BASIC PLAN – GENDER AND CRIME
P1 – level of female crime is underestimated, female crimes e.g. shoplifting less likely to be reported, property crime is less likely to be noticed compared to violent offences, prostitution less likely to be reported [social desirability bias?],
P2 – chivalry thesis [criminal justice agents tend to be biased against males and males are socialised to act in a chivalric way towards women, CJS more lenient] Graham and Bowling – self report study, males more likely to offend but gender diff less than what was in official stats. Flood Page et al – 1 in 11 self-reported female offenders had been cautioned.
P3 – evidence against chivalry thesis – Farrington and Morris = 408 offences of theft, women not sentenced more leniently, Buckle and Farrington = observational study of shoplifting in department store, Box = review of American and British self-report studies show that both genders treated with equal severity. Women more likely to show remorse.
P4 – CJS biased against women. Heidensohn – courts more harsh when females deviate from gender norms, girls punished for promiscuous sexual activity, Walklate = victims in rape cases on trial to prove respectability, Carlen – Scottish judges
[bookmark: _GoBack]P5 – Functionalist sex role theory = males socialised to be tough and risk-taking. Parsons = crime differences linked to gender roles in conventions of nuclear family [women expressive, men instrumental] boys reject feminine models of behaviour by engaging in compulsory masculinity through aggression., NR = absence of male role model in lone parent families leads to boys turning to gangs as source of status/identity
P6 – AO2 of functionalist sex role theory = – feminist reject biological assumptions, Walklate; theory is based on biological assumptions on sex differences rather than socialisation
P7 - Heidensohn - patriarchal control restricts opportunities to commit crime [at home, at work, in public, through threat of male violence against them] AO2 – shows how many patriarchal controls prevent women from deviating
P8 – Carlen – w/c women led to conform through class deal and gender deal, crime likely if rewards not available shows how failure of patriarchal society to deliver promised deals can lead to crime, Carsen’s research flawed bc of the use of small sample – unrepresentative, ignores biological factors
P9 – Freda Adler – liberation thesis [as women are freed from patriarchal restraints, more crime committed by females] greater confidence led to male dominated crimes. Evidence for = overall level still increasing, pattern of female crime has changed e.g. shift to offences like armed robbery, appearance of girl gangs with the same risk-taking behaviour as male gangs. Evidence against = female crime rate started in 1950s before the feminist movement, most female criminals are w/c – less likely to be influenced by feminism, little evidence that the illegitimate opportunity structure of professional crime opened up to women
P10 – Messerchmidt – masculinity social construct, 2 types of masculinity [hegemonic and subordinated] white m/c youths, white w/c youths, black lower w/c youths – gang membership expresses masculinity ao2 – deterministic, masculinity is just a description of male crime, over-works concept to explain virtually all male crimes
