Globalisation, postmodernism and modernity
Society gone through lots of changes. Features of modern society – [nation state = bounded territory ruled by powerful centralised state, focal point for modern society, organising social life on a national basis, capitalism = capitalist economy, based on private ownership of means of production and use of wage-labourers, brought the industrialisation of modern society, nation-state important in regulating capitalism and maintaining conditions under which it operates, scientific ways of thinking dominate and religious explanations influence declines, tradition, custom and ascribed status become less important as the basis for our actions] 
Globalisation now affect society, live in one interdependent global village, tech changes makes it easier to communicate e.g. tv and the internet but brings risks on a global scale e.g. greenhouse gases, Beck – now living in risk society, threats are man-made rather than natural, economic changes - developed into global economy and now it’s an electronic economy, produces information and is distributed and consumed through electronic networks. Transnational companies pushing globalisation forward, controlled by minority of powerful elites. Political changes – globalisation undermined power of nation state, Ohmae – now live in borderless world in which TNCs and consumers have more economic power than national governments, globalisation makes it harder for cultures to exist in isolation to each other, due to role of ICT, find selves in a global culture in which Western companies spread western cultures to the rest of the world. [LINK TO CRIME. GLOBALISATION CAUSES CRIME, GLOCAL. HOBBS AND DUNNINGHAM]
Postmodernism states that we live in an unstable, fragmented, media saturated global village where image and reality are indistinguishable. Post modernists assumes that enlightenment project is dead so we can’t use knowledge to improve society, meta-narratives are someone’s version of the truth, not actual truth so reject it completely, postmodernists take a relativist approach instead,  all views are truth for those who hold them, all accounts are equally valid. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Baudrillard argues that society is now about buying or selling of knowledge in the form of images or signs, simulacra =  images/signs bear no relation to physical reality, e.g. articles about fictitious soap opera characters like EastEnders, describes situation as hyper-reality – signs substitute themselves for reality. Media creates the hyper-reality – contributes to feelings of relative deprivation. 
AO2 of Postmodernism – ignores power and inequality [contrast with Marxism and feminism], poverty impacts ability to freely construct our identities, assuming that all views are true is morally wrong e.g. Nazism, enlightenment project still goes on 
 Late modernity theories –  features have become intensified, e.g. pace of social change has speeded up, we’re now in the stages of late modernity, suggest that objective knowledge is actually possible and that we can use it to improve society. 
Giddens – society now at stage of high modernity, experiences rapid change, 2 features of modernity; disembedding – no longer need face-to-face contact in order to interact, breaks down geographical barriers and makes interaction more impersonal, reflexivity – have to constantly monitor, reflect on and modify our actions in the light of info0rmation about possible risks and opportunities they may involve. In late modernity = face high-consequence risks e.g. nuclear war esp due to crime and globalisation of illegal trafficking of nuclear weapons, universal surveillance – focault and birth of prison, survelliance turns into self-surveillance bc we think we’re being watched, CCTV cameras focus mainly on male youths
Beck – risk society, present danger is about manufactured risks resulting from human activities e.g. global warming, link to environmental crime, sees late modernity as a period of increasing individualisation, great deal of knowledge of risks comes from mass media – distorted view, link to crime and media – sensationalist headlines, dramatization of story, beck believes that rationality can achieve all the scientific risks bc we’re capable of reflexivity.
AO2 of late modernity – concept of reflexivity isn’t universal, poor generally exposed to more environmental risks bc they’re more likely to live in heavily polluted areas but can’t afford it, recognise that we can use our knowledge, albeit not perfect, to improve society, Hirst – rejects view that movements such as environmentalism can be used to change society bc these movements are too fragmented
Post modernity and religion, collective conscience is now fragmented so no single shared value system, multiple modernities so no monopoly of the truth, no meta narratives. 




