English Literature- An Inspector Calls- Characters
EVA SMITH/DAISY RENTON
"very pretty - soft brown hair and big dark eyes."
Priestley uses names to tell us more about Eva/Daisy: Smith was one of the most common surnames for the working class at the time so this highlights Eva as an everyman character and Renton suggests people ‘rented’ her- could link to her being a prostitute? This is not confirmed in the book, however.
Her parents are dead, “both her parents were dead, so that she’d no home to go back to” and she came from outside Brumley- Mr Birling says she is “country bred”. 
-Hardworking and good at her job: Birling says she was “a good worker” and he was “ready to promote her”.
 -Brave and stands up for what she believes in: Birling explains how the girls in the factory “wanted the rates raised” and so “went on strike”. She was one of the “ring leaders” and had Birling thinks she had “far too much” to say, which is why he fired her. This suggests she is strong willed, argumentative and determined. 
-Pretty: Mr Birling says she was a “good looking lively girl”, the Inspector says “she’d been pretty- very pretty”, Sheila gets her fired because the dress Sheila liked “suited her” and not Sheila and explains that “she was a very pretty girl too… and that didn’t make it any better”, Gerald says she was "very pretty - soft brown hair and big dark eyes." and Eric refers to her as “pretty”. 
-Mysterious: The Inspector reveals “she’d used more than one name” which foreshadows to the ending of the play. We never get to see Eva/Daisy Renton and this makes her ambiguous so by the end of the play, the characters and audience are questioning whether she is real or not. This adds dramatic tension to the play. 
-Honourable: After she found out Eric was stealing money, “she wouldn’t take anymore”. Despite Mrs Birling refusing to believe that “a girl of that sort would ever refuse money”, Eva appears to be one of the most honourable characters in the play- which is very ironic as she is the one who actually needs the money. Her actions directly contradict Mr and Mrs Birling’s judgement of the working class. 
Priestley has clearly presented Eva/Daisy as a good person which increases our sympathy towards her. Priestley also makes us feel sympathy towards her through the descriptions of her death, how the disinfectant “burnt out inside” and the negatives used when describing the way she was living after Birling fired her:  “no work, no money coming in… no relatives to help her, few friends… half starved… desperate”. This makes the Birlings actions seem even worse and increases our dislike towards them, particularly Mr and Mrs Birling and Gerald as they fail to admit that they have done anything wrong. 
A dramatic device:
Eva does not appear in the play but is still a very important character and is used as a dramatic device by Priestley throughout. 
-Firstly, she is used to expose the character’s qualities:
· Birling as a selfish, greedy man because he fires her to “keep labour costs down” and he is “paying the usual rates”.
· Sheila as jealous and vain when she got Eva fired from Milwards as she threatened to “never go near that place again” because a dress that Sheila liked, Eva “was just the right type for it just as I was the wrong one”. However, she is also shown to be a sympathetic, compassionate character through her reaction to Eva’s suicide: “Oh- how horrible”. 
· Gerald as a lying, deceitful character because he tells Sheila he was “awfully busy at the works” but in fact he saw “good deal of” Daisy.
· Mrs Birling as prejudiced and selfish as she refers to Daisy as “girls of that sort” and says what Daisy did was “simply a piece of gross impertinence… that prejudiced me against the case”. 
· Eric as a violent drunk because he was “in the state where a chap easily turns nasty” and full of lust because he says “I wasn’t in love with her… she was pretty and a good sport”. However, like Sheila, he is shown as compassionate because he talked “miserably” about what happened and he’s “not likely to forget” what he did. 
Mr Birling, Mrs Birling and Gerald characters are very set in their ways and unable to realise when they are wrong: Mr Birling said “I did what any employee might have done”, Mrs Birling says “I accept no blame for it” and Gerald is only sorry for what he has done to Sheila, “I’m sorry Sheila”, rather than Daisy. However, Eric and Sheila, the youngest generation, are able to change and can admit their mistakes: Sheila says “so I’m really responsible” and Eric realises that the death of Eva is important, whether the Inspector is real or not: “the girl’s dead and we all helped to kill her- and that’s what matters”. This presents Priestley’s hope in the younger generation. 
-She represents the working class, making her an everyman character. The Inspector says “there are millions and millions and millions of John Smiths and Eva Smiths”. Priestley uses this to express his socialist views. The fact that Eva doesn’t say anything in the play could suggest that the working classes don’t have a voice in society, particularly working class women who still did not have a vote. Both of these can be linked to the gender and social inequality. 
-She links as the characters together, with the Inspector saying “each of you helped to kill her” and talking about the “chain of events” that led to her suicide. This could be linked to Priestley’s socialist view that the richer people need to help the lower classes and shows the audience how small actions can make huge differences in people’s lives. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the play, it is unclear whether Eva Smith/Daisy Renton was one girl or five different girls and the characters consider whether she even died or not. However, this is not important in the play, which Eric highlights when he says “The fact remains I did what I did”. Priestley uses Eva to present his socialist ideas about responsibility, social class and gender inequality. She is used to show that all our actions have consequences and that the upper classes need to take more care of the lower classes. 
