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Of the 13 colonies some were creations of commercial interests and others of religious groups.
Resentment of Britain began to rise due to the colonies obligation to pay taxes despite having 0 representation in the ‘Mother Country’.
The War of Independence began in April 1775
The Declaration of Independence was issued in 1776 by the 13 colonies, declaring them ‘free and independent.

Key Founding fathers:
George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, Richard H. Lee

The lack of Government and the issues it created
· After the Declaration of Independence the 13 independent states needed some form of government. Richard H. Lee offered his plans for confederation, known as the ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, which were ratified by the 13 states in 1781.
· These articles set up the CONFEDERACY, a ‘league of friendship’, a loose coalition of independent states rather than a national government.
· The reason that the states opposed a national government is because they had just fought against Britain to become free of its central government in Westminster. Why would they want another central government? They wouldn’t.
· However, the government created by the articles of confederation was very week and so, although the colonists gained their independence, they had failed to create a stable government and thus a nation.
· This weak government and lack of co-operation between states over such things as currency and commerce created fears amongst key founding fathers such as George Washington and Alexander Hamilton.
· Thus these two and another group of men met in Annapolis, Maryland in September 1786. But due to the low turnout a larger group met the following year in Philadelphia with the purpose of strengthening the Articles of Confederation. 
· However, 4 months later these articles were scrapped and the group wrote an entirely new Constitution and are now known as the Founding Fathers of the United States.

The Philadelphia Convention (1787)
· This is where the constitution was written.
· 55 delegates representing 12 out of the 13 states attended. Rhode Island didn’t send any due to their suspicion of what was planned.
· It was quickly concluded that the Articles of Confederation were far too weak and structurally flawed (Due to the sates having too much power and not agreeing) but a strong national government was also not desirable due to most around the world supressing the rights and liberties of citizens.
· Thus a new form of government needed to be formed. This was a federal constitution, a bill of rights and a system of checks and balances between different levels and branches of government.
· The states became divided over two plans. Half favoured the New Jersey Plan, which strengthened the existing Articles of Confederation (This was favoured by Smaller states), and the Virginia plan, which was a bicameral legislature with equal representation in both (This was favoured by the larger population states)
· Following this is what is sometimes known as the ‘Great Compromise’, the Connecticut Compromise which called for a bi-cameral legislature consisting of a House and Senate. In the House states would be represented proportionately and in the Senate States would be represented equally. This was the plan that was adopted and is currently in use today.
· On the 17th of September 1787 the Federal Constitution was completed and the US Republic began.
