 John Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California in 1902. His books were written in the 1930s and 1940s, and are set in California, “a water snake slithered” shows extent to which Steinbeck is able to describe it. They deal with the lives and problems of working people. Many of the characters in his books are immigrants  who went to California looking for work / better life. 
 Steinbeck won Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962. After winning, he said that, “I hold that a writer who does not believe in the perfectibility of man has no dedication nor any membership in literature,” showing he wrote Of Mice and Men about what men were then, idea of perfect writers were to write novels on this, “I can go away, George”, =element of novel. Won Prize, “for his realistic and imaginative piece of writing which combines sympathetic humour and keen social perception”.
 Steinbeck said workers were, “herded about, starved, forced to live in filth and lost their dignity”, just like how they are described in the novel ,”loneliest in the world”, due to his experience of migrant workers.
 Steinbeck had interests in lives of farm labourers, spending time working with them. He used his experiences as writing material, “buck barley bags”, the novel's accuracy is from his experience working with them.
 Wrote novels about poor people who worked on the land and dreamed of a better life, like G&L in novel, “gonna have a house”.
 Migrant Workers were looked down upon, employers tried to pay them as little as possible to profit the most, so even though they had a roof over their head, the conditions were appalling
 G and L are very unusual as a pair, described in novel with boss, “I never seen one guys take interest for another guy”, boss thinks it’s to do with pay                      
By the time that Of Mice and Men was published almost half of America's grain was harvested by huge combine harvesters. Five men could do what would have taken 350 men a few years earlier. 
 George and Lennie are some of the last of the migrant farm workers. 
 Huge numbers of men travelled the countryside between the 1880s and the early 1930s harvesting wheat. 
 During the 1930s, when there was very bad unemployment in the United States, agencies were set up under the New Deal to send farm workers to where they were needed. George and Lennie got their works cards from Murray and Ready's, one of these agencies.
 1929-1941, in complete financial crisis in USA, 12-15 million unemployed, homelessness and poverty was the way of life
 People set up settlements of shacks called, “Hoovervilles”.
 Families broke down, men would travel thousands of miles in order to find work, when they did, they would not always keep the jobs they got for long, like start of novel when they, “hide in the brush”.
 The Salinas valley would have been known for its jobs in the South agricultural area, like G and L, “ranch”, work would have been largely sought for.
 
 For thousands of years, people went to America to escape poverty and persecution. The dream was that in America, you could do anything,  make anything, whoever you were. 
 Dream meant many things to different people—,” a little house,” for G and L. 
EG: Racial equality, money and freedom.
 Each character has a different dream, EG: stardom—Curley’s Wife, “name in lights”,  own place  - George and Lennie, “fatta the lan”.
 No happy ending. Instead, he contrasts real world of poverty and violence with dream worlds of freedom, wealth and loyalty. This stark juxtaposition seems an honest attempt to reveal that for some, the American Dream was simply that—a hopeless dream
 
 New York Times critic Ralph Thompson described the novella as a "grand little book, for all its ultimate melodrama."
  According to Scarseth "in true great literature the pain of Life is transmuted into the beauty of Art", thus it is through the controversy that people can begin to appreciate.
 Many critics have faulted his works for being superficial, sentimental, and overly moralistic.
 
 Of Mice and Men is set in the farmland of the ,”Salinas,” valley, where John Steinbeck was born and he knew all his life.
 1930’s had 43,000 acres of “green gold”, crops . Reputation of an agricultural goldmine
[bookmark: _GoBack] Of Mice and Men is written in a naturalist style because naturalism is about the land connected to events—like Steinbeck witnessed in his experiences=why the tone is dismal, “sycamore leaves whispered”. 
Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California 1902, same place as book was set, “few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas river...", Steinbeck had accurate descriptions from his area+ experience in novel as he worked @ a  ranch near Soledad.
 At this type prejudice against the following people was widely seen: blacks, handicapped, women, all of which are in the novel, “Curley’s Wife”, not valued by any apart from Curley, whom Steinbeck doesn't name, and all we know is that she belonged to Curley, Crooks, “negro”,  who lives in the, “harness room”, where he is segregated from the other workers and Lennie, “dumb” treated as a child.
 

 


