G542 - Section C
Section C has a total of 24 marks: a) = 2 marks, b) = 4 marks, c) = 6 marks and d) 12 marks
In section C you will be tested on your understanding of approaches/perspectives, methods and issues.
Question a) is normally about an assumption of an approach.
a. Outline one assumption of the _______________ approach (2 marks)
Marking scheme
	a)    
	Assumption is identified
	

	 
	Assumption is linked to behaviour
	


The grid below outlines the assumptions for each approach/perspective
	The cognitive approach assumes that behaviour can largely be explained in terms of how the mind operates; and that it operates in a similar way to a computer; inputting, storing and retrieving data.

	The social approach assumes that all behaviour occurs in a social context, even when nobody else is physically present.  This means in individual’s behaviour is affected by other people and situational factors.


	The individual differences approach focuses on the differences between people e.g. age, gender, ethnicity etc; and that behaviour which deviates from the norm is considered abnormal.

	The development approach assumes that changes are a result of inherited factors (nature), and lifetime experiences (nurture); and that behaviour in adulthood is effected by experiences in childhood.


	The physiological approach assumes that behaviour and experience can be reduced to the functioning of physiological systems e.g. genetics, neurotransmitters and hormones.
	The psychodynamic perspective assumes that the mind is split into 3 – the preconscious, unconscious and conscious; and that the personality is made up of three parts (ID,EGO,SUPEREGO), which are in constant conflict, and understanding these will allow us to understand behaviour.  


	The behaviourist perspective assumes that the majority of all behaviour is learned from the environment after birth; and that only observable behaviour should be studied, is psychology is to be an objective science.








Question b) requires you to be able to describe how a specific behaviour can be explained by a particular approach e.g.
b. Describe how the social approach could explain obedience. (4 marks) – see answer below
Marking scheme:
	b)
	Explanation of behaviour is good and linked to approach
	 

	 
	Explanation of behaviour is supported by appropriate study / example
	 



The social approach suggests that obedience can be explained by the social context.  This means that level of obedience can be influenced by the situation a person is placed in, and the implied of explicit presence of others.  For example in his controlled observation Milgram suggests that the use of an authoritative figure to prompt the participants to continue, as well the fact it was conducted at a prestigious university (Yale) influenced the participants to obey and give seemingly lethal electric shocks to another human being.

Question c) requires you to describe a similarity and difference between studies.  The studies you compare must be experiments and can be viewed from the cognitive approach.  Comparisons can be made about the sample, methodology, type of data or ethics.  e.g.
c. Describe one similarity and one difference between any experiments that can be viewed from the cognitive approach.  (6) – see answer below.
	c)
	Similarity is identified between two appropriate studies  (no marks if studies do not fit both criteria)
	 

	 
	Good description of similarity (example from both studies)
	 

	 
	Difference is identified between two studies
	 

	 
	Good description of difference (example from both studies)
	 



One similarity between the experiment conducted by Loftus and Palmer and the experiment conducted by Baron Cohen is that they both collected quantitative data.  Loftus and Palmer recorded the speed estimates participants gave regarding how fast the cars in the clips of crashes were going; and Baron-Cohen recorded the number of correct identification of emotions made in the eye task.  One difference between these two experiments is whether the independent variable was manipulated or not.  In Loftus and Palmers’ experiment the verb in the critical question about how fast he cars were going was changed.  Whereas, the Baron-Cohen study was a quazi experiment where the independent variable – whether participants had autism, Tourette’s syndrome or no diagnosis was naturally occurring.   


Here is another example:
c) Describe one similarity and one difference between any two case studies that can be viewed from the psychodynamic perspective.
One similarity between the Frued case study and Thigpen and Cleckly case study is that are both therapeutic case studies.  Freud wanted to cure Little Hans’ of his phobia of horses, by resolving the unconscious conflict (death wish for the father and knowing that this was morally wrong) with psychoanalytical therapy.  Thigpen and Cleckley also used psychoanalytical therapy to explore Eve White’s childhood in an attempt to cure her MPD.  
One difference between these two case studies is that Thigpen and Cleclely collected data themselves on the three different personalities.  Whereas, Freud only saw Little Hans himself twice and relied on the father to record data about his son’s dreams and fantasies and send them to him by letter.
In question d) you could be asked to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of a method, issue or approach/perspective.
d. Discuss the strength and weaknesses of laboratory experiments.  Support your discussion with evidence from any studies that can take the cognitive approach.  (12) – see answer below.
	2 strengths are identified
	
	

	2 weaknesses are identified
	
	

	Clear explanation of why a suggestion is a strength 
	
	

	Clear explanation of why a suggestion is a weakness
	
	

	Appropriate example used for strengths
	
	

	Appropriate example used for weaknesses
	
	

	2 or more core studies used in answer
	
	



One strength of using laboratory experiments is that a high level of control is put in place.  This is a strength because possible extraneous variables are controlled for, meaning that more valid conclusion can be drawn about the effect the manipulation of an independent variable has on the dependent variable.  For example in the Loftus and Palmer experiment participants watched the same film clips of car crashes and answered the same questions about the car crash; the only think that changed was the verb used in the critical question about the speed of the cars.  This enabled Loftus and Palmer to make a valid conclusion that he verb in the critical question affected the estimation of speed.   
However, one weakness of using laboratory experiments is that they often lack ecological validity because they are conducted in artificial settings or tasks are not like real life.  This is a weakness because this means that results cannot be generalised to the other real world situations.  For example in the Baron-Cohen study the participants tested to recognise emotions from just the eye region, which is different from everyday life where we see people moving and in 3D and may look for other clues to emotions such as body language and context.
Another strength of laboratory experiments is they are easy to replicate because standardised instructions are used.  This is a strength because it helps to improve the reliability of findings.  For example in the Baron-Cohen experiment the eye task was easily replicated on the 15 adults with Autism, 11 with Tourette’s syndrome and 50 with no diagnosis, because they all followed the standardised instructions about how to complete the task and saw the same sets of 25 eyes.   
However, another weakness of laboratory experiments is that the standardised controlled conditions can lead to demand characteristics; where participants look for cues about the study is about and change their behaviour to what is expected.  This is a weakness because if participants change their behaviour due to demand characteristics the results are not valid.  For example in the Loftus and Palmer experiment participants may have guessed that the study was about reconstructive memory and may have claimed to have remembered seeing broken glass when they had not.
Below is a reminder of the strengths and weaknesses of the methods used in psychology.  Make sure you know two strengths and two weaknesses of each method so that you can successfully answer a 12 mark question about the strengths and weaknesses of a method.
Here is another example
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of case studies.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the psychodynamic perspective.
One strength of case studies is they use a range of different methods to collect in-depth data on an individual or small group.  This is a strength as it can provide a detailed explanation of a person’s behaviour.  For example in their case study of Eve White Thigpen and Cleckley interviewed her different personalities and family members; as well as conducting a range of psychometric tests such as the Welscher intelligence test, projective tests e.g. Roshard ink block tests and physical tests such as EEG.  This provided them with rich detailed data about her possible multiple personality disorder.
However, because the in-depth nature of a case study the researchers may be more prone to researcher bias as they become more engrossed in the study; and only see evidence that support their theory and ignore evidence that refutes it.  This is a weakness because biased research lack validity.  For example in the case study of Little Hans, his father recorded his son’s fears and fantasies and sent them via a letter to Freud.  As he was a supporter of Freud he may have ignored evidence that did not support Freud’s theories.
Another strength of case studies is that often qualitative and quantitative data is collected.  This is a strength because quantitative is more objective and qualitative data can provide a more detailed explanation about behaviour.  For example in the Thigpen and Cleckly study the Welscher intelligence test provided objective data about the different personalities and the interviews with Eve White and Eve Black provided a more detailed explanation of her disorder.
However, one weakness of case studies is that they are conducted on just one individual or a small group.  This is a weakness because small samples lack population validity and therefore results cannot be gerneralised to the wider population.  For example the Freud’s case study was just one little boy who had a phobia, which Freud claimed was due to unresolved conflicts caused by the Oedipus complex; and therefore the finding cannot support Freud’s theory that all little boys go through the Oedipus complex.
The grid below shows the strengths and weaknesses of the different methods.  This will help you answer question d).
	Method
	Strength
	Weakness

	Laboratory experiment


	· High level of control means we are more able to establish cause and effect.
· Can easily be replicated to test for reliability.
	· Artificial situations means findings may lack ecological validity.
· At risk of demand characteristics

	Quazi experiment



	· Allows us to be able to study variables that cannot be manipulated for ethical or practical reasons.
	· Hard to establish causal relationships because the independent variable is not being directly manipulated by the researcher.
· The IV being studied may be rare and the researcher may have to wait to find suitable participants.

	Field experiment



	· Good ecological validity as in natural environment.
· Reduced risk of demand characteristics and participants often don’t know they are being studied.
	· Hard to control extraneous variables therefore harder to establish cause and effect.
· Ethical issue of consent if participants do not know they are being studied.

	Observations




	· Allow us to see what people actually do which often differs from what they say they would do.
· Naturalistic observations have good ecological validity because participants are in a natural setting and often don’t know they are being watched.
	· No insight into why they maybe behaving in a particular way.
· Ethical issue of consent if participants do not know they are being watched.

	Self-report



	· Allow us to have an insight into the thought and feeling behind behaviour.
· Can be used to collect quantitative and qualitative data.
	· Participants may lie due to social desirability bias or demand character2istics.
· Closed questions can be restrictive and the qualitative data produced by open questions can be subjective.

	Correlations



	· Shows a relationship between two variables.
· Can be used to justify the need for future research.
	· Does not infer cause and effect.  There may be a third variable that both variable at play.


	Case study



	· Uses a range of different methods  (e.g. observations, self-report and tests) to collect detailed information about an individual or small group.
· Often both quantitative and qualitative data is collected.
	· Sample is only one person or a small group.  Therefore, results cannot be generalised to the wider population.
· As it is an depth study it may be particularly at risk of researcher bias.



Below is a list of all the core studies and the methods used.  This will help you identify studies you can use as synoptic examples for different questions.
	Study
	Method
	Methods used to collect data

	
	Lab exp
	Quazi exp
	Field exp
	Case study
	Observation
	Self-report
	Observation
	Correlational

	Loftus and Palmer
	
x
	
	
	
	
	
x
	
	

	Baron-Cohen
	
x
	
x
	
	
	
	
x
	
	

	Savage-Rumbaugh
	

	
	
	
x
	
	

	
x
	

	Freud
	
	
	
	
x
	
	
x
	
x
	

	Samuel and Bryant
	
x
	
	
	
	
	
x
	
	

	Bandura
	
x
	
	
	
	
	

	
x
	

	Milgram
	
	
	
	
	X Controlled
	

	
x
	

	Pilliavin
	
	
	
x
	
	
	
	
x
	

	Reicher and Haslam
	
x
	
	
	
	
	
x
	
x
	

	Maguire
	
x
	
x
	
	
	
	
	
	
x

	Dement and Kleitman
	
x
	

	
	
	
	
x
	

	
x

	
Sperry
	
x
	
x
	
	
x
	
	
x
	
x
	

	Thigpen and Cleckley
	
	
	
	
x
	
	
x
	
x
	

	Rosenhan
	

	
	

	
	X
Participant 
	
	
x
	

	Griffiths
	

	
x
	
x
	
	
	
x
	
x
	



Possible exam questions based on change to last year’s exam:
Cognitive approach (came up 2014):
a) Outline one assumption of the cognitive approach (2)
b) With reference to the Loftus and Palmer study, describe how the cognitive approach could explain inaccuracies in eye witness testimony. (4)
c) Describe one similarity and one difference between any experiments that can be viewed from the cognitive approach.
d) Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of laboratory experiments.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the cognitive approach. (12)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Social approach
Outline one assumption of the social approach (2)
With reference to the Reicher and Haslam study, describe how the social approach could explain how tyranny may arise. (4)
Describe one similarity and one difference between any studies that collected data using observational methods and can be viewed from the social approach. (6)
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of using observational methods to collect data.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the social approach. (12)

Developmental approach
Outline one assumption of the developmental approach (2)
Describe how the developmental approach could explain how childhood experiences influence the adult personality. 
Describe one similarity and one difference between any experiments that can be viewed from the developmental approach. (6)
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of laboratory experiments.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the developmental approach. (12)

Physiological approach
Outline one assumption of the physiological approach (2)
Describe how the physiological approach could explain the differences experienced by individuals with split brains. (4)
Describe one similarity and one difference between any experiments that can be viewed from the physiological approach. (6)
OR
Describe one similarity and one difference between any study that collects correlational data that can be viewed from the physiological approach. (6)
Discuss the strengths and weakness of quazi experiments.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the physiological approach. (12)
OR
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of correlations.  Support you answer with evidence from studies that take the physiological approach. (12)

Individual difference approach (12)
Outline one assumption of the individual differences approach (2)
Describe how the individual differences approach could explain why abnormality. (4)
Describe one similarity and one difference between any studies that collected self-report data and can be viewed from the individual differences approach. (6) 
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of collecting data using observational methods.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the individual approach. (12)

Psychodynamic perspective 
Outline one assumption of the psychodynamic perspective (2)
Describe how the psychodynamic perspective could explain phobias. (4)
Describe one similarity and one difference between any case studies that can be viewed from the psychodynamic perspective. (6)
Discuss the strengths and weakness of case studies.  Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the psychodynamic perspective. (12)

Behaviourist perspective – as this came up last year and students get a choice of two questions I have not included examples for this perspective.  However, if you would like to practise a set of questions you can ask me.




