· Outline one assumption of the Developmental Approach (2)
· One assumption of the Developmental Approach is that cognitive,emotional and behavioural development is an ongoing process and that changes result from an interaction of nature and nurture.
· Describe how the developmental approach could explain how childhood experiences influence the adult personality (4)
· As the developmental approach involves studying changes from a person’s conception to death, one key area of focus is the emotional developmental during a child’s early years and how that affects them growing up. Freud argued that a child’s early experience would shape its personality. He believed that all children pass through of psychosexual stages as they develop. Freud’s study into Little Hans’ provides a detailed account of a young boy attempting to come to terms with his emotional conflicts. For Example, Hans’ was said to be in the Phallic Stage of Psychosexual Development as he had started to attract feelings towards his mother and Hans’ saw his father as a rival meaning that according to Freud, Hans was an example of a boy displaying the Oedipus Complex.
· Describe one similarity and one difference between any experiments that can be viewed from the developmental approach (6)
· One similarity between the Samuel + Bryant experiment and Bandura’s is that they both collect quantitative data. Samuel and Bryant recorded the mean number of errors given by the participants when subject to the three conditions and also they recorded the mean number of errors per child for the different age groups which showed older children made fewer errors. One difference between these two experiments is whether the Independent variable was manipulated or not. In Samuel and Bryant’s study, the IV was the age of the participant which naturally exists and therefore cannot be changed. Whereas in Bandura’s study, the IV was manipulated as the participants were split into three conditions with one group observing an aggressive model, a non-aggressive model and a control group for Phase 1.
· Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of laboratory experiments. Support your answer with evidence from studies that take the developmental approach (12)
· One strength of lab experiments is that there is a high level of control meaning that we are able more to establish cause and effect and whether the IV had an effect on the DV. For example, in Bandura’s study the participants were observed beforehand and given an aggression rating in order to match the children in each group so they had similar levels of aggression in their everyday behaviour. Therefore this allowed Bandura to use the aggression rating to determine whether the use of the aggressive or non-aggressive model had an effect on the mean scores of aggression in this study. 
· One weakness of using lab experiments is that they lack ecological validity because they are conducted in artificial settings and the experiment are not true to real life. This is a weakness because the results cannot be generalised to the wider population. For example, Samuel and Bryant’s study took place under lab conditions and all the children that took part in the experiment were from the Same part of the UK (Crediton, Devon) meaning that any results could be generalised to that particular area but not to the wider reaches of the UK and the World.
· Another Strength of lab experiments is the use of standardised procedures which means that the study can be repeated to establish reliability. For Example, in Samuel and Bryant’s study, each participant underwent four trials with each of the three kinds of materials which were: Plasticine cylinder for conservation of mass, Counters for conservation of numbers and Beakers of water to assess volume.
· Another weakness of lab experiments is the use of standardised can lead to demand characteristics coming into play and affecting the results. This could call into question the validity of the experiment. For Example, for conservation of number in Samuel and Bryant’s study the children could simply count the number of counters which could have an effect on the overall accuracy of the tasks, particularly in attempting to display differences in conservation with age.

  
