	
	Text 33 –  from Porterhouse Blue, Tom Sharpe

	Genre
	· Satirical novel

	Context of reception  and production
	· Written in 1974 by novelist Tom Sharpe, a South African who lectured at the Cambridge College of Arts and Technology. Produced to satirise Cambridge life and the struggle between tradition and reform.

	Purpose
	· To entertain.

· To criticise Cambridge college’s elitism.

· To raise a sense of social injustice.

· To highlight the struggle between tradition and reform.

	Audience
	· Adults who enjoy satirical novels, people interested in politics, people interested in reading about class divisions – probably more left wing readers.

	Form
	· Fiction/prose

	Structure and presentation 
	· Typical prose. Simple sentence to open the passage, ‘It was a fine Feast’. The capitalisation of feast reveals its importance in terms of the tradition of the college. Food and the accompanying etiquette, rules and history is an integral part of the life within these sorts of colleges. It signposts the focus area of the following passage and the alliteration reinforces its importance and longevity.

	Lexis (to include any other relevant methods)
	· Listing of sophisticated food, often with use of proper nouns to show a real knowledge of food and an abundance of food at this feast (quite the opposite to Oliver Twist! text 28) ‘Caviar and Soupe a /’Oignon, Turbot au Champagne, Swan stuffed with Widgeon’. Lots of French foods mentioned as they are often associated with fine dining.

· Temporal references show the length of the meal – it is a social luxury rather than a necessity, ‘For two hours the silver dishes came’ – the adjective ‘silver’ suggesting wealth and affluence once again.

· Semantic field of sophisticated fine dining with the tripling of ‘Pouilly Fume’, ‘champagne’ and ‘burgundy’ –all different accompanying wines appropriate to the courses.

· Interesting adverb ‘sebaceously’ is used to describe how the Senior Tutor spoke – this is an unusual collocation, which means secreting fat or a greasy lubricating substance. It creates the impression that the Senior Tutor was secreting fat as he spoke which is quite a vulgar image which criticises his affluent and over-indulgent lifestyle.

· Other descriptions of the featured portraits on the walls reinforce this over-indulgent lifestyle and help to convey the critical attitude towards the people in power over the years ‘rubicund (ruddy/rosy) and plump’ (adjectives)

· Theses contrast with the descriptions of the new Master Sir Godber Evans who is described as ‘pale’ with a ‘dyspeptic smile’ which suggests the food is too rich and he is suffering from indigestion. This helps to satirise the old traditions and the greedy masters of years gone by. The pale face also highlights his nervousness.

· The servants are also described as ‘pale’ which serves to link the new master with these working class men. Their faces pale are pale due to exhaustion and undernourishment.

· Another contrast is created between the guests and the waiters who ‘scurried’ which gives the impression they are small, insignificant, working too hard and are nameless servants.

· Repetition of ‘very rare’ in the dialogue between the Dean and the Chaplain shows a camaraderie between these men in positions of power that the writer detests.

· The new master comes from an underprivileged background.

· Oxymoron ‘gleaming dankly’ is used to describe the pale faces of the servants as they wish they were part of this scene that they had helped to create.

· The satire comes through the irony of the lower classes praising the upper classes. Lines 80-85)

	Attitudes and Values
	· Social inferiority can lead to ambition.

· There is a definite divide between the classes.

· Tradition can divide.

· Social inferiority can lead to resilience.
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