w/c = working class b/c = because r/c = ruling class

MARXIST PLAN TO CRIME AND DEVIANCE
Macro structural theory, economic base determines superstructure, institutions serve interests of capitalism
Trad Marxist - Crime is inevitable in capitalist society bc society is criminogenic, capitalism based on exploitation of w/c – gives rise to crime bc its damaging, poverty means crime is only way obtain consumer goods = increase in utilitarian crime, profit mentality encourages self-interest and greed, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gordon – crime rational response to capitalist system, law making and enforcement serves interests of r/c who have power to prevent laws that would threaten their interests. 
Snider – capitalist state reluctance to pass laws that would regulate activities of businesses. Selective enforcement when it comes to application of law, police mainly target w’/c and ethnic minorities instead of crimes of powerful.
Frank Pearce – laws passed always benefit r/c and create false consciousness among w/c workers, crime appears to be w/c phenomenon serves function of dividing w/c by encouraging them to blame criminals in their midst rather than the r/c, 
AO2 – Trad Marxism influenced recent approaches, Slapper and Tombs – corporate crimes rarely police and rarely prosecuted when encourages companies to use crime as a means of making profit, AO2 – ignores relationship btwn crime and non-class inequalities e.g. gender, v deterministic, over predicts w/c bc not all w/c commit crime, despite poverty pressures, assume all capitalist societies have high crime rates e.g. Japan has lower crime rates – Marxists claim high crime rates occur in societies w/ no welfare provision. Realists = ignores intra-class crime
Neo Marxists – Taylor et al, agrees with most of trad Marxist ideas but argues its deterministic, critical criminology, reject crime is caused by biological or psychological actors, volutaristic view, crime is a meaningful reaction and conscious choice for actor, strongly emphasise freedom in perfect society [classless but emphasise individualism and diversity]
Taylor et al – fully social theory of deviance [comprehensive understanding of crime and deviance that would change society for better], comes from trad Marxist ideas about unequal wealth distribution and interactionism and labelling theory, 6 aspects [wider origins of the act, 2. The immediate origins of the act 3. Deviant act itself and its meaning 4. Immediate origins of societal reaction 5. Wider origins of societal reaction in capitalist society 6. Effects of labelling on deviants future actions] aspects are inter-related, 
AO2 – feminist = theory is gender blind focuses on male criminality on expense of females, LR = romanticise criminals and portray them as modern day Robin Hoods, ignore intra-class crime, too general to explain crime and too idealistic to tackle crime. 
AO2 – Wilson and Young – theory fought correctionalist bias [assumption that sociology’s role is to find ways of correcting deviant behaviour] laid foundations down for future radical approaches [e.g. left realist and feminist theories.
MAIN SOCIOLOGISTS TO REMEMBER
Gordon – crime rational response to crime, Snider – state reluctance on regulating laws, Pearce – r/c laws benefit r/c and create false class consciousness, [ao2 Slapper and Tombs – corporate crimes rarely policed and prosecuted]
Taylor et al – critical criminologists, fully social theory of deviance, 6 aspects. [AO2 Wilson and Young – correctionalist bias]
