says “would it be a bit hot” which shows that she is trying to interact with the children and get them to think about the things that they say. Another type of child directed speech which is very common is the manner in which the mother sets the conversational template. She reads out the question from the book and gives both children a chance to answer the question. Not only is this allowing both children to interact, but it also gives them a template to be able to work their own conversations in the future. Other evidence of child directed speech used in the text is when she calls Ruth “Ruthie”, which is something a mother is more inclined to say to the daughter as a nickname. Finally, she tries to create a fair scenario on line 63 where it looks like both of the children would start arguing by offering a third option suitable for both.
Gender is a topic also worth talking about when it comes to this transcript. The children are at an age where they are starting to become more aware of the differences of their genders and this is shown through the choices they pick in the answers to their questions. On line 60, we deduce that Jack choses a spaceship and Ruth chooses a palace when asked the question “what kind of home would you choose” (line 53). A spaceship compared to a palace is a typical male choice – which shows that the children are aware of the gender difference between them and are playing to the roles in accordance. This gender role also affects their language, as Jack, on occasion, uses firm terms such as “no no” and Ruth seems to be a little more tentative as shown on lines 38 and 39 where she allows Jack to interrupt her and doesn’t make an attempt to finish off what she was trying to say. A note to keep in mind is that you could argue that Jack’s more aggressive tone of voice could also be due to the fact that he’s older – therefore power due to age could be more of a factor, and not just a gender difference as Ruth doesn’t always back off when Jack makes a firm claim. In line 60, Jack tries to tell Ruth what to do but Ruth argued back firmly, which shows that she is capable of playing contesting Jack’s power when she feel strongly about a topic. The mother is also a factor in gender. She seems to have a lot of patience with the children, which is one of the factors of women’s conversation according to Robyn Lakoff. She doesn’t seem to react to the interruptions in the conversation firmly, instead allowing the children to interrupt. However, she does take hold of the conversation when it seems like an argument will break out on line 63.
The book and its techniques are also factors to keep in mind when it comes to the children’s language development. The questions it asks are open and broad which is done on purpose to allow the children to be able to come up with a greater ranger of answers and not get “stuck”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, I believe that both children are showing features of language development that is positive for their ages. Both Jack and Ruth through their grammar and use of lexis shows that they are within the post-telegraphic stage and advancing progressively as they grow older. They are also getting more aware of the differences between their gender, and how it affects their use of language. The caregiver – their mother – also uses various methods of child directed speech to ensure the conversation flows between the children and thus improves their ability to freely converse with themselves, and others to come in the future.
