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· Previously the country had suffered a series of bad harvests, less food = expenses rose.
· Flu epidemic brought about the highest mortality rate since the previous 2 centuries.
· Disastrous war against France = loss of Calais.

The establishment of Elizabeth’s authority
· Her accession was initially smoothed by actions of those who might have been her enemies.
· 17th November, Nicholas Heath (Mary’s Lord Chancellor and Archbishop of York) announced Mary’s death and proclaimed Elizabeth’s succession.
· This was no legally allowed as in this event the parliament was to be dissolved.
· This was a significant move as it shows that the political elite of the nation collectively assented to the accession. At this rate, Elizabeth’s Catholic subjects would remain loyal.
· Elizabeth was cautious. Remained at Hatfield for 6 days, however rewarded friends and key supporters.
· 20th November – appointed Sir William Cecil as Principal Secretary & established a partnership in the gov which would last 40 years. Same day 9 of Mary’s councillor assured her of their loyalty.
· Thomas Parry appointed Comptroller of the household & Robert Dudley was appointed Master of the Horse.
· She kept Mary’s councillors guessing about her intentions and speculating their changed of retaining some measure of royal favour.
· Elizabeth left Hatfield for London on 23rd November, took up residence in Charterhouse in the City of London. Began arrangements for her coronation set for the 15th January.
· Realised importance of public relations made regular appearance before crows.
· Took residence in the Tower of London on 28th November. Spent 10 days here with her closest advisers.
· Moved to Whitehall for extended Christmas festivities, during celebrations there were speculations of marriage between Elizabeth and Philip II or one of his relatives.
· Returned to Tower on 12th January, 2 days later  public appearance in the City = popular response.
· Appearance included speeches and pageants, enabled her publicly to dedicate herself to the welfare of her subjects.
· The only Marian bishop willing to conduct Elizabeth’s coronation ceremony was Owen Oglethorpe, Bishop of Carlisle.
· First 2 months as queen = Successful.
· After opening first parliament on 25th January difficulties would have to be addressed.

The ideas and policies of Elizabeth I
· Her reign showed who was in charge, she was more feared that Mary was ever and gave orders “as absolutely as her father did”.
· Elizabeth had no desire to involve herself in details of the government however took an interest in some decision making.
· She was determined to preserve the prerogative powers of the Crown She made the most important decisions such as dissolving parliament, declaring war, making peace & appointing judges/ministers.

The Elizabethan religious settlement of 1559
· Major priority = which form of religion the country would experience. 2 aspects =legal status of the Church and what arrangements would be made for the conduct of Church services.
· Legal status of Church was no altered with Mary’s death. Until law changed the Church remains with the Church of Rome.
· Never any doubt that this relationship would be severed & that Church of England would be reinstated as an established Church with the monarch as its head.
· Settlement embraced 2 acts of parliament, Act of Supremacy and the Act of Uniformity, the issue of a set of royal injunctions to enforce the acts and publication of the new Book of Common Prayer. 
· Introduction of the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion in 1563 needed to be considered.
The Elizabethan Church Settlement
	Key measure
	Reason for measure
	Significance of measure

	Act of Supremacy 1559
	Restore royal supremacy in the Church, which was removed by Mary.
	Restored legal position of Crown in relation to Church. Gave legislative authority for the Crown to act in matters relating to the Church.

	Act of Uniformity 1559
	Restore a single form of worship.
	Issue if a new Book of Common Prayer. Required churches to use a communion table rather than an altar.

	Royal injunctions 1559
	Make provision for implementation of the Act of Uniformity at the level of the individual parish church.
	Required local officials o adopt a ‘Protestant’ view of forms of worship and practice in parish churches.

	Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion 1563
	Define the faith of the Elizabethan Church.
	Article 17 emphasised importance of predestination, linked Church of England with doctrines associated with John Calvin.


The Act of Supremacy
Predictable aspects
· Restored in law royal supremacy in the Church.
· Papal supremacy was rejected.
· Reformation legislation of Henry VIII’s reign was restored.
· Heresy laws were repealed.
· Communion in Both Kinds were re-established.
· The act outlined an Oath of Supremacy to be taken by clergymen and church official and laid down penalties for refusing to do so.
· Revived powers of royal visitation of Church.
Less predictable aspects of the act
· Allowed Crown to appoint commissioner to visit, reform, and order, correct and amend errors, abuses, offences which may be lawfully reformed = gave power to commissioners.
· Described Queen as “Supreme Governor” – interpreted as a reflection of contemporary misogynistic attitudes towards women derived from the teachings of St Paul. Most Marian bishops felt unable to take the Oath of Supremacydeprived of their post. ¼ of all clergymen deprived of their post (difficult to replace). Act Book of Visitors in the Province of York indicated that visitors were only really interested in the more important members of the clergy, bishops and deans, and were not interested about ordinary parish clergy.
The Act of Uniformity
· Specified the use of a single Book of Common Prayer, modified version of the second and strongly Protestant book Cranmer introduced in 1552. Two modifications:
· Variations in Eucharistic belief were possible that both the 1549 wording which even Gardiner felt able to accept at the time and the 1552 wording derived from the beliefs of the Swiss reformer Zwingli were permitted.
· The “Black Rubric” included the 1552 prayer book to explain away the practice of kneeling at the administration of the Eucharist, was omitted.
· Act specified that ornaments of the church and of ministers should be those that were in place during the second year of Edward’s reign/before passing of Act of Uniformity of 1549 issue of contention.
· Returning protestant exiles were new bishops appointed by Elizabeth, assumed that dating was an error and didn’t expect the clause to be enforced particularly in response to the dress of clergy men = cause problems as many Calvinists clergy saw ‘ornaments’ as ‘popish’ and objected strongly to their enforcement.
· Non-attenders at church could be fined one shilling (5p).
The 1559 Injunctions
· Set of instructions of the conduct of church services and gov of the Church issued in the Queens name as Supreme Governor.
· First injunction- Protestant character, emphasised ‘’the suppression of superstition’’ (Catholic practices) and to plant true religion to the extirpation of all hypocrisy, enormities and abuses.
· These injunctionsEucharist’s be administered at a simple communion table than alter religious practices move in direction of reform.
· Called for removal from the churches of ‘’things superstitious’’.
· Attack on traditional Catholic practices, such as use of candles and pilgrimages.
· Parish churches required to purchase an English Bible and Erasmus’s Paraphrases (A set of commentaries on the four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles in the New Testament of the Bible).
· Injunctions reflected Elizabeth’s personal needs, e.g. her disapproval of clerical marriage was signalled by the fact that wives of clergy had to produce a certificate signed by two justices of the peace signifying their fitness for such a role.
· She desired to persuade people to ‘’forbear all vain and contentious disputations in matters of religion”.
Significance of the settlement
· Historian Sir John Neale- the Queen aware of the dangerous international situation with England still went to war with France, wanted to gain parliamentary confirmation for her royal supremacy while delaying significant changes in religious practice until later.
· Intention was to dissolve parliament once Act of Supremacy was passed.
· March 1559with the involvement in the international situation brought peace negotiations at Cateau-Cambresis, she decided to let parliament reassemble after Easter.
· She commissioned a committee of clergymen to meet and prepare a new Protestant form of service, pressure from these men and allies in the House of Commons, “Puritan Choir”, the Queen backed down and accepted much more of the Protestant prayer book then she wanted.
· W. P. Haugaard- Elizabeth saw settlement as final rather than a precursor to further reform. Many religious controversies became easily explicable in this light.
· Winthrop S. Hudson – Elizabeth and her ministers intended that the settlement should be Protestant and there was never any serious intention to restore the first Elizabethan prayer book.
· Normal Jones- Elizabeth and her ministers wanted a complete religious settlement from the start and that the external pressure created by war with France was much reduced.
· Political opposition came from Catholic bishops and conservatives in the House of Lords who accepted restoration of the royal supremacy but provided much opposition to the Uniformity bill.
· Uniformity bill passed through House of Lords by 3 votes, but only once Crown her improved its changed by imprisoning Catholic bishops and intimidating others.
· Peter Lake – ‘the Elizabethan regime was Protestant from the outset’.
· Many returning protestants from exile saw the Queen as an ‘’English Deborah’’ (Heroine in Old Testament).
· Many religious problems stemmed from Elizabeth’s unwillingness to fulfil the role allocated to her by her more religiously enthusiastic councillorher most enthusiastic supporters demonstrated a Protestant zeal ensuring their loyalty.
· Early appointments to bishoprics were of moderates, especially appointment of Matthew Parker as Archbishop of Canterbury. – trusted by Elizabeth, having been chaplain to her mother Anne Boleyn.
· Most appointments of bishops was a strategy to reshape the hierarchy of the Church of England along more evangelical lines.
· Elizabeth disapproved of clerical marriage, distrusted preaching and ensured preservation of musical culture of the cathedrals and university colleges.
· Settlement emphasised the Erastian nature of the Church of England. 
· One view of settlement was that it was an act of state which defined relationship between the Crown and the Church, established the Church’s doctrinal position. 
· Another view of settlement was that it represented the starting point of a process of spiritual renewal established a true Church in England and saw the English as God’s elect nation. = view held by key advisors such as Cecil and Earl of Leicester, it was this view that led to Puritanism to emerge later.

The role of key personalities
· By far most important= Sir William Cecil, later Lord Burghley.
· Other important people = Robert Dudley, later Earl of Leicester.
Relationships between Elizabeth and her ministers
· John Guy – she ’controlled her own policy more than any other Tudor’, was intelligent & sophisticated. Developed political skills ensuring her survival in difficult times. ‘’She knew her mind; her instinct to power was infallible.’’
· William Cecil key figure in council. Described as ‘’the man who does everything’’. He was joined in the council by a number of close associates including Sir Nicholas Bacon and Earl of Bedford, Francis Russell. Cecil realised the council could not simply comprise his own allies, and needed to achieve a working relationship with members of the conservative aristocracy who may have regarded him with suspicion as a favourer of religious reform.
· Some aristocrats were part of the first council who served under Mary.
· ‘’Kenninghall group’’ who were close with Mary were excluded from the council and also Lord Paget.
A closer look: Conciliar government under Elizabeth
· Affected by factional rivalries during Elizabeth’s reign. Clear divisions between Cecil and his allies who favoured moderate and pragmatic policies, and protestant ideologues.
· John guy challenges this argument as Cecil was seen as a more radical figure in religious terms and because disputes between Cecil and Leicester were occasional and focused on specific policies.
· Early stages of reign prevented factional rivalry from getting out of hand. Most councillors help offices in the royal court – many had wives & daughters who served in Elizabeth’s Privy Chamber.
· Relatives of the Boleyn’s featured in senior ranks of Crown service, also close connections featured strongly.
· Cecil and Leicester disagreed over Queen’s potential marriage  they needed each other.
A closer look: The operation of the Privy Council
· Letters and warrant were signed by councils at the board. No single chief minister.
· Collective responsibility and corporate decision making existed.
· Fixed membership. Could only issue proclamations and administrative orders in the name of the monarch.
· During Elizabeth’s reign, nature and role of individual councillors in Privy council changed.
· Elizabeth relied on councillors as individuals for advice and sometimes looked for advice elsewhere.
A closer look: The Royal Court
· Offered opportunities for exercising power and influence in a different manner to the Privy council.
· Existed where Queen was at the present time, literally. 2 main areas: Presence Chamber & Privy Chamber.
· Presence Chamber: anyone with right status or connections could access.
· Privy Chamber: more private but important however less influential that it was during the reign of the Tudor Kings as Gentlemen in this chamber no longer had rights of access which they had under the Kinds and Ladies of the Bedchamber had little political influence.
· Admission to the Privy chamber was carefully guarded.

Relationships between Elizabeth and parliament
A closer look: The functions of parliament 
· 3 functions: Law making, granting revenue (taxation) to the Crown and advising the monarch.
Law making: 
· 438 act passed by parliament. 
· Religious acts: Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity – 1559 and penal laws against Catholics).
· Social policy: acts of 1597 and 1601 which was a legal form of poor relief.
Granting taxation: 
· Parliament’s important job, grant revenue to crown – getting taxes from population. 
· 11/13 parliamentary sessions asked to grant revenue.
· Ordinary revenue paid: crown lands and duties. Extraordinary revenue paid for wars/ national emergencies.
· Elizabeth often used extraordinary revenue for ‘normal’ spending due to fast decline in ordinary revenue. 
Advise: 
· Traditional roles of MP’s BUT Elizabeth not interested. 
· Stern reaction ~ Peter and Paul Wentworth tried to secure more religious reforms via parliament. 
· Meetings also allowed Privy Council + Senior figures to voice opinion = good communication. 

· 3 factors why parliament was less important: 1) rarely met up  2) decreasing attendance  3) historian David Haigh says she had a ‘condensing superiority’…’for Elizabeth, parliamentarians were little boys – sometimes untruly, usually a nuisance, and always a waste of an intelligent woman’s time’. 
A closer look: Sir John Neale and the importance of parliament 
· Writing ‘The Whig Interpretation of History’ about House of Commons. The interpretation suggests opposition arousal in Elizabeth’s reign particularly by ‘Puritan Choir’ of 40 MPs. 
·  Sir G Elton says Neale over estimates significance of House of Commons and size of ‘Puritan Choir’.
·  M.A.R. Graves says Thomas Norton was on of Burghley’s ‘men of business,’ in House. 
· Burghley wanted to us parliament to make Elizabeth do his bidding e.g. Norton to read succession petition in the House -1563. 
· 1572- Norton coordinated House of Common’s attack on Duke of Norfolk (executed) + Mary Queen of Scots (failed attack).

· Important to get Privy Council to manage. Techniques of Parliament management describe Elizabethan politics. Day to Day management done by Privy Council.
· Elizabethan reign had approx. 62 new borough seats – created to ensure return of Crown’s supporters. 
· The motivation to create seats was from the aristocrats – bugged by local gentry who wanted prestige. 
· Borough seats = Crown listened to aristocrats who rewarded local supporter. This is a patronage system. 
· Before peerage, Sir William Cecil as described by Wallace MacCaffrey as the ‘Crown’s manager of all parliamentary business’. Prepared legislative programme, ‘framing and often shaping bills’. 
·  Cecil was helped by council floor managers, Sir Francis Knolly and Sir Christopher Hatton. 
·   MP’s: Thomas Norton, Robert Bell and William Fleetwood – usually lawyers + political experts – that promoted measures that Burghley thought was important = provoked unhappy Queen  
· Privy Council began sessions with outlining Crown’s priorities. Done by Lord Keeper, Sir Nicholas Bacon. 
· Role of Parliament = ‘uniting of people…uniform order of religion to the honour of God’
· Privy Council’s introduced bills often. Election of speaker provided management – benefits Crown. 
· A privy councillor nominated candidate that would act in the crowns interest. 
· Queen = more power. 1563 + 1566 outburst – on mention of marriage + her succession. 
· House influenced by her, William Strickland kicked out on mentioning of reforming The Common Prayer Book 1571. 
	Dates 
	Reason Parliament called 
	What happened?

	5 Jan – 8 May 1559
	Settlement of religion 
	Protestant councillors push it through

	12 Jan – 10 April 1563 

30 Sep 1566 – 2 Jan 1567
	Elizabeth wanted money. MP’s wanted her married. She though it was her own choice. 
	A lot of MP’s want her to marry. 1563 – Openly discusses issue. 1566 less openly discussed. 

	2 April – 29 May 1571 
	Pope’s rejection for Elizabeth to make treason law and law against Catholics strong. 
	Parliament happy to support Elizabeth against Catholics. Strickland removed at thought of reforming Book of Prayer. 



Challenges to Elizabeth’s Church Settlement
The Aftermath of the settlement:
Jewel’s Apology: 
· 1562 Bishop of Salisbury, John Jewel published An Apology of the Church of England. Said true position of church being returned. Suggested there was continuity of Roman church from the past. 
The Convocation of 1563: 
· In 1563 Elizabeth called new parliament.
· Convocation of 2 provinces of English Church, Canterbury + York met same time in 1563 as did parliament. Meetings  complete reform of religion. Bishops like Parker wanted faster reform.
· Document of ‘General Notes of Matters to be Moved my the Clergy in the Next Parliament and Synod’ needed 4 actions: 
1) Production of doctrine with articles supported by Jewel’s Apology + Catechism. 2) More reforms to Book of Prayer 3) Better Church laws 4) improve church finance. 
The Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion:
· Based on 42 articles of religion by Archbishop Cranmer in 1552. 
· Made definition for authority of bishops. 
· Church can’t go against scripture. 
The Church by 1563:
· Queen thought religious state of country was poor. Royal supremacy restored. 
· Catholics not subjected to execution saw their religion taken away. 

Puritan Challenges to the settlement: The Vestment (Vestiarian) controversy and resentment towards the settlement:  
· Historians like Peter Lake points out emergence of Puritanism. 
A closer look: Puritanism:
· Wish of the minority to purify the Church of England by popish elements. Ideals change in 1559; Queen calls this final. 
· Puritans  godly Protestants wanted to rid Catholicism. 
· Queen accepted puritans. Puritans believed in eradication of ‘popish superstition’. 
· Failure of Convocation of Canterbury 1563 – figures do not obey dress rules in Act of Uniformity 1559. The Ornaments Rubric = reinforced Act of Uniformity, said to wear albs and cobes during Eucharist and surplices in conducting services.  Many clergy ignored this and wore vestments. 
· Archbishop Parker, December 1564, summoned Thomas Sampson + Lawrence Humphrey from Oxford (both were in exile during Mary’s reign) to meeting as to their disobeying. 
· May 1565 – Elizabeth dismisses Sampson from position to show reaction. 
· Parker gives in to royal pressure in March 1565 issuing Advertisements. 
· Clergy are made to have meeting with Bishop Grindal on appropriate dressing. 37 London clergymen refuse to support this. Refusal of adiaphora = used by moderate puritans to made extreme colleagues to agree on doctrine. 
· This showed: 
1) queen wanting to enforce settlement 2) differences between protestants 3) queen faced some disagreement- couldn’t completely enforce. 4) deprived clergy appeal for support , refused of help- risky
Catholics and the settlement: 
· Popular Catholicism remained in beginning years of Elizabethan settlement. Mostly areas like Durham.
· Northern rebellion 1569 scattered Catholics. 
· 1559, English Catholicism eroded, most Catholics ‘bent with time’ as per Haigh’s description.  
· During 1560’s a process were conformed to Church of England to obey law whatever own belief. 
· Activist minority from start of Elizabeth’s reign took cue from bishops apart from 1 who refused to follow Oath of Supremacy 1559. Many went into exile + refused this. (Includes 100 from oxford colleges) going to Spanish Netherlands. 
· Organised catholic activity took place in England. Some priest s became private chaplains. 1568 a big group in conservative south west Lancashire – had catholic priests. Few Recusants (those who refuse to attend services)
· By time of Northern rebellion 1569 – there were extreme Catholics to quiet ones. Avoided being caught.
· Crown had adopted a tolerant attitude towards amateur Catholics than to priests.  
· 1566 Pope told English Catholics not to attend services.  Increase in Recusancy.
· This became a bull of excommunication (official decree by pope from a religious suspension of doing something) against Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth’s attitude towards Catholics:
· She did not want to make ‘windows into men’s souls’.
· Adopted tolerating attitude towards Catholics. 
· 1559 settlement preserves conservative practices. 
Strengths of Catholicism:
· Successfully restored in 1553.
· Controversies… mostly in favour in Catholicism. 
· Catholic opinion remained strong in House of Lords, slightly weakened when Catholics bishops removed. 
· Some members of Privy Council like Earl of Sussex – remained conservative + Catholic 
· Most of clergy were conservative. Only 23% of senior clergy were supporters of royal supremacy. 
· 1559, Elizabeth concerned of possible threats from Catholic powers of Spain and France. 
· Law finish absentees from church services rarely enforced. 
· A lot of time + energy spent on ridding Catholicism and imagery, some more passionate at doing so like Archdeacon of Lincoln John Aylmer. Or Sedgefield’s parishioners, Robert Swift, and radical bishop Pilkington – fight over alter… build up to rebellion of 1569.
· Mystery plays produced over town guilds, removed that had close association to Catholicism; linked to feast of Corpus Christi. 
· Rebellion of 1569 = catalyst for Elizabeth’s harsh behaviour towards Catholicism. Councillors adopted harsh methods against rebels. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reaction made worse as Pope Pius V (without consulting Catholic powers, issued bull of excommunication (official decree by pope from a religious suspension of doing something)against Elizabeth. 
