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· Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed Queen but popular support for Mary was quick to appear.
· Mary was proclaimed Queen by many ordinary people in East Anglia. 
· She was proclaimed queen in Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Northamptonshire and the north.
· The Earl of Oxford was intimidated into proclaiming her by his household staff.
· Naval squadron sent by Northumberland to prevent Mary’s escape mutinied.
· As Northumberland was absent, the council deserted him - proclaiming Mary to be Queen on 19th July in London. 
· Much evidence for massive popular rejoicing and celebrations in many parts of the country.

The personality and policies of Mary I
Mary’s accession and the establishment of the Marian reign
· Mary's ascension was favoured by the English people. 
· English people wanted the legitimate succession as they were against previous religious reforms.
· Scale of Mary’s popularity was due to the devotion of the Catholic faith held by most people. 
· Restoration of "old religion" was anticipated in many parts of the country, despite Edwardian laws still in place.
· In some areas, altars were rebuilt and masses were said.
· In London where Protestantism was well established, people rushed to restore Catholicism.
· Churchwarden’s records show service books in Latin were bought quickly and alter stones restored.
· Altars, images and crucifixes return.
· All of this was without any act or law. It was spontaneous although illegal due to reforms. 
· Parishes were happy to go to the expense of re-equipping churches with Catholic items despite financial concerns.
· However, such changes were not universally accepted. There was trouble in a few areas of the country such as Essex, Kent and Norfolk.
· But almost everywhere there were "phased and realistic plans of restoration". 
· Hallmark of Marian regime: local enthusiasm produced a lot of money that could be spent on popular projects. 
Issues
· Mary was inheriting a kingdom which had many religious divisions, her role as a partisan was unlikely to calm this.
· Mary was not brought up to rule. Although brave and decisive she had little political instinct to help her cope with challenged which confronted her.
· Many of her supporters were not politically from the front rank and had no serious experience in government.
· Therefore she had to rely on those who served Edward.
· Some new councillors were self-selecting.
· Bishop Gardiner was appointed councillor. He was a steadfast upholder of religious conservatism. Joined by other churchmen who had been excluded in Edward's reign.
· By the end Mary had appointed 50 councillors.
· Appointing many councillorspossibly led to the inefficient and faction-ridden government - backs claim that Mary’s decision to marry Philip of Spain was never discussed formally in Council.
· However, this is misleading. Mary seemed to have regarded "councillor" as an honorary title; the working council was much smaller and dominated by experienced figures such as Gardiner, Winchester and Paget.
· Mary distinguished between formal processes of conciliar advice and courtly processes.
· Mary was never at ease with councillors, lost confidence in Paget due to his opposition to the detailed restoration of the English Church to Rome.
· Gardiner’s deathleft gap in government.
· Consequently Mary mainly had the advice of two foreigners, Philip and Renard, the ambassador of Charles V (her cousin/father-in-law).
The Spanish marriage and Wyatt’s Rebellion, 1554
· Once in throne, Mary was eager to get married to produce an heir so that Catholic succession might be guaranteed. Her ages (37) led to marriage ASAP!
· There was an English candidate for marriage: the Earl of Devon. HOWEVER, threat of factional rivalry as the husband's family would become more influential. 
· The Earl of Devon lacked courtly skills - seen as unsuitable by many including Mary. 
· Gardiner was the main supporter of Earl of Devon as he thought a Spanish marriage would offend public opinion.
· Mary's personal preference was Philip II of Spain. This was easily reinforced by her main adviser, Renard.
· Philip was Spanish, Catholic and politically experienced.
· Charles V was far more keen on the marriage than Philip, but eventually Philip responded to his duty and agreed to marriage. 
· English opinion proved to be very hostile as expected by Gardiner.
· The parliament was unsuccessful in talking Mary out of the marriage to Phillip.
· In attempt to calm fears treaty was drawn up: Philip was to be given the TITLE of King, but no power, no foreigners would be entitled to English offices, and if Mary died first, Philip would have no claim to the throne.
· Rebellion had been planned in November 1553. There were to be 4 simultaneous risings: Devon, Hertfordshire, Leicestershire and Kent.
· Plans of rebellion leaked in January 1554 = forced rebels into action.
· Only Kent experienced serious risings. Sir Thomas Wyatt raised a force of 3,000 men.
MOTIVES OF REBELS:
· Motivated by religion, many of Wyatt’s rebels were strong Protestants.
· Xenophobia (fear of foreigners).
· Decline in clothes industrypoor rebels had excuse to express social and economic grievances.
· Rebels attracted gentry who lost their office within the county.
SIGNIFICANCE OF REBELLION:
· Although Protestants were in a minority, their religious opinions could not be ignored.
· Demonstrated extent to which there was popular suspicion of the proposed Spanish marriage.
· Lady Jane Grey’s execution, innocent victim of her father’s support for the rebellion.
· Elizabeth was arrested and confined to the Tower. Mary convinced Elizabeth was aware of the rebel’s intentions. Gardiner and Paget, her interrogators = vested interest into not finding out the full truth. Paget knew that Elizabeth would be queen one day and so he should not do anything to alienate her.
Wyatt’s rebellion...continued
· Wyatt = close to success, he outmanoeuvred the Duke of Norfolk and came close to securing the City of London,
· He succeeded in taking the City; Mary’s reign should have come to a premature end then. However she behaved bravely as well as the council.
The Spanish marriage
· Didn’t take place until late July.
· Philip kept putting off travelling to London for months, eventually arrived at Southampton on 20th July.
· His main English supporter, Paget, had fallen into disfavour and Renard was no longer as close to the centre of power as he had been.
· Mary and Phillip met for first time on 23th July and marriage took place 2 days later in Winchester Cathedral.
· Bad weather upon wedding.
· English court and people were unwelcoming. Hostility between Philip's courtiers and English courtiers.
· Philip found himself marrying a prematurely middle aged woman 11 years older than him, however these attitudes towards love and marriage seemed childlike.
· Philip wanted to spend minimum time in his new kingdom.
· At a basic political level = marriage failed. Mary failed to get pregnant.
· England drawn into the dynasty dispute that pitted the Habsburgs, the rulers of Spain and the Holy Roman Empire, against the Valois, the rulers of France.
· New Pope was pro-France and anti-Spanish, the devoutly Catholic Mary would be on hostile terms with the papacy.

The restoration of Catholicism
· Despite evidence of spontaneous popular Catholicism at the start of Mary’s reign the whole process proved to be much more fraught than Mary has thought.
· Several issues had arisen: Protestantism had attracted adherents in London and other parts of the South.
· Operation of a reformed Church of England was enshrined in statute law.
· Many members of the political elites, on whose support Mary depended had benefited financially from the gain of monastic land and had no desire to surrender what to Mary claimed their ill-gotten gains.
· 80 MP’s voted against the repeal of the Edwardian religious laws.
· 800 people, mostly from political elites, their families and servants went to exile at centres of European Protestantism such as Strasbourg, Geneva & Frankfurt.
· Mary operated cautiously, however some of the most prominent Protestant clergy (including 7 bishops) were deprived of their living and some were imprisoned.
· Foreign Protestants were ordered to leave England. (Most had already left voluntarily).
· Legislative attack on Protestants began with a meeting of Mary’s first parliament in October 1553. = repealed laws passed during Edwards reign and restored the order of service as it had been at the time of Henry VIII’s death.
· Reversing of the Edwardian legislation did not alter the legal status of the Church of Englandcreated dilemma for Mary; to rely on parliamentary legislation to secure reversal of the royal supremacy would acknowledge the legal validity of original laws passed during Henry VIII’s reign. = Mary would be acknowledging the superiority of statue law over divine law: this directly opposed her beliefs.
· Legal changed enabled action to be taken against Protestant clergymenall clergymen who were married could be deprived of their livings.
· Over ¼ of parish clergy of London and Norwich were deprived, some were reinstated when they officially gave up their wives.
· The multiple deprivations = problems for the Church, which already suffered severe manpower problems during Edward’s reign.
· Church’s status resolved at meeting of Mary’s 3rd parliament (Nov 1554- Jan 1555) – delayed process because of land going to private holders from monasteries. 
· Pope Julius + Reginald Pole thought = church won’t get land back. Renard told Charles V that old church land was in the hands of more Catholics than Protestants. 
· Gardiner wanted Pole to keep ready the confirmation of who owned the land when he came. If not then it could lead to parliament preventing return to Catholicism.
· Pole + Julius wanted church to give in to Rome, and individual landowners may get allowances. 
· Council + Emperor Charles + Philip knew this was politically impossible. Pope accepted Charles advice; pole became Archbishop of Canterbury and legate (ambassador). 
· 3rd parliament reversed Henrician Act of Attainder (could make an individual guilty of treason to attain property to the crown) – passed against Pole.
· Church lands are argued about; Pole says civil rulers had no right to get rid of church land whereas councillors said no foreigners had a right over the land. 
· Mary agreed with pole and bluffed by stating she would abdicate – BUT rejected parliaments request of absolution of conscience for monastic property owners (Mary + Parliament conflict about land and who owned it; MP’s had got land and asked Pole to say it was not sinful – he denied – MP’s threaten to rid the bill; turning England into papal jurisdiction). 
· Act of Repeal passed in 1555 with reinstating heresy laws. 
· It took a long time for reinstating Catholicism to be finalised. 
· Matters got worse for Mary when Pope Julius died in 1555  succeeded by anti-Spanish Paul IV.
· Paul IV against Philip and thought Pole was heretic (rejects bits of faith)  led war 1555 with Spain.
· Paul IV withdrew Pole’s legatine commission in April 1557.  Pole could not act on behalf of Pope. 
· June - Pope suspected Pole of heresy (rejecting faith); Mary stopped Pole going to Rome to face charges.
· Mary’s belief in Pole = her refusal to acknowledge superior position of Peto – higher than Archbishop. 
· Mary + Pope – relation worsens. Her efforts to restore Catholicism = insufficient. 
The treatment of Heretics
· Protestant heretics were burnt… = Mary was nicknamed ‘bloody Mary’ because of this massacre 
· 289 Protestants (237 men, 52 women) burnt at the stake.
· Some were famous victims: Archbishop Cranmer; bishops Hooper and Ridley; Hugh Latimer (preacher+ former bishop of Worcester); 21 clergymen; 8 of gentry.
· 60 burnt in London – had a protestant influence; others in Kent, Sussex, Essex, South Anglia + East. 
· Public sympathy and demonstration arose from burning of John Rogers and Rowland Taylor = council worry about effect of burnings. Policy or burnings affected some heresies.
Other religious policies
· Mary’s policy wasn’t repressive. 
· Quality + quantity of church & resources of church needed to be restored. 
· Some areas like Lancaster provided little recruitment for priests. New bishops that were appointed suited their position to Catholicism.
· Poles legatine synod of 1556-7 (right to summon houses of English church + York + Canterbury) clear aims. 
· Proposed to have seminar y at the back of church to train new priests – never put into effect. 
· If pole had more time – his reforms may have worked; his catholic reforms weren’t fast acting in south.  E.g. London had variation in application of Catholicism for parishes. 
The extent to which Mary had transformed the religious situation by 1558
· Most of the country = catholic 
· Plenty delays in reinstating institutional structure + divisions in crown and papacy. 
· Mary was cut off from wider development before accession; Philip wasn’t used to English sentiment before marriage in 1554; Pole (as Robert Tittler says) ‘took England to be as he remembered it rather than it was’.
Mary and Parliament 
· Minority of 80 MP’s opposed reversal of Edwardian religious legislation. 
· Great concerns for property rights = ex-monastic property wasn’t be given back to church, Mary didn’t force this.
· 1555 = bill, allowed to seize land of protestant exiles. 
· 1554 = parliament rejects bill – prevents Philip to become King, also refuses to exclude Elizabeth from succession, following Wyatt’s rebellion. 
Reforms under Mary
· Tudor historian A. F. Pollard says Mary’s reign was ‘sterile’  written under protestant framework.
· Mary wasn’t highly reputed, but had some successes in her reign. 
Financial Reforms 
· Progress in revenue administration. 
· Northumberland had tried to improve economy of crown by setting up commissions, checking system. 
· Some changes implemented in 1554 despite Walter Mildmay were suspected of religious grounds. 
· Court of Exchequer (dep of finance) took over Court of First Fruits and Tenths/ Court of Augmentation (1530’s – check on revenue) but adapted more recent methods. 
· Mary’s mistake = remitting Edward’s direct taxation = cost + cheap popularity. 
· Bad economic state.  
· Security of crown finance boosted by recoinage in 1556-8, implemented under Elizabeth. 
· Introducing New book of rates 1558 = raised custom revenue 
Naval and militia reforms 
· Reorganisation of Finance of navy. 6 new ships made; other repaired; £14,000 to navy.
· System worked efficiently with Treasurer Benjamin Gonson. 
· Reforms laid basis for Elizabeth’s Spanish Armada. 
· Made ways of getting troops. 
Reforms for the towns 
· ‘urban outlook’ for government . involved reforming old rights and making new ones. = uniform structure for towns. 
· Poor organisations in towns often taken over by boroughs. 
Poor Relief
· More active to poor relief.
· Response to problems in country during 1556-8/ 
· Huge mortality rate from influenza epidemic – harvest failures +high taxations needed because of wars with France. 
· Enforcement of laws for grain hoarders – encouraged to convert pasture land to tillage. 

A mid-Tudor crisis?
· Reign of Edward and Mary = unproductive, uncreative and strife-ridden contrasting Elizabeth + Henry’s strong reign
· Faced religious, economic and popularity strife. 
· Reigns faced rebellions but also interference of Nobles.
 E.g. in Edward’s reign – Northumberland/Somerset etc… 
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