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       The Netherlands and England’s foreign relations

· The fate of the Netherlands dominated the thinking of Elizabeth and her Privy Council for many years, which also brought about the deterioration in Anglo-Spanish relations that culminated in full-scale war.
· R.B. Wernham- Argued that Elizabeth followed a consistent and ultimately successful policy towards the Netherlands. 

· Her policy was founded on fear of France as much as fear of Spain and that ideally, she wanted the Netherlands to maintain their status as a semi-independent and self governing part of the Spanish Empire.
· Charles Wilson- Differed as he claimed that Elizabeth’s policies were inconsistent and largely unsuccessful.

· Her fear of France was exaggerated and the failure of her policies ( divisions among the rebels in 1577 and the disastrous Anjou intervention from 1581.
· Wallace MacCaffrey- Suggested that Elizabeth was both more successful than Wilson claimed but less successful and consistent than Wernham argued. 

· She was able to prevent the French from gaining control of the Netherlands and was able to secure the removal of Spanish troops from the Netherlands in 1577.
· By expelling the Sea Beggars, Dutch pirates licensed by William of Orange, in 1572 Elizabeth contributed significantly to the decline of Anglo Spanish relations as the Sea Beggars were forced to land in the Dutch port of Brielle.
· Their occupation of the port ( full scale revolt against the repressive policies and high taxation of the Duke of Alba.
· Elizabeth offered covert help to the rebels by allowing them to recruit English soldiers and by attempting to prevent English recruitment to Alba’s service. 
· Spanish actions during 1575-6 ( all of the provinces of Netherlands to rise against what they saw as atrocities by the Spanish army, most especially the ‘Spanish Fury’ when, in November 1576, Spanish troops went on a murdering and plundering rampage in the city of Antwerp. 
· They produced the Pacification of Ghent, which called for the expulsion of all foreign troops and the restoration of the provinces’ autonomy (independence). This coincided exactly with Elizabeth’s policy aims and for a while it seemed that her policy was triumphant. 
· However, the rebellion resumed in the following year and Spanish troops once again returned to the Netherlands. 

· Intelligence information suggested that the French might be about aid the Spanish governor, Don John of Austria, who had been in contact with Mary Queen of Scots 

· In an attempt to boost the rebels, Elizabeth, with the support of the Privy Council, promised the Dutch Estates- General £100,000 as well as military support should the French try to invade, informing Philip II that she would go through with it if he did not accept the Pacification of Ghent and recall Don John.

· Elizabeth realised that she could not afford to let either Spain or France control the Netherlands so she compromised and hired a mercenary army to fight on behalf of the rebels. 
· Although, she was faced with a situation in which the rebels became irrevocably divided, largely on religious grounds, thereby negating the basis of a policy that had been founded on the assumption of rebel unity at the time of the Pacification of Ghent. 

· Susan Doran- Elizabeth’s policy was in’ disarray’
· With the Duke of Anjou poised to invade the Netherlands, these were the strategic circumstances in which Elizabeth contemplated marriage to Anjou to get her out of this mess. 

· Spanish power had been increased by the virtual annexation of Portugal in 1580 ( the emergence of 2 separate entities, the Union of Utrecht (largely northern and Protestant) and the Union of Arras (largely southern and Catholic) 

· The Spanish made their peace with the Union of Arras, thereby creating the basis on which the new and more impressive Governor-General, the Duke of Parma, could begin his reconquest of the Northern provinces.
· This forced Elizabeth into a more overtly anti-Spanish position ( her supporting the Portuguese pretender Don Antonio; by knighting Francis Drake on circumventing the globe and irritating the Spanish hugely in the process; and by tolerating the ill treatment of the Spanish Ambassador at Court. 

· Things went from bad to worse as Henry III of France refused to join an anti-Spanish alliance. 

· Moreover, the rebels’ inspirational leader, William of Orange, was assassinated in 1584
· Once the rebels were defeated, it seemed only a matter of time before the Spanish turned their attention to the English
· This seemed imminent as Philip II and the Catholic League in France came to an agreement in the Treaty of Joinville at the end of 1584.

· This put pressure of Elizabeth as the Guise family led the Catholic League ( there was no reason that Philip II could not support Mary Queen of Scots.
· To counteract the terms of the Treaty of Joinville, Elizabeth was forced into formal alliance with the Dutch Rebels in the Treaty of Nonsuch in 1585. 
· Elizabeth declined sovereignty of the United Provinces, but agreed to 6,400 infantry and 1,000 cavalry under English command. 

· The Crown was given control of the Zeeland ports of Brielle and Vlissingen, as security.

· Although she hoped to avoid war, Elizabeth sent Drake to secure English ships in the Caribbean and raid Spanish ports. Additionally she sent troops to the Netherlands under the command of Earl of Leicester which turned out to be a disaster because:
- The troops, badly and irregularly paid, were so ill disciplined that they alienated the Dutch
- The Dutch felt especially betrayed when 2 officers, William Stanley and Rowland Yorke, deserted and joined Parma, presenting him in the process with the strategically significant towns of Zutphen and Deventer which the English had earlier captured
- The English commanders quarrelled amongst themselves
- Leicester quarrelled with the Dutch over issues such as taxation, religion and his attempt to prohibit trade with the Southern Netherlands, which might have made perfect strategic sense but took little account of Dutch sensitivities.
· With relations at breaking point, Leicester returned to England and resigned his command in January 1588.

· Elizabeth was fortunate that the relations between England and the Netherlands were not completely fractured and that she could still rely on Dutch support during the Armada Crisis. 
England and France
· The Treaty of Blois in April 1572 marked a significant improvement in Anglo-French relations
· However these relations were all but destroyed by the St Bartholomew’s Massacre, in which thousands of French Huguenots- in Paris to celebrate the marriage of their political leader Henri de Navarre to the king’s sister, Marguerite de Valois- were murdered. 
· Strategic necessity caused by deteriorating relations with Spain forced the English into continuing good relations with France despite their disgust at the massacre.
· John Guy- [Elizabeth’s policy] was an attempt to reconcile conflicting strategic, religious and commercial interests at minimal cost. 
· The marriage alliance of the Duke of Anjou and Elizabeth seemed generally detested as the Privy Council did not want too close a link with the Catholic Valois whilst also suspecting Anjou to be an unreliable and unsavoury character. In the same way, sermons were preached against the match.
· The breakdown of the marriage alliance did not alter the fact that Spanish power was increasing.
· As a result, in an attempt to strengthen Anglo-French relations, in 1581, Elizabeth sent Walsingham to King Henry III with the offer of an Anglo- French league and aid for an expedition to the Netherlands to be led by Anjou.
· Henry was suspicious so he agreed to the terms on the condition that Elizabeth and Anjou get married.
· For Elizabeth, the Spanish threat remained dominant so she decided to support an expedition to the Netherlands led by Anjou
· However, in this instance, Elizabeth allowed her affection for Anjou to cloud her judgement, as the expedition proved to be a disaster.
· Anjou, unable to accept the limitations put upon him by the Estates-General, attempted a coup d’état (overthrow) by sacking the city of Antwerp
· The attempt failed and Anjou was humiliatingly driven out of the Netherlands 
· Any further efforts at securing French help were nullified by the rapid decline in Henry III’s power when faced by the combined hostility of Philip II and the French Catholic League.
Overseas trade and plans for colonisation

· The main changes in English trading pattern in the 1580s were twofold.
· Main markets for English wool moved from the southern to the northern Netherlands and there was an increase in trade with the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire.
· David Palliser- England remained ‘relatively backward’ in its exploitation of trading opportunities
· The suggestion that England should start colonising North America originated with the entrepreneur and explorer, Humphrey Gilbert and then was given more backing by Richard Hakluyt.
· Hakluyt, a clergyman and geographer, was closely linked to Gilbert’s half brother Raleigh presented the idea to the Queen
· Raleigh gained the support of prominent investors including Sir Francis Walsingham and in 1585, he received from the Queen a patent to colonise Virginia ( two expeditions sailed for Virginia
· However, attempts at colonisation proved to be disastrous, from a combination of poor organisation, ill luck and reluctance by a Queen to give the matter priority when she was faced by war with Spain.
The deterioration in Anglo-Spanish relations and the Armada

The origins of war with Spain

· The deterioration in Anglo-Spanish relations began in the late 1560s.
· On the Spanish side, Philip had become more resentful of what he considered to be Elizabeth’s challenges to his sovereignty in the Netherlands.
· He was also resentful of Elizabeth’s reaction to his acquisition of Portugal in 1580 whilst Elizabeth had assisted the Portuguese pretender Don Antonio
· Elizabeth’s support to Don Antonio’s attack on the Azores in 1580-1 infuriated Philip as he envisaged Azores becoming a vital base in Spanish communications with the New World, and also feared that if the English settled themselves in the Azores they would destroy the whole basis of Spanish trade with the Americas.
· Elizabeth had become increasingly offended by Spanish involvement in plots against her
· She was also under public pressure to be seen to be taking action against the perceived Spanish threat.
The threat of invasion
· The Treaties of Joinville and Nonsuch made war more likely, although both sides seemed anxious to pull back from the brink
· Catalysts towards war can be identified in actions such as Philip’s order of the seizure of all English ships and goods in Spanish ports in the spring of 1585. As well as this was Elizabeth’s pursuit of an alliance with the Sharif of Fez (in modern Morocco) which Philip was as a direct threat to Spanish territory
· Furthermore, the sending of English troops to the Netherlands not only challenged Philip’s sovereignty, it also seemed in Spanish eyes designed to increase substantially the cost of suppressing the revolt, and therefore required retaliatory reaction. 
· This view was hardened by the account of Drake’s attacks on Spanish ports in September 1585. 
· Simon Adams- ‘war broke out... because Elizabeth and Philip both lost their nerve’
· The preparation of the Armada took over 2 years with some delay caused by Drake’s attack on Cadiz in April 1587.
· The Duke of Parma started to lose faith in the strategy and believed they should put off on invading England at least until he had consolidated his grip on the Netherlands.
· Philip shrugged aside Parma’s warnings- arguably the greatest mistake Philip had made in his whole career.
Why was the Armada defeated?
· The strategy required the fleet to land in the Spanish Netherlands so that Parma’s army could be taken aboard. However, as Parma had forewarned, he did not control enough of the coastline for this manoeuvre to be carried out effectively. The Dutch exploited this problem for Parma when vessels under the command of Justin of Nassau blockaded the route of many of Parma’s troops to their ports of embarkation.
· The death of the Marquis of Santa Cruz robbed the Armada of its leader. His replacement, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, although an experienced naval administrator, lacked experience of command at sea.
· The English benefited from a crucial strategic decision taken on 7 August to send fire ships in to the Spanish vessels anchored off Gravelines near Calais. The English were able to exploit favourable winds and tides to maximise the disruption caused.
· The English were skilful enough to make the most of the disruption by engaging Medina Sidonia and several of his ships directly on 8 August. 3 ships were sunk and 3 others were driven ashore, where they were taken by the waiting Dutch. Unfortunately for the Armada, the north-westerly winds threatened to force the rest of the fleet aground and Medina Sidonia was obliged to head into the North Sea, which meant any chance of meeting up with Parma was finally lost. It also meant that the remaining ships had no choice but to return to Spain by the hazardous route of sailing north towards Scotland and then back south to the west of Ireland, which cost them many more ships. 
· Philip had convinced himself that he was doing God’s work and, despite the Pope’s scepticism in the matter, that he was engaged in a Catholic crusade. Alas for Philip, in this case God had shown himself to be Protestant.
Key Chronology
Foreign affairs, 1572-85

· 1572- Expulsion of Sea Beggars from English ports
· 1579- Union of Utrecht brings together 7 northern Netherlands provinces against Spanish rule
· 1582- Duke of Anjou’s arrival in the Netherlands
· 1584- Assassination of William of Orange
· 1585- Treaty of Nonsuch guaranteeing English military support to the Netherlands
7





Defending against internal and external enemies, 1571-88





Foreign Relations








