MRS RIP VAN WINKLE

· Mrs rip van winkle has discovered a new life for herself while her husband is in a long deep sleep (sleep could symbolise escape for the wife)
· She does not enjoy the sexual side of her marriage
· She is a middle-class housewife at odds with her husband and relieved to be rid of him. Without him she blossoms. 
· In her husband's absence nothing can prevent her from doing as she wishes. 
· " I found some hobbies for myself" It is implied that prior to this point she was unable to practice activities that she personally enjoyed. Before she had only sought to satisfy her husband.
· In the final 2 stanzas her husband returns. His return is unwelcome.
· She returns home one day to find that he has woken and is holding a bottle of Viagra

STRUCTURE:
· There are six equal stanzas, each three lines long. This echoes the neat structure of the original story. 
· Line length varies though it can be seen that the second stanza is notably shorter than the others. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It is written in 6 tercets. It has an undercurrent of sadness, if not bleakness. 

ANALYSIS:
· The first line is a simile that creates a sad and depressing image of Mrs. Rip Van Winkle’s failure. 
· The fact that she is described as sinking suggests failure and creates the image of drowning; a traumatic, claustrophobic image where there is a feeling of futility and a lack of control.
· The comparison to a stone within this simile also creates the image of someone who has no control over their own destiny but instead is simply being pulled by gravity; forces beyond their powers. The image also has connotations of coldness. 
· Duffy extends the initial image into a metaphor in which she compares middle age (and possibly the menopause) with the ‘still, deep waters’ in which she is drowning. Using the word ‘still’ creates a sense of calm amongst the madness of the drowning woman. This could be seen to echo the feelings of Mrs. Rip Van Winkle and other women experiencing the menopause as it is only themselves that change, the rest of the world remains calm
· The lack of description seems to reflect her inability to continue in this way.
· The lethargy from the previous stanza eventually goes and the persona is instead much more active, finding ways to deal with her situation that will make her feel better. 
· The curt, stark style emphasises a matter-of-fact tone that creates a persona that is becoming determined and focused on getting on with her life. 
· The fact that it is only in the third stanza that the man in the relationship is mentioned suggests he really is not very important to Mrs. Rip Van Winkle. He is presented as a passive character; he is sleeping whilst she is improving herself by finding hobbies. 
· The contrast between the dismissive comment about him and the very personal second line (the line begins and ends with personal pronouns referring to her) emphasises the fact that he is not important to her or her development. 
· The length echoes the giddiness and excitement Mrs. Rip Van Winkle is experiencing in her search to find herself. 
· Very short sentences comprising of majestic and powerful landmarks emphasise the grandeur of the sights she experiences. This neat structure also suggests a methodical approach to her travel and could indicate that Mrs. Rip Van Winkle is, perhaps for the first time, taking control of her own life without her husband’s help. 
· Duffy uses rhyme in the final two lines, a feature that also adds to the neatness of the stanza; it is organised and complete. 
· The actions depicted in the final line indicate that Mrs. Rip Van Winkle has grasped full control of her situation as she captures the beautiful and evocative images she sees in her own unique way. The language is much more child-like and simplistic, as is the rhyme that is used. This contrasts with the mature, sophisticated tone of the previous stanza. 
· The stanza is all one sentence opposing the previous, staccato structure. This creates a sense of eagerness and excitement that suggests the escape from sex being outlined here is more important and significant than the experiences of the fourth stanza. 
· The fact that the final line, ending with the word ‘sex’, does not rhyme with the rest of the stanza foregrounds the word. It jars in comparison to the rhyme in the previous stanza suggesting that this aspect of their relationship is a problematic one. 
· The fact that she reiterates throughout the idea that she was not disturbed or upset about missing out on sleeping with her husband creates sympathy for her. 
· The short opening line prepares us for the conclusion by creating a sense of finality and an element of foreboding. The final rhyming couplet stresses the fundamental difference between the husband and wife: she is interested in beauty and culture, he is interested in sex. 
· We see now how their relationship was before his long sleep and clearly it was an unhappy one. 
· The fact that the poem ends with Rip Van Winkle’s demand for his conjugal rights indicates that this is the end of his wife’s adventure. The end of her journey is marked by the beginning of his new one. The conclusion, it would appear, echoes their relationship prior to him waking in that she is immediately submissive and he has control.







