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Presbyterians, Puritans and Catholics
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The impact of Presbyterianism and radical Puritans
)

The Presbyterian movement
· Presbyterian believed the Church of England should become more Calvinist (religious doctrine of John Calvin, which maintains that salvation comes through faith in God, and also that God has already chosen those who will believe and be saved) in structure + worship. 
· The movement reflected reactions of worshipers, especially in London, to Vestiarian Controversy (conflict about religious clothes since 1559). 
· Attitudes harden in 1571 due to: 1) cancellation of preaching licences 2) Clergy made to subscribe Thirty Nine Articles + prayer book before new licence is granted
· Dr Thomas Cartwright: encouraged Protestantism through Edward’s reign; he questioned episcopacy (church government + bishops); he was dismissed but appeared as Presbyterian ‘martyr’.
· Cartwright’s younger supporter campaigned against church, publishing Admonitions to Parliament in 1572.
· 1st Admonition (written by 2 clergy(Field + Wilcox) attacking superstitious practice like kneeling to pray; also attacked Book of Common Prayer ‘an unperfect book…out of that popish dunghill’; made Elizabeth angry; both clergy arrested.
· 2nd Admonition (written by Goodman) was more descriptive of the Presbyterian government system. Stated change to the 1559 settlement was essential. Whitgift (later Archbishop of Canterbury in 1583) says it became ‘steps and degrees of anabaptism’ = abusive and means rejection of belief in baptism. 
· Presbyterianism remained a small movement. 
· Edmund Grindal replacing Matthew Parker as Archbishop of Canterbury in 1575  encouraged preaching and was laid back about orthodoxy.  
· Grindal often argued with Elizabeth about (prophesying) unofficial gatherings for preachers to train  differences in perspective of church worsen situations. 
· Grindal though church should be instrument of god and preaching exercise was a good way to spread god’s word. He refused to supress these exercises and tried to persuade Elizabeth. He was suspended. 
· Elizabeth thought Prophesying encouraged radicalism; as Supreme Governor she though there should only be 4 preachers per county.  
· To decrease preachers, government publish homilies scripts that clergy could read instead.
· In 80’s Presbyterianism became organised in classes; usually attracted 20 clergy; many a times meetings arranged in Dedham, Essex 1582-89.
· Radicals like Field saw that classes could form a base for Presbyterianism and try organise synod (exterior church council)
· Attempts to use Parliament to make changes: 1) 1584, Turner introduces ‘Genevan’ prayer book about Presbyterian system of church – ignored. 2) Same attempt in 1587 by Cope, bill was looked at but Privy Council made sure it was dismissed. 
Whitgift’s Articles and the attack on Presbyterianism 
· Whitgift - Made Archbishop of Canterbury in 1583. 
· He preached a sermon at St. Paul’s Cross. Stated anyone declaring to be a puritan being involved with the classes won’t be tolerated. 
· Issued 3 Articles, clergy had to subscribe: 1) Acknowledge the Royal Supremacy 2) agree that Prayer book and Ordinal did not oppose ‘word of god’ 3) accept everything in Thirty-Nine Articles. 
· The 2nd articles led to crisis: as many thought the Prayer book lacked scriptural explanations.
· Victories of Articles: secured removal of Burgley’s protégés Cartwright and Gifford who returned from exile; they were refused licence to preach; had Queen’s support. 
BUT it created distress in church; increased divisions; Queen’s minister not appeased.
· Late 80’s Presbyterianism in decline. Movement weakened by key figure Field’s death in 1589.
· Puritanism was in decline in 80’s despite being a bigger movement. Main leaders, Walsingham, Leicester and Mildmay die closely. Defeat of Armada threatened Catholicism 
Radical Puritans (Separatists): 
· Separatism movement with radical Protestants tried to separate church fro, England. 
· Opposed Queen’s status of Supreme governor of the church of England 
· They had significant movement in 80’s in London and Norwich where Browne became their leader. 
· Browne was made to take exile and leaders Barrow and Greenwood increased activity but support declined.  
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The emergence of Catholic threats
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The Catholic Missions
· In early years Catholic Church made no attempts to challenge Elizabeth. 
· 1568 in Douai, John Bossy’s ‘Rome and Elizabethan Catholics’ (1564), according to Haigh, proves to be ‘an instant educational success’ and created trained new priests in England. More dangerous after Elizabeth’s excommunication in 1570. 
· By 1575, 11 priests came from Douai and by 1580, 100 priests. Forced to work in rich catholic aristocracy. 
· Society of Jesus  JESUITS… appeared in 1580, became involved with education and took up preacher role. First jesuits to become catholic again, Parsons and Campion, were executed in 1581. 
· Trained priests in colleges known as Seminary priests increased the cause of Catholicism. Although they were working under dangerous conditions.
· Almost half priests served to small populations, mostly in London and Essex and with the rich, they become comfortable working in these social groups but also means that poor were limited of Catholicism preaching. 
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· Elizabethan settlement treated Catholics leniently however, not for long.
· 3 acts passed during 1570s and 1580s due to the perception that Catholicism was inherently disloyal.
· 1st act = 1571 bringing into the realm or publication of papal bulls was treasonable following the previous issue of papal bull excommunicating Elizabeth.
· 2nd act = 1581 anti-Catholic act. Fears of Queen and Privy Council heightened by start of the Jesuit mission, rebellion in Ireland and Philip’s annexation of Portugal. 
· Act to Retain the Queen’s Majesty’s Subjects in their Due Obedience made it treason to withdraw subject’s allegiance to either Queen or Church of England.
· Not treasonable to be a Catholic priest however was treasonable to exercise priestly functions.
· Saying mass was punishable = heavy fine and imprisonment.
· Fine for non-attendance at Church was raised to £20 a month.
· 4 priests executed in 1581 increased to 11 a year later.
· 1585: Queen and the Privy Council= paranoid about what they presumed to be the Catholic threat.
· 179 missionary priests in England 1580-5.
· International situation was becoming desperate for the Protestant cause Assassination of William of Orange → possible Spanish victory in the Netherlands.
· Dec 1584= Philip II had made an alliance with the Catholic League in FrancePrivy Council thought England was threatened by international Catholic superpower.
· This fear led to the Act against Jesuits and Seminary Priests 1585 were passed  made it treasonable for any priest ordained under Pope’s authority to enter England.
· 123 priests were convicted and executed 1586-1603.
· 1587: law relating to recusancy fines tightened.
· Any recusant who defaulted on his fines could have two thirds of his estate seized.
Dangers from internal Catholic rebellion against Elizabeth
· Councillors presumed Catholics were rebellious. Previous Catholic rebellion in 1569 led to the papal bull excommunicating Elizabeth removed Catholics from the need to obey their ruler.
· Fear intensified by Throckmorton Plot which assumed Catholic aristocracy and gentry of sussex would rise in rebellion.
· Bond of Association= drafted by Burghley and Walsingham in October 1584.
· Anyone who took the oath of association was required to execute anyone who attempted or succeeded in usurping the throne or who made an attempt on Elizabeth’s life or succeeded in that attempt.
· Limited membership of oath permitted at first however, taken by many in Yorkshire.
· Bill introduced to statutory backing to the Association however, threat reduced and therefore Statutory form was less severe than the original bond intended to be.
· Haigh responded to this bill as: “a panic response to an exaggerated threat, which demonstrated a lack of confidence in the formal mechanisms of government and public order and in the breadth of support the regime enjoyed”.
Catholic plots against Elizabeth and the role of Mary Stuart
· Mary Stuart’s flight into England caused problems.
· Some Catholics saw her as the rightful monarch.
· Assumption that Mary was Elizabeth’s legitimate heir → focus of plots to secure overthrow of Eliz.
The Ridolfi Plot, 1571
· Ridolfi = banker from Florence, wanted to secure landing of Spanish troops at Harwich in Essex.
· They would march on Londonoverthrow Elizabeth, marry Mary to Duke of Norfolk=Mary would be Queen.
· Plot was uncovered when one of Ridolfi’s messengers was apprehended at Dover and cracked under torture.
· It depended on the support of Philip of Spain and the Duke of Alba, neither wanted Mary on the throne.
· Ridolfi might have been a double agent working for Burghley, anxious to find incriminating evidence against Mary, Mary denied involvement.
· Uncovering of plot gave Burghley opportunity to strike at Norfolk and Mary as chances of success increased.
· He sought to use parliamentary pressure to force Elizabeth to execute Norfolk and attaint Mary of treason
· Elizabeth agreed to the execution of Norfolk but refused to deny Mary her succession rights.
The Throckmorton Plot, 1583
· Two parts to the conspiracy.
· 1 – Spanish landing in Catholic Lancashire was a fantasy.
· 2 – landing in Sussex by a force under command of Mary’s cousin, Duke of Guise seems to have been more plausible. 
· Hope that Sussex landing would generate support from locally based Catholic aristocrats e.g. Arundel/Northumberland.
· Conspiracy broken when Walsingham had a mole in the French embassy from whose information he was able to target Throckmorton → who confessed and was executed for treason.
· However, principal conspirator was Mendoza= Spanish ambassador and he was expelled from the country.
· Arundel was permanently imprisoned in the Tower. 
· Throckmorton plot led to the Bond of Association.
· Undermined the poisonous state of Anglo-Spanish relations and led to Mary being watched closer.
The Parry Plot, 1585
· William Parry confessed to plotting to assassinate the Queen and replace her with Mary.
· Parry had been employed by Burghley as an agent spying on Catholic exiles.
· One explanation for Parry is that Burghley and Walsingham decided to get rid of him either because he had outlived his usefulness or because he knew too much about their operations.
· More likely explanations: Parry was converted to the militant Catholic cause while undertaking his espionage and was recruited as a double agent in order to assassinate the Queen.
· Parry was executed for treason.
· Plot’s uncovering helped to ensure that the bill for the Queen’s safety was passed through quicker.
The Babington Plot, 1586
· Babington had close contacts with English priests in France and Mendoza.
· Mendoza’s aim was to launch a Spanish invasion of England while at the same time promoting a Catholic uprising – to assassinate Elizabeth and replace her with Mary.
· Babington wrote to Mary asking her approval but the letter was intercepted by Walsingham and kept by him to gather evidence against Mary.
· Babington’s role was uncovered and he was interrogated without being charged.
· He almost spoiled Walsingham’s plans by backing out and had to be persuaded to continue by Gifford, Walsingham’s double agent.
· Babington wrote to Mary asking for her approvalLetter was intercepted by Walsingham’s code breaker, decoded then sent original to Mary.
· Mary consented to Elizabeth’s assassination → Walsingham had the evidence he needed. 
· Babington was arrested and Mary’s papers seized and examined.
· Babington and his conspirators executed in September, Mary’s trial began in October.
· Elizabeth had no political need to keep Mary aliveMary faced trail at Fotheringay Castle in Northamptonshire on 21st September.
· Was to be tried by 24 privy councillors and nobles, assisted by judges.
· At first Mary refused to cooperate however, eventually Mary gave in after she was persuaded her reputation would be damaged if she refused to defend herself and the trial took place.
· Elizabeth shrank from ordering the execution of a fellow anointed ruler.
· 4 months of delays during which Elizabeth avoided her execution to ensure that there would not be a hostile response from Scotland and France.
· Elizabeth hoped Mary would be murdered, Burghley wanted her executed.
· 4 Dec: death sentence to be pronounced formally1 Feb: Queen signed the death warrant following fears of Spanish landing/Mary escaping from custody.
· Privy Council despatched the warrant without telling Elizabeth until the execution had taken place.
· Secrecy shows that Elizabeth did not intend the document to be sealed.
· Burghley viewed Elizabeth’s safety and the security of England needing Mary’s execution.
· 8Feb: Mary was executed on 8th Feb, in eyes of many she died as a martyr for her Catholic faith.



 
