Catalysis
A catalyst changes the rate of a chemical reaction but is unchanged at the end of the reaction. Most catalysts speed up reaction rates although there are some (called inhibitors) that slow down reactions.

Definition of Catalyst: A catalyst speeds up the rate of a reaction by providing an alternative route for the reaction with lower activation energy.

Energy Profile Diagram with a catalyst:
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Boltzmann Distribution Curve:

	Ec – Activation Energy With Catalyst

Ea – Activation Energy Without catalyst

A greater proportion of molecules exceeds the lower activation energy therefore reaction rate increases

Activation Energy is now DECREASED with the use of a catalyst




